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Tur PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir George
Shenton) took the Chair at 430 o'clock

p-m,

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CoLoNiaL SecrrETaRY: Roads
Act, 1902: 1, Bayswater Road Board—
Spectal By-]a.ws 2, Lawlers Road Board
—Ezxemption from rating. 3, Nelson
Road Board—Additional By-laws.

QUESTION—LIME DEPOSITS AT LIME
LAKE,

Hon. W. MALEY asked the Colonial
Secretary : In view of the value of lime
and gypsum as fertilising agents, is it the
intention of the Government to employ
the boring plant now ut Wagin to test
the deposits known to exist ut Lime
Lake?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: Inquiries are being instituted as
to the value of the lime and gypsun
deposits in the Wagin district for ferti.
lising purposes. If the deposits are
considered satisfactory as fertilising
agents, the boring plant will probably
be used for testing the extent of such
deposits.

BILLS (9)—FIRST READING.

On motions by the CorLoNiaL SECRE-
tar¥ {(Hon. W, Kingsmill), Bills were
introduced and read a first time as
follow :—1, Public Elementary Edueation
Act Amendment. 2, Fire Brigudes Act
Awmendwment. 3, Electric Lighting Act
Amendment. 4, Municipal Institutions
Act Amendment. 3, Fertilisers and Feed-
ingstaffs Act Amendment. 6. Fisheries
Act Amendmeat.

On motionsby the HoNograry MivisTER
(Hon. M. L. Moss), Bills were introduced
and read a first time as follow:—1,
Statutes Compilation. 2z, Jury Act
Amendment. 3, Life Assurance Com-
panies Act Amendment.
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SITTING DAYS.

TeeCOLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
W. Kingsmill) moved—

That unless otherwise ordered, the House
do meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays al
430 p.m., and sit until &30 if neceszary, and
if requisite from 7-30 onwards.

Question passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
SECOND DAY OF DEBATE.

Hown. C. A. PTESSE (South-East) :
desire to udd wmy congratulations to those
which bave fallen from other members in
relation to our President. T wish also to
express my pleasure at again seeing Mr.
Kingsmill in the position he oceupies
(as Minister), and am glad to find he is
so ably asdsted by Mr. Moss. Itisa
pleasure to pive utierance to these
remarks. One cannot shut his eyes to
the fact that other esteemed gentlemen
have occupied those seats before, and one
at least carries with him the strongest
feelings of pleasure at the experience of
his occupancy of the seat. Members all
Eknow to whom I refer. I think we have
been most fortunate in the gentlemen
we have had to lead this House, and I
feel that we are in thoroughly safe hands at
the present time. I dn notintend to dwell
at great length on the Address-in-Reply.
As an agricultural representative of a
province of which I suppose eight-tenths
1s agricultural, naturally my interests are
more wmppcd up in agriculture than in
other subjects, although I try to take an
interest in things generally. I purpose
to deal with the Lands Department, and
I have much pleasure on this occasion in
stating that the Lands Department de-
serves the greatest credit and recognition
of this House and the countrv for the
manper in which it bas caught up the
surveys, and there are other matters the
department has attended to which should
not be lost sight of, including local
agencies and priority of applications.
The present arrangement is of great
assistance and will be very helpful in the
question of land settlement.. Those two
things aloue are matters on which we
may congratulate the State. At thesame
time there are shortcomings, and [ shall
bave to bring up a need that exists on the
part of very many selectors who select
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second and third c¢lass lands.
not ask these people to take up second
and third class land as first class, for in
doing so we are mnot ounly doing a grave
wrong to those people, but acting in a
way which will be to the detriment of the
State. I trust and feel sure that some
steps will be taken by the present Minister
for Lands to remedy this difficulty.
Much is expected from him on account
of bis past experience of settlers through-
out the State. He will be able to judge
well of their needs, and I feel sure he will
recognise the justice of the claim I make

[COUNCIL.]

We should
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it into conditional purchase. The man
says: “I do not want to lose the land.
I am willing to take it up under con-
ditional purchase and pay ten shlllmgs
an acre under ordinary conditions.” But
the department says: *“You will do
nothing of the kind. It will make the

* land liable to forfeiture if you attempt

on their behalf that they should be per- .
mitted to select the lands under their -

proper classes. In the province I have
the honour to represent, there is a strong
feeling of dissatisfaction in conneclion
with the matter, and one cannot wonder
at it; particularly one who, like
myself, 318 workiug amongst them.
Without going to the extreme of giving
such large areas as before, the Govern-
ment should allow them to take the lands
up under easier conditions and under
proper classes. The excuse that it is
impossible to classify and survey is
knocked on the head; and I cannot see
why this privilege should not be ex-
tended to the settlers at this time when
the Lands Department have caught up
surveys. With regard to the reduc.
tion of area, I trust that the Act will
not be altered so far as it applies to lands
beyond the rabbit-proof femce. People
wha take risks outside that fence should
have the privileges of the Act; and I
repeat that T trust. no reduction will be
made so far as those lands are con.
cerned. I consider that any man who
takes the risk of having land 40 to
50 wiles from the present railway
should be entitled" to the excellent pro-
visions contained in the present Act. I
wish to refer to one matter in connection
with homestead farms. T trust the
Minister will do away with the objection-
able regulation which exists relating to
transfer, and make the position such that
a8 long as the owner has performed what
the Act requires him to do, no obstacle
ghall be thrown in the way of transfer.
There is one other matter in connection
with this to which T desire to draw
attention for the second, third, or fourth
time, and that is with regard to prevent-
ing & man owning a block from turning

it.” A regulation of that nature 1s
idiotic in the extreme, and the sooner
it is done away with the better. It
is & regulation which prevents a
selector from paying ten shillings un acre
for a holding for which the State only
got 13d. per acre uuder the conditions
of original selection. TLet a selector
take such lands and let the State benefit
to the extent of something like £79, or
in fact £80. I hope the Colonial
Secretary and his colleague will take
heed of thut. There is one other matter
to which I wish to draw attention, and
that is with regard to the charge for
second-class land. If the classification
officer snys land is of a certain class,
there should be only one price for that
clags. In various instances we bave
prices varying from 1s. 6d. to 2s. and
3s. per acre for the same class of laud.
I maintain that the price should be fixed
by Act of Parliament, and that once the
class is established the price should he a
fixed quantity, and people should know
exactly what sum they would have tfo
pay. Before I pass from that subject I
would like to say there is not the
slightest doubt in the world that the
old Act is, with the exception of a few
complaints I have made, a good one, and
the administration excellent. In refer-
ence to the Under Secretary’s report for
1904, we discover a state of affairs which
I am sure evervone should be pleased
with. We have heard a good deal about
#o much land being alienated and in pro-
cesss of alienation, Lut the report dis-
closes this fact, that of the 113} million
acres for the purpose of alienation, over
five million acres—to be exact, 5,064,709
acres—are held uvnder conditions of
improvement fizxed by law. That is,
nearly lalf the land held in this way
is in process of alienation. I think that
alope is something to be proud of.
It is held under conditions of im-
provement fixed by Act of Parlia-
ment, which the owners cannot get
away from. There is no need for fresh
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legislation upon those holdera. The
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amount is fixed by statute, and the .

holders know exactly what conditione
they took the land under. We have
2,768,810 acres hbeld by the MMidland
Railway Company. This land will not
be disposed of unless it is subject to con-

ditions of improvement the same as other -

lands. There again we have 24 millions,
leaving 3,724,789 acres in fee acquired by
direct sale on conditional purchase, a good
deal of which—and Ithink I shall be borne
out in this statement by members—was
under the old conditions of improvement.
Asg far back as 1900 some of this land
was acquired, and it is natural to sup-
pose that most of the area is improved ;
otherwise the people have no right to their
titles. T draw attention to this because
much has been said about foreing the
hands of lundowners. Qut of eleven and
a half million acres in course of alienation,
on 5,064,709 acres of land beld under con-
ditions of improvement an expenditure
of seven millions is invelved. The figures
are big, but thereis no getting away from
them. The bulk of the land is under
Clause 53, at 10s. per acre with 10s. per
acre improvements, But the cenditions
are not sufficient. There is not sufficient
land for a wan to make a Jiving on any
ordinary farm granted under the Act,
and a man must spend another 10s. per
acre on his land before he can make a
proper living. Thus by tuking these
figures and the expenditure which is
necessary, it will be seen that my esti-
mate ig preity near the mark. And these
people have to spend the mouey before
they acquire their fee simple. I am sure
they are sufficiently taxed without any
farther tazation; and in addition to this
the farmers have their local taxes which
are now fairly heavy. DMuch of this land
has been taken up during the last few
years, and we have given the people a
certain time in which to make payments
and carry out their improvements, this
being laid down in the Act clearly.
Therefore we cannot force their hands in
regard to Improvements,
hesitation in saying that tbe writer of the
leader in a paper this morning is entirely
wrong in regard to the quantity of land
lying idle along the railways. Most of
the land along the Great Southern
Railway is occupied, and on much of it
that is not occupied the owners are com-

v — — -

I have no
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plving with the improvement conditions
according to the Act. I think the per-
centage in which there is any desire to
shirk the responsibilities is very low.
People in these districts devote their
lives to the development of the country.
There is a lot of real hard work in con-
nection with it, and it is only fair to
stand up and explain the position. I
think the farmers deserve our best thanks
for turning some previously worthless
country into a source of profit for
thenselves and also for the State, We
have in Western Australia 624,588,800
acres of land, and we have reason to con-
gratulale ourselves that land affairs are
not in a worse condition, that is that
larger areas have not been locked up.
Members must not forget also that the
holders of that five million odd acres of
land have to spend £7,000,000 on it
before they can get their titles. I am
tired of hearing this ery of taxing people
to make ther develop the land, when con-
ditional purchase holders at least have
enough to do to oceupy it and improve it
as the Act requires. It isinteresting also
to mention that last year only £45,000
was paid by the Lands Department into
Consolidated Revenue over and above the
expenditure. It was £76,000 for 1905.
The figures will be £150,000 in years to
come, hecause the Secretary for Lands
has shown that it takes ahout three
years to cover the expenses of survey fees.
The eost of inspection will of conrse
coutinue during the 20 or 30 vears of
extended payments; but it is only after
the first few years that there will be a
surplus. The reason why the revenue
last year was only £45,000 over and
above the expenditure was that they had
s0 many applications for land necessitat-
ing the expenditure of money in survey
fees. With regard to homestead blocks,
it is sufficient for ihis State to give the
settler 160 acres without bearing the
expense of survey, which last year cost
from £8,000 to £9,000, and the year
before it was up to £9,000; and we have
to add to that in many cases the cost of
railway fares. The Government spent at
least £13,000 in the two years, to give
away 3,004 homestead farms.

Tee CorowialL SEcrETarY: But we
get the settlers.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Yes; but the
least these settlers can do in these cir-
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cumstances is to repay the cost of survey;
and it would do away with the evil we
have been trying to fight all through.
Let us give away the blocks; but if the
selector paid the cost of the survey it
would make him more careful, and it
would do away with the matter of trick-
ing the department, while it would not
take away from the advantages we offer.
People will say that it is a big advantage
to receive 160 acres at a costof about 1d.
an acre, and it would take away the
burden of the cost of surveying these
blocks. - Any bona fide settler would not
mind paying the cost of surveying his
homestead block. Now as to spur rail-
ways, which I wish to touch on for a few
moments, It is almost full-brother to
the question of land settlement. 1 con-
gratulate the Government on the stand
they have taken in this matter, and I
trust, so far as the Great Southern Rail-
way is concerned, that we will be served
in this respect; for the district is ripe for
this concession in many places. T hope
we will have no more cold water thrown
upon the scheme by the leading papers.
To me it seems that some of these papers,
instead- of taking up a stand for a pro-
gressive policy, begin to ery *stinking
fish” straight away, and to throw cold
water on any movement that does not
quite fitinwith theirviews. Thisisa move-
ment that is general thronghout the State,
and for which good reasons have been
advanced ; but we find the papers crying
it down without rhyme or reason. We
should find these papers supporting one
of the best movements in the State, the
building of spur railways throughout the
country. Without spur railways the
main railways are of less use. The State
should not expect developmental rail-
ways to pay from the start, or we
had better say good-bye at onee to
all progressive land settlement and to
all our ideas concerning immigration.
We might.just as well turn round and
say that railways to mining districts will
not pay because there are many instances
in which it is a guestion of the future in
making a thing pay.. We started them
for the simple reason that some induce-
ment should be offered to settlement and
development. This is a guestion [ do
not advocate allogether for the purpose
of the Great Southern District. I ad-
vocate it in order to open up an immense

[COUNCIL.]
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avea that would otherwise not be touched.
The argument that the Scuthern District
is sufficiently served by railway com-
munication is idiotic, and is like the
argument that it was no use cxtending
the railway beyond Perth. We hear a
great deal about making people develop
their lands. I invile the paper that says
this to name any loealities that are unde-
veloped. I kmow only one such estate
iz the Fastern Districts, and if it were
divided among wmembers of the family
holding it, each one in the family would
get no more than the Land Act now
entitles him to. It is time we got rid of
this parrot cry in which I have never yet
found any truth. No one has set forth
that there are any large areas locked up.
Members must realise that we have given
people holding land under conditional
purchase extended time to effect improve-
ments, and we should extend the same
privilege to those who settled in the
earlier days, and let them have fair play.

How. J. A. TaomMsoN: But they are
doing nothing with their land.

Hoxn. C. A, PIESSE: It is men like
the hon. gentlemen who Tkeep this
ridiculous parrot cry going.  Let them
try to do something for themselves,
and not expect all improvements carried
out for them. or want the Government
to provide all their expenses. I say,
lef them go out and do the pioneering
work we lad to do. Thenr we will
hear another cry. Their views will be
changed. I challenge the paper to name
the large undeveloped estates, with the
area and locality. Ihave taken up more of
the time of the House than T had in.
tended ; but before sitting down I would
like to say how pleased I am to be able
to report that throughout the country, in
my province at any rate, therc is a feel-
ing of satisfaction greater than has been
the case for many years past, and this is
due to the policy of the present Govern-
ment. If the Government carry out the
policy they have outlined, it will mean
increased prosperity throughout the
State.

Hown. J. W, LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban): I join with other
members in saying how glad I am to see
you, Mr. Pregident, back in your poesition,
and I hope you will remain there for
many years to adorn your office. There
is no need for me to protract this debate
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to any exlent, but there are one or two |
matters I should like to refer to and !
which are briefly touched upon in His -
Ezcellency’s Speech. The statement is
made that—

The development of the mining, agricul-
tural, pastoral, and other industries is of the :
mogt gratifying nature. |
In regard to the wining industry, I do
not pose as an expert at all, but we bave |
had some statements made by those who
do, during the last few days; something \
to this effect, that the outlook is not too
promising, that the gold yield is not ‘
increasing and that if we are to main. |
tain the position we have reached it must |
be by msaking fresh discoveries and }
giving perhaps to the working miner |
some privileges or some facilities for
holding on to his ground that do not at
present exist. We see in this State how
much we are dependent on the gold-
mining industry. It is perhaps the
backbone of the State, and the other
industries are to a large extent dependent
on it. It behoves the Government and
the Houses of Parliament to take the
matter into their most earnest considera-
tion to see that the developments of the
future be equal to if not greater than
those of the past. Mr. Piesse has given
us some verv valuable information in
regard to the settlement of our laods,
and I am glad of his testimony, becuuse
we have so much of an opposite character
from one or another, that the lands
situated near our railways are not fully
occupied. We may judge that from the
sentence in the Governor's Speech : —

In order to provide farther necessary facili-

ties for the successful cccupation of those
agricultural lands situated atzome distance
from our present railway system, it is the
intention of my advisers to seek the comsent
of Parliament tn the construction of several
agricultural lines from various points on the
existing railways.
‘We may assume then that the land con.
tiguous to the present system of railways
ig fully occupied. Mr. Piesse bears that
out, although we bave had a statement
from the Minister for Lands lately,
saving that out of 11,000,000 acres of
land in process of alienation 300,000 or
400,600 acres only are in successful
occupation. We wish to know who is
right and who is wrong in this matter,

because one can hardly see justification |

for constructing new lines of railway and |

129 Novemeen, 1905.]

Second day. 37

putting the country to additional expense,
if the lands near the railways are not at

i present iu full and sucecssful occupation.

With reference to the construction of
spur lines, that is a matter that can with
profit occupy the attention of this
Chawber. Mr. Piesse has indicated that
all the spur lines are to abut ovn the
Gireat Southern Railway.

How. C. A. PiessE:
elsewhere.”

Hox. J. W, LANGSFORD: The hon.
member was very enthusiastic. I think
the question of whether it applies to the
Great Southern or the South-Western
Railway is one that can profitably be dis-
cussed and settled in this House. In
regard to immigration, the wain difficulty,
I fear, will be—when we get the imwmi-
grants here—that of settling and keeping
them on the land. Mr. James, the Agent
Greneral, has begun in an admirable way,
and we had last week 30 or 40 settlers
arriving from the old country. Quite a
number of these are other than agricul-
tural labourers and farmers, and the
difficulty which confronts all is that of
settling the people on the land and keep-
ing them there. 'We know the irresistible
attraction towns have for some people,
and we shall have to give the people in
one way or another facilities so that the
general tenor of their lives may be
belped to some extent in comparison to
those who live in our cities, I hope
before the session closes we shall pass the
Aborigines Bill into law. We remember
the great outcry that the publishing of
the report of the Rayal Commission
brought about, and it seems to have been
overlooked that this Royal Commission
wus appointed by the Government to Jook
into the whole question. There is no
desire, I take it, on the part of the Grov-
ernment or of anybody in the State to
hide matters at all.  That could have
been easily done; but the Government
appointed the Commission to epquire into
the whole maiter, and the whole of the
evidence taken by that Commission has
been thrown broadcast to the world.
That doee not look as if we have anything
to hide, but 1 think we may take it as an
honest desire on the part of the country
to do its duty to, shall I say,a dying race.
I hope this Bill will be passed, and it
will then require wise and tactful ad-
ministration in order that the interests

I said, “and
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of those who employ the natives and
live amongst them, and the interests of
the natives themselves, will be wisely and
judiciously guarded. It is proposed to
have a thorough reorganisation of the
electoral system. This matter is to
receive early attention. There seems to
have heen widespread dissatisfaction at
the state of the rolls this year in com-
parison with the rolis of last year, and I
am sure the leader of this House is only
waiting for an opportunity to give the
information desired on this point. Why
the rolla of 1305 contained 42,000 less
names than the rolls of 1904 I do not
know., The Perth electorates—four of
them —have a deficiency of 14,177 names,
and the Fremantle electorates a deficiency
of 7,569 names. Either the rolls for
1304 were unduly inflated or those for
1905 have been unduly diminished. T
am sure the Colonial Secretary will give
the House the information desired as to
why there is such a big discrepancy.
While on this subject of the Electoral
Bill, there is one other matter that is
happening at present which particularly
affects this Chamber. Members will
know that ome of the qualifications for a
vote is to be on the roll of a roads board.
The section of the Constitution Act
reads, “if the name of such person is on
the electoral list of any rvads board dis-
trict in respect of property within the
province of the annual value of not less
than £25” Owing to the action of
many of the roads boards in adopting the
unimproved capital value for rating
purposes, these electors are receiving
notices that their numes will be objected
to. There will be no returns sent in
from the roads bhoard to the electoral
department. If roads bourds establish
the unimproved capital value for rating,
that section in the Constitution Act will
not apply. Electors are now receiving a
notice to this effect . —

I beg to inform you that in consequence of
the adoption by the roads board of a general
system of velnations on the basis of the capital
unimproved value of land instead of the annnal
value, the ratepayer’s qualification under sub.
section 5, section 15, of the Constitution Act
Amendment Act 1895, ceases in this district.
It therefore becomes my duty to object to the
retention of your name on the electoral roll
under the ratepuyer’s qualification; and I en-
cloge form of claim for you to fill up and return
to me so that you may be registered for one of
the following qualifications.

[COUNCIL.]
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MempER: Who sends that P

How. ). W. LANGSFORD: Itisbeing
sent by the electoral registrar of each
district to those electors of roads boards
which at present are rating on the nnim-
proved capital value. 1 think this is a
matter the Government wmight help the
Chawber in. I know of one province in
which hundreds of electors will be dis-
franchised unless they make new appli-
cation under the householder’s franchise.
Inasmuch as secretaries of roauds boards
will not be required to send in any re-
turns—those roads boards adopting the
unimnproved capital value will not be re-
quired to send in any return to the
Grovernment, as that clause in the Con-
stitution Act does not operate in that
district — the Government might obtain
the assistance of roads boards’ secretaries
in the matter. This is & question that
deserves the serious uttention of the
Governmeot, who should be willing to
see that names are on the roll. These
people will be removed from the' roll not
becanse of any action on their own part,
but because of the adoption by the roads
boards of the capital value for rating
purposes.

Hon, R. LAURIE (West): I do not
intend to take up much time, but this is
one of those opportunities which coines
occasionally for members to discuss
matters on a broad basis. I wish first to
congratulate you, Mr. President, heartily,
in common with other speakers, on your
presence here, and I hope and trust it
will be many years before there will Le’
any necessity for you again to go away
on a prolonged heliday of six months. In
His Excellency's Speech are two or three
matters on which I desire to touch. But
one matter has not been included in the
Speech: the question of the Fremantle
dock, mentioned by my colleague, Mr.
Briggs, in moving the adoption of the
Address. 1 do not desire to press on the
House, or even on the Government, the
question of a dock at Fremantle; but
this is for a number of years the only
occasion on which a Governor's Speech
has been delivered not contuining any
reference to that subject. I have ounly
one object in calling attention to the
watter. T trust that when the Govern-
ment deal with the question, they will
consider it in connection with the ex-
tenston of the harbour at Fremantle.
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The question of the extension of the
barbour almost comes under the heading
of what the Government of the day have
laid themselves out to do—to give us
very little legislation, and very much
administration. I wish to impress on
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the Government and on this House that °

admipistration does not mean simply
adwinistering the affairs of the State as
defined by officers of the departments,
but rather the laying down by the Gov-

ernwent of a policy whereby the various -

departments of the BState can work
together in unison, so as to avoid any
squandering of public money. In that

connection I should like to eall attention

to what hes for a number of years past
been taking place at Fremantle; and I
do so with the desire, if possible, to
prevent a repetition of such occurrences.
When the barbour was projected a scheme

was formulated for carrying on the

harbour works under the Railway Depart-
ment; and while that may have been
very well in a time of rush, yot we
bave found that the work done has had to
be in a great measure undone. 1 contend
that it is about time the people of Fre-
mantle and the people of this State had
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or £8,000; I can refer to the building of
the railway station on the wharf, a matter
of some £9,000 or £10,000; T can refer
to the construction of a road 150ft. wide
alongside the wharf, picking up the road
and laying it down again. I can refer to
work now going on, the building of a
railway station. A good deal hus been
heard of the Fremantle harbour and
its approaches, and the Fremantle
railway station. It is well known that
the only approach to the harbour is
by Clff Street. The railway station
and the yards are now being constructed ;
and so far as I awm aware, the whole of
the work is being doze under the heading
‘““ Extconsions and additions main
lines.” Tn saying that, I am subject to
correction ; but about £80,000 is being
spent there, and up to the time the work
was well in hand the Engineer-in-Chief
knew nothing about it. I say with all

- due respect to any Government in power,

that if there were a plan which the
engineers of this State or the other
officers of the various departments might
work up to, much money would be saved.

. For example, there is just one road to

before them the intention of the Govern- -
ment with respect to the extension of the -

Fremantle harbour. I do not say its
extension to-day or a year hence; but
there should be some plan before the
people of thisz State. The publication of
such a plan would allay a great feeling
of unrest that prevails in Freuviantle, as
to whether the harbour is only of a tem-
porary character. We hear frequently
that the shipping will inevitably go to
Perth. [MemBER: Or to Albany.] 1
trust that the Albany harbour may at
some future date have as many ships in

the wharf. A short time ago a bridge
was made from James Street to the
wharf at the east end. That bridge has
been partly pulled down, and another
opening made. It is only about three

. vears since that bridge was built. If

some proper fized plan were prepared,
there would be no pulling down and
building up again, 1 take it, adminis-
tration means making sure that public
money is not squandered. The other day
it was pointed out that our indebtedness
per head of population is about £62.

. If that is so, and if we are, as T pointed

it as we sce at Fremantle; but I trust -
that Albany will oot take from Fre-

mantle any ships coming there now. I
wish to impress on the leader of the
House the necessity of preparing a plan

for the extension of the harbour, the

building of the dock, and all other harbour
works, 5o that there may be something
which can be worked up to. Let me call
attention to what has taken place. When
the harbour works were started the
wharves were laid down on a certain
principle. Much of the work has had to
be done over again. I can refer to the
rising of the wharves, a matter of £7,000

out, squandering £20,000 at Fremantle in
the course of seven or eight years, there
is no wonder that our indebtedness is
£62 per head. I say that the Govern-
ment ought to lay down plans which the
various depurtments may work up to.
My own idea is that those in charge of
of the Fremantle harbour should be con-
sulted, that the Commissioner of Rail-

. ways should be consulted, and certainly

that the Engineer-in-Chief should know
exactly what is going on. He is re-
spensible to the Government for public
works thronghout the State. Iu that
manner public money could be saved,
and we should have proper administration,
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I may be said that I am speaking as an

interested party in asking that those in
charge of the harbour should be con-
sulted ; but I am speaking after nearly
three years' experience of the adminis.
tration of the affairs of the Harbour
Trust. At the end of next wonth I
shall sever my connection with that
trust, and I can assure members that on
no consideration would I remain in it;
thevefore I am speaking simply iz the

interests of the "people of the State, for -

the purpose of preveunting the squander-
ing of thousands of pounds, and the
unnecessary building up and puolling
down of public works. 1 should like to
say a word or two more. There is no
question that some considerable time
must elapse—a very considerable time, T
hope—before any farther extension of
the harbour will be needed ; and the
reason is because of the expeditions
mannet in which ships can be loaded and
discharged. Moreover, in a short time,
I hope within the next two or three
years, much of the importation from the
Eastern States will cease. One has only
to look at the return compiled by the
Harbour Trust, and placed in the hands
of members, to ascertain the quantity of
foodstuffs which comes from the Easiern
States. While we are decreasing the

importation of these from the Eastern

States, we shall be increasing our exporis,
and particolarly our export of wheat.
This brings wme to a point of mterest to
agriculturists both inside and outside the
House. In order successfully to export
wheat, we muost place it as cheaply as
possible on the world's markets. Five
yeurs ago 1 examived very closely the
manner in which wheat and flour are
handled at San Francisco and New York.
In February last I examined the maunner
in which they were handled nearer home,
at Sydney. There is no doubt that the
Fremantle Harbour Trust will bave to

make provision for the storage and cheap .

handling of wheat.
to the need for proper administration by
the Government, and the need for the
Government getting the Engineer-in-
Chief, and the Commissioner of Railways

That points again .
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down again. I trust that the people of
Fremantle will have the assurance of the
Government that such a plan as already
exists will be adhered to. Such a plan
does exist, showing the dock at Preston
Point, showing the extension of the
harbour works; and members have my
assurance that an extensiop of the
harbour will not be needed for some
time. But before we can get the money
for it, before we could start the work if
the extension were now reguired, some
twelve months or two years must elapse.
Sach wark is not done in a day. Ifan
extension were needed to-morrow, it
would mean a removal of the bridges;
and I am sure members are satisfied that
the railway bridges and all the sand
banks in the neighbourhood caonot be
taken away inside of 12 months or two
vears. Therefore I would impress on the
Govermment the desirableness of having
some plan to work up to, something
which will save them the necessity for
building up und pulling down as in the
past. Probably what happened in the
past was oot the fault of anyowne; pro-
bably the great rush we bad some seven
or eight years ago had much to do with
it. I trust that the leader of the House
will take into consideration what I say,
speaking as Tam from actual experience ;
and T trust he will have such a plan
prepardd, so that the people of Fremantle
and the people of the State generally will
know exactly what is to be dome with
respect to the Fremantle harbour, and
will koow also that in carrying out
the work there will not be any building
up, pulling down, and building up again.
That brings me to a watter connected
with the dock. I am pleased to see that
in a reply to a letter from the member
for North Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) the
Minister for Works has stated that the
dry dock and the quesiion of Lridges
across the river will Le talken into con-
sideration. I trust that the dry dock
will be worthy of the State of Western
Australia. About the only other matter
I wish to touch onis the Port Hedland.

© to-Nullagine Ruilway. I bave on various
. occasions urged the need of that railway

who has to carry the wheat, and the -

inembers of the Harbour Trust, to fix on
one scheme, and when that scheme is
formulated, to stick to it; not to con-
gtract works at bapbazard, and pull them

to Marble Bar or Nullagine. I wish the
Government, in this matter as well as in
the matter of the Fremantle harbour, to
consider carefully what they do, and on
no account to start the railway from Porg
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Hedland, from Roebourne, or from Point
Sampson, until they are thoroughly
satisfied that the railway will not only
meet the requirements of the district, but
that the monev spent will not have to be
spent over again. I particularly refer to
this, bevause there is ut Port Hedland a
bar barbour with about two to four feet
of water at low tide, and about 16ft. or
18ft. at spring tide.

THE CoLoNTAL SEcRETARY: No,

‘How. R. LAURIE: I would impress
on the Colonial Secretary the fuct that
at Port Hedland there will be only two
days before the spring tide und about
two days after it when ships can go out
10 sed. :

Tue CoLoNrat, SEcRETARY: No; it Is
a half-tide harbour. At neaps all the
time, and ut springs half-time.

Hown. B. LAURIE : I can but say that
vesselsneeded to carry the material tosturt
the railway will not be able to get in at
neazps. They can get in ab springs, but
never at neaps. We come to the question
of Point Sampson. Point Sampson, as
most members know, bas an open road-
stead jetty. It has been said that if a
hurricane comes along, the jetty will be
awept away. But I have it on the author-
ity of the shipping masters who trade
there that such an occurrence is not
likely ; and it will be well if the Govern-
ment have the fullest inquiry made
before deciding on the starting-point of
that railway, so that wheu the railway is
started there will be an assurance that it
will not be diverted later on to some
other port. It appears to me there are a
great many partisans on both sides; and
T think it 18 about time for the Govern-
ment to decide by their experts as to
the proper place to make the harbour, and
the proper starting.point for the railway,
what part of the country will be best
served by it, and also whether the har.
bour, when the railway is inade, will be
a permancnt one that can be used in all
weathers. The Electoral Act bas been
referred to, and I think every member of
the House will agree with what Mr.
Langsford has said, that it needs wiping
out and something better put in its place.
T bad some experience of it during the
late elections, and I can honestly say
that it was absolutely disgusting to have
to work under such an Act. In conclu-
sion, I can assure hon. members that in

{29 Novesner, 1905.]

|

Seeond day. 41

speaking with respect to the administra.
tion, T have done it with a sense that it
is our duty to call the attention of the
Governwent to what we may consider
necessary for the proper administration
of the country; and I trust that my
remarks will he the means of ensuring
the surcess and the thoroughness of any
works that may be undertaken in Perth
or Fremantle, so thal it shall not be
found necessary to pull down what may
have been put up at great expense,

How, G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
Firstly, I wish to congratulate you, Mr.
President, on your return to your duties
in this House, and trust the improved
condition of your health will enable you
to preside over our deliberations for man
vears, 1 have read with considerable
interest the report of the Governor’s
Speech ; and T must say there is a great
deal in it that requires careful attention
and consideration by this House. I
think we may congratulate this House
and another place, also the country, npon
the result of the general elections which
have returned so large a majority for the
present Gtovernment. I helicve that result
shows a careful consideration on the part
of the clectors of the State, who have not
been satisied, I think from the evidence,
with the working of the parliamentary
systemn during the last two or three
years, and especiully with the position of
one party in another place; oue result
being that the particular party has been
entirely overthrown by the will of the
electors, so that we now have some hope
of obtaining stable government in this
State. Believing that we have now
every prospect of this being the case, I
can only repeat the cautions uttered both
inside this House and outside, that a
larger responsibility is cast upon the
Government on account of the great
majority they have in another place. I
go fartber than tbat, and say that a
much Jarger respounsibility is cast upon
this honourable House; and I hope the
members of it will see that they dis-
charge their duties in such a way as
will show that they fully realise the
weight of that responsibility. I do pot
think, however, that the present Gov-
ernment, though so strengly supported
in another place, will attempt anything
detrimental to the interests of the whole
State. 1 believe, on the contrary, they
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will realise their position, and that we
shall have measures introduced, when
necessary, which will tend te promote
the advancement and prosperity of the
State as a whole. I am exceedingly
sutisfied with the result of the late elec-
tions ; having had a share in securing the
reburn of three members to awoother
place who would otherwise have leen
lost bur for the little arrangements made
on that occasion. While saying this, I
have no quarrel with the members of the
late Government, or with the party which
they represent. They had a right to be
represented in Parliament, and I am
Pleased to see that, considering their
numbers in the country, they have now a
strong representation of their interests
in another place; so that I. have no
doubt those representatives will be able
to put forth views which they think will
be for the interests of the workers of the
country generally. I have no doubtthose
representatives in another place will take
advantage of their opportunities, and
as they number about 15 in the other
House, they should be able fully to
represent the views and interests of their
supporters in the country; for when
members speak in Parliament, it should
be remembered that they speak not as
individual members, but as representa-
tives of constituencies. The Governor's
Speech promises economic administra-
tion; and I would call attention to one
feature of the Speech, that there are in
it several words of a particularly signi-
ficant character, such as—developwent,
encouragement, assistance, economic ad-
ministration, close attention to the
finances, and improvements generally.
These are the prominent words in the
more important paragraphs of the
Speech, those paragraphs which embrace
all the subjects that are likely to engage
our attention during the present session;
and the words I have quoted embrace
subjects which, if undertaken and duly
carried out in the spirit of the Address,
should give cause for congratulation.
None of us here ate very eager that the
session shall close without that close
attention bheing given to the finances
which is indicated in the Speech, nor
without such remarks as members may
deemw it necessary to make for the infor-
mation and guidance of the Government
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at the same time, that nothing will be
attempted jnvolving important interests,
unless we have the amplest opportunity
of judging of the reasons which influence
the Government in bringing these matlers
forward. There is, as I have said, every
cause for congratulation iz the result of
the general elections, for the Governor to
state in his Speech that there is nowa
promise of stuble government; and I
am sure that although it would perhaps
be going too far to say that the Govern-
ment can create prosperity or can promote
trouble, yet the prosperity of the country,
its trade and ecomwnerce, is more or less
affected by the confidence which the
people of the country repose in the
Grovernment and their administration of
the affairs of the State. I fee! sure that
the want of confidence which has been
felt for sowe time, which has found ex-
pression both in the State and outside of
it, is now ended; and I feel confident
that it will be proved by our experience
in the next three months that itis an
excellent thing that the conditious
recently existing have come to an end.
Reference is made particularly to the
development of the mining, agricultural,
and pastoral industries. - Members will
see what a wide field this opens for the
Government, and how necessary it is
that the Government should be well in-
formed on the various sunbjects with
which they propuse to deal. I havebeen
glad to hear members of the House this
afterncon speaking in 2 way which must
be helpful to the (Fovernment, when
remarks of such a useful and weighty
nature in regard to the settlement of the
land, made by Mr. Piesse, and in regard
to those practical questions dealt with by
Captain Laurie. In connection with our
great industries, those things that are
making the fortunes of this country, I
have shown how necessary it is we should
approach these subjects with the utmost
care and consideration. I see that some
advice has been given, as reported in the
newspapers, about our mining industry,
and how it may be promoted by a more
liberal assistance to prospectors for dis-
covering new fields that may take the
place of mines which must ultimately be
worked out, T have nvo doubt the
Government will give good heed to the
mining expert who hus expressed those

in framing their legislation. I do hope, | views; having regard to his position in
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the mining industry, and the friends who
are interested with him in its maintenance
and development. I regret that some of
that gentleman's remarks were too out-
spoken, and may have created a wrong
impression outside this Stafe. 1 saw it
stated the other day in Sydney, for in-
stance,” that the boitom may soon drop
out of the mines of this State; and
remarks of that kind have been made in
other pluces. I am sorry that such a
feeling exists elsewhere in regard to this
State; but it is perhaps natural in other
Sta.t.es, when it arises from the great
strides we are making and the popula-
tion we are attracting from those States
to Western  Austrulia, while they are
compavatively standing stitl. T should
like the

[29 Noveurer, 1905.]

Leader of the Government to .

give us, as soon as possible, some infor- °

mation as to the operations of the copper
smelter established at Phillips River.
I thought at the time that it was a step
in the wrong direction. I shall be
pleased if we are able to got information
that it has turned out a fairly good
success, and I hope that we gshall be
furnished at the earliest possible moment
with reliable information on the point,
showing the results of the experiment
made there in a new direction by a late
Government. I have been in favour of
anything that will lead and tend to open
up our State aud develop its wealth and
resources in any direction whatever; and
T believe our vast resources which are not
vet exploited or made known will ulti-
mately be found out and developed. I
think I am safe in saying that;
many things oceur from time to time to

because -

show that there are wminerals and other .

resources not as yet exploited in any

shape or form, and the development of

which at the proper time, I think, will be

presented to the House for the considera- |

tion of Parliament, and which will help
us on the path of progress. I ma
refer to that new metal, tantalite. I do
not know its value, but I believe it has a,
value, and probably if it occurs in large
quantities it will be one of the means to
help us onwards; and I think there are
other substances which are being dis-
covered, which I believe are capable of
furnishing fertilisers for some of our
lands. If they are found in quantities,
what an immense field for our expecta.
jons and

hopes, to encourage us in .
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the belief that the future of this great
State is something in accordance with its
mugniticent size! With regard to the
railway from Port Hedland or a point on
the Nortl - West coast to Marble Bar and
Nullagine, T am not in a position to ex-
press an opinion ; but T heartily coincide
with the remark of Capldin Laurie that
the greatest cure should be tuken by the
Government to obtain the information
necessary. [ go further and say that it
should be furnished to the Houses of Par-
linment before we undertake this work
and aceept a contract from outside sources.
I am oot in favour of the building of
railways by syndicates if it can, by any
possible meuns, be avoided. Our con-
nection with the building of railways by
syndicates is of such a character as not
to encourage us in accepting another
contruct or tender of the same sort. T
believe it will perhaps be betier for us to
wait a little time and make some sacrifice
from ihe revenue of the State in prefer-
ence to accepting offers of a foreign
syndicate for the construction of the
railway, unless we are fully assured on
every point in the contract that we are
protected to the utmost dJdegree. We
have seen how easy it is for such
gentleamen to draw confracis that are
submitted to our Attorney General here
and to the experts here, and yet somehow
or other points are ¢verlooked that after-
wards operate to the injury and loss to
the State generally. In the construction
of a private railway of this kind by a
private company, we ought to have the
fullest counsideration, and the Govern-
went should take the Houses of Parlia-
went and the country inte their con-
fidence on this question, and on any
question of a like nature.

Tue CoLoNrar SEcrETARY: The coun-
ditions have been published by advertise-
ment in the Government Gazefte.

How. G. RANDELL: I know; but at
the same time I am quite aware that I
do not understand the conditions; nor
do I think that the conditions published
are the final ones that may be set forth
io the contract; and therefore I venture
humbly to suggest that the greatest eare
and consideration should be taken before
we enter into a contract. Some refer-
ence has been made to spur lines, and
I think I gather from the speech of
Mr. Piesse that he wovld be in favour
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of spur lines oo the Great Southern
Railway, and that he would apparentiy
monopolise them. At any rate we cannot
have many of them.  There has been a
great disparagement of these spur rail-
ways. In Victoria, I think they have
been accused of a great wany things.
They have been passed through Parlia-
went by the inflaence of members, and
have turned out in many cases white
elephants, beginning nowhere and ending
nowhere, and they have not promoted
the interests of the State, and -have been
a serious loss to the railways. Before we
embark on spur lines along the Great
Southern Railway or on any other line,
we want full assurance that they ave
to be put down in the right and proper
places where they are likely to accom-
plish what they profess to serve. 1 see
from a wmorning paper that there was u
great discrepancy between the evidence
given by the officers of the Railway
Department and that given by experts
outside as to the cost of these railwags
and their working expenses; but I am
quite certain that the Goverpment will
not work a railway at the same cost as
private firms. The country would not
let them doitif they were willing to do it.
People demand all sorts of conveniences
and considerations, and thev get them
or there is trouble; and that will prevent
the railways being operated at the same
expenditure as perhaps they are run by
timber companies or by gemtlemen run-
ning them for their own purposes.  For
instance, if the Midland Railway were
taken over by the Government to-morrow
—which we know is not likely to happen,
because it has been said that the pur-
chase is as dead as Julius Cmsar, and we
know that he has been dead a long time,
and I see by a letter appearing in the
paper this morming that I am quite
justified in my opinion—the Govern-
ment would have to spend a great deal
more on running the railway, so that it
is almost certain they would not be able
to make it profitable to the State, as I
understand 1t is at present profitable to
the company. I hope before these spur
lines are undertaken that the most
careful consideration will be given, and I
have no doubt that many points of
departure and many places in the country
will be forced in the most laudable and
enterprising and self-sacrificing way on
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the attention of the Government, pointing
out that this place and that place are the
proper places to start, because the greatest
number of inhabitante will be served and
because the greatest area of good land
will be helped. 8o it behoves the Gov-
ernment to take such steps as will ensure
the country veceiving the best value for
its money. I see a lvan is to be floated
for these spur lines. T had hoped that
we had come to an end of our borrowing,
I believe we cun go on very well without
it. I believe that the taxation of this
country is not so burdensome now that
we could not submit to a little more
taxation for the purpose of effecting these
improvements and carrying out these
developments. It would help the country
forward, and at the end of the construc-
tion of a work we should not have to find
the money for interest. I do not know
exactly what the interest bill is now, but
I believe it is pretty large ; and I believe
that if we had not had to pay that interest
we might with the money have con-
structed a good many of these spur lines
of railway or other conveniences that
make for the development and progress
of the State. I devoutly hope that we
shall not approach theloan market again.
L am entirely against it; and I believe
that the end of it is disaster. In the
other States we can see that the policy
has Leen a bad oue from beginning to
end. The great country of America was
not developed by loans. There they have
a country permeated with railways and
other conveniences, and never had foreign
mqgney on which to pay interest.

Hon. M. L. Moss: All the railways
there are held by companies.

How. . RANDELL: But they are
working for the country. It does not
watter by whom they are held. They
spend the money in the country, and that
is right. We have already borrowed
£16,000,000, and we are proposing to
add another £1,000,000 to that and to
add to the interest bill.  Year after year
we have to pay an enormouns sum in the
way of interest. If we could only put our
shounlder to the wheel and submit to a
little more sacrifice we could accomplish
all ourselves. I hope members will give
e credit for sincerity in the utterance of
these words, because I have a strong and
serious misgiving about the policy of
borrowing. When Mr. James wus
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Premier he suggested that half a million
should be the extent of our borrowing,
but if these plans are carried out they
will involve a great deal winore than that,

and possibly we will lhave to obtain

the money at a very dear price.  We do
not get £100 when we borrow. Weonly
get perhaps £92 out of the £100 when
all expenses are added, and we have to
pay back £100. The iaterest is small
and our burden rests on posterity, but it
is an undesirable burden. I think if we
could encourage immigration of the right
sort we ought to do so by all possible
means. I should like to know what
supﬁ)orb the Apgent General received from
the late Government. The present Gov-
ernment have not been in long enough to
have done anvthing in this matter, but I
am led to understand and hear from
different sources that the very able and
energetic efforts put forth by the Agent
General in London to secure immigrants
for this State of u proper and useful
character have not been backed up. At
least, I can gather such from a speech
delivered by the late Premier (Mr.
Daglish). We should direct the Agent
(General that we want po more imeni-
grants, or else he shounld receive the
earnest support of the Government for
the time being. We shall expect very
much from the present Government in
“thie direction as well as in other direc-
tions, and we shall expect with the
support they have now obtained that
they will proceed in a. way that. is indica-
tive of their convictions, that it will be
their own policy and not one forced upon
them by an Opposition as strong as
themselves. Ancther question is the
finances.
with these, becanse I am very pleased to
see that we are promised the Estimates
in a very shorl time.

reasonable period, in the course of a week
or two, and I trost that will be the case.
“That the finances of the State require
careful consideration” goes without say-
ing, and I am not inclined to give very
much applause to the present Govern-
ment if they do that.
daty to the country. In the administra-

tion of the affairs of the State they |
are expected to exercise the economy,

ability, and experience which they have
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I do not think I need deal :

I thiok it will be .
creditable to the present Government if -
these Estimates are furnished within a -

It is only their
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gained to some extent in the manage-
went of the finances of the State. If
they fail in this, T think it will he a
very sore thing with a large number of
their supporters. The Government should
not be hurried into any expenditure that.
does not give n safe and good return.
We ure to have expeuditure, T see, on
various works; but all of them are
useful and important. There are to be
harbour improvements, and an increased
water supply for the goldfields. I pre-
sume that is to carry the water from
Kalgoorlie to Menzies and other portions
of the eastern and north-castern gold.
fields. ltisvery desirable tohave the large
supply of water at Muudaring utilised to
the fullest extent. I see it is intended to
use some at Midland Junction. That is
a step in the right direction. We are
promised an improved water supply und
ihe initiation of a comprehensive scheme
of sewerage for the metropolitan area, a
work which is to be shortly commenced.
I know it is desired that this matter
should be taken in hand at the earliest
possible moment. The people have had
fault to find with previous Governments
for breaking their promises in this respect.
It iz highly desirable, owing to the in.
creased population in Perth, that steps
should be taken at once to properly deal
with the sewerage of Perth. 1 would.
however, like to take this opportunity of
saying that the difficulty of the problem
has increased during the last few months
when w.: remember the trouble that has
befallen the Perth Council in the drain
from Claisebrook and the trouble which
has occurred in St. George’s Terrace in
reference to a drain running into Ris
Majesty's Theatre. I draw the attention
of the officers of the Government to this
point: they have carried the drains into
the quicksand. Whether it will be neces-
sary to do that in connection with the
deep drainage 1 do not know; but the
greatest care will have to be taken to see
that the drains arve constructed in the
right way, or there will be trouble and
loss in the future. There is the trouble
staring us in the face, involving a con-
siderable outlav, of a small drain—it
cost some thousands of pounds—in St.
George’s Terrace, and this drain will have
to be tuken up and relaid in some other
way. I notice there is not to be much
legislation this session, and the legisla-
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tion mentioned does not seem to be of any | duty, seeing Lhat we are to have an elec-

vary mmportant character or requiring
very much consideration at the present
moment. I always think the proper
time to speak on Hills is after we get the
measures in band and become acquainted
with the details. I therefore do not
nndertake now to deal with the measures
suggested. Ionly say I hope the Govern-
ment will adhere to their programme and
not try to pass any measures of a con-
troversial ar far-reaching character during
this session. I think we can wait for the
few months between now and the next
session for any important measures. [
hope under no circumstanccs will the
Governwent undertake large works with-
out great consideration, and that they
will enable Parliament to give that con.
sideration which is highly necessary, so
that useful measures may be placed on
the statute-hook.

At 6-20, the PresmpENT left the Chair.
At 7:30, Chair resumed.

Hox. J. M. DREW (Central): I
wigh to add my voice to the chorus of
cougratulation whiech has been raised on
every side at the safo return of our Presi-
dent in good health to Western Australia,
and I can do so with the liveliest feelings
of gratitude, for I recognise and wish to
admit that I received from you, sir,
during the time 1 was leader of this
House, every kindness, every courtesy,
and every assistance. In perusing the
the Speech of His Excellency the Gov-
enor, I very much regret to discover that
one of the pledges made by the present
Government previous to the general elec-
tion has not been fulfilled. That pledge
relates to the liberalisation of the Legis-
lative Council. A ecouple of months ago

- the members of the Government in their
various electorates anncunced that they
considered it advisable that the franchise
of the Legislative Council should be
reduced from £25 to £15. They were
not in favour of the abolition of this
Chamber, buf. they considered that the
liberalisation of the franchise was dis-
tinctly necessary. On account of their
moderate platform and their desire to
carry out reform in this direction they
received a large amount of support during
the recent general ele@tion, and I think

that under the circumstances it was their |

tion of 10 members for the Legislative
Conneil next year, to take some steps
during the present session to carry out the
promise they made. I can well recognise
thatin Perth and Fremantle and thewhole
of the metropolitan ares it is not con-
sidered very necessary that there should
be & farther liberalisation of the fran.
chise; but in the country districts and in
the Geraldton district and Greenough dis-
trict, and places like those where rentis not
high, where property is not so valuable
as it is in the metropolis, there are many
inhabitants who feel that there is a
genuine grievance owing to no atep being
taken. T know scores of people in Ger-
aldton who are living in four-reomed
cottages and who only pay 7s. 6d. a week
rent, and in ssine country distriets people
live in very good residences indeed and
pay even less than 7s. 6d.a week. So I
think that, without jeopardising the
safety of the interests of the State, sone
steps might be taken in order to liberalise
the franchise in the direction I refer to.
‘We are informed by the Specch that the
finunces of the State require very close
attention. I think that for the last three
years sentences of a similar character
have appeared i His Excellency's
Speech. There iz no doubt that the
finances of the State require very close
attention, and maore than close attention.
We have been informed by the present
Government that they propose no re-
trenchment and no extra taxation. After
ray expertence in office I fail to perceive
how it is possible to successfully carry
on under the circumstances. 1 see a very
lurge deficit looming ahead. We found
ourselves in a very bad position, and I
think their position must be much worse,
In September they had a surplus of, I
think, £24,000,but that wus due entirely
to the fact that the lands revenue for the
month of September was £47,000 as
against £11,000, which is the average for
other wonths. The whole of the half-
yearly rents due in September were paid
in to the State. We find that they had a
deficit of £17,000 in Cctober, and I shall
not be surprised if the deficit for this
month even exceeds that £17,000 by a
small figure; and vet it is proposed that
there should be no retrenchment and
no farther taxation. If the Colonial
Treagurer of this State can successfully
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carry on during the financial year
without retrenchment or farther tax-
ation, he deserves tu be in office for the
next five years—(Interjection)—for all
time. This is the position, and he hasto
meet the situation. There will be 2
deficiency. The estimated deficiency in
conuwection with the Commonwealth
revenue s £95,000. It may not reach
that figure, but at any rate it will reach
a substantial sam. The increase in the
interest bill will be somethiog like
£110,000. I think these figures are
correct, 8o the present Government will
be something lhike £200,000 in a worse
position than the recent Government. I
am glad to see it is proposed to introduce
a totalisator tax. If that tax will lead to
& reduction in the number of race
meetings in Western Australia, I shall
(do all in my power to carry out that
reform. With regard, to agricultural
lines, so long as those lines can be
justified in this House, they will receive
my support. J have travelled about
Western Australia a good deal, and I
can assure wmembers that unless spur
lines or loop lines are constructed within
12 months land settlement will, so faras
firat-class land is concerned, come to
practically a standstill in Western Aus-
tralia. Within 25 miles of the railway
line all the best land has been selected,
and if we wish farther selection they
must eonstruct either spur lines or loop
lings. But I trust that if the Govern-
ment intend to construct these lines they
will fortifv the House with every possible
information on the point in order to
justify their construction. There seems
to be an impression that these lines are
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to be constructed solely in the Great -

Southern District or Southern portion of
the State. In our district there is ample
justification for a line from Northampion
to the Cue line. I think the Colonial
Seeretary has recently travelled through
that country. The country has been
long settled and a couple of years
ago the Mount Erin Estate was
purchased at a cost of .£9,000
to the Government. The first 22,000
acres were sold for £20,000, or nearly
three times the amount the estate was
originally bought at. After that there
were something like 40,000 acres. But
still these people are practically shut out
from the market. There is & heavy sand.
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plain between the Chapman District and
Geraldton, and it behoves the Government,
to construct roads or build this new line,
which I think absolutely necessary under
the circumslances. About half a dozen
spur lines could be constructed in the
South, and I think the Government
ought in justice to supply this loop line
in the North.

The CoLo¥I1aL
not say that.

The Hox. J. M. DREW : It does not .
say that, but I think we thoroughly
understand it. I may say that this
12ilway would open up about 100,0C0
acres and would allow a good deal of
settlement. I hope the Government
will take immediate steps to ascertain
the facts. I notice that our district is
entirely left out in connection with the
Government proposals, unless the Govern-
ment propose to include the line I have
just asked for.

Hoxn. G. RavpeLr: What is the dis-
tance, Northampton to Cue?

Hor. J. M. DREW: Ounly 30 miles,
and I think each of these spur lines wil)
cover at least 30 miles. There is a com-
prehensive  sewerage scheme for the
metropolitan area, and numerous other
works are contemplated, and I believe it
18 proposed te raise something like
£1,000,000 of wmoney. T shall be only
too pleased if my prophecy turas out
incorrect. If it does I shall be prepared
to apologise. Anyhow, it 1y proposed to
spend £1,000,000 in the Sonthern
districts, and so far as I can see
there is not a penny of the proposed
loan to be spent in our district,
although of course we shall have to pay
our quota of the laxation towards pro-
viding interest und sinking fund. I hope
the Government, in justice to our district,
will see that we get fair play in this con-
nection. With regard to the remarks of
Mr. Piesse in connection with grazing
leases, I have now to compliment the
present Government on the stand they
have taken in refusing to issue grazing
leases at present. I may eaplain my
reasons, and I trust that Mr. Moss will
go into the matter carefully. The recent
grazing leases were withdrawn in the
first place to ullow arrears to be over-
taken, but afterwards there was a decision
in the Supreme Court in the vase of the
late Sir Jamey Lee Steere against the

Secrerary: It does
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Government, in which it was set forth
that there should be no selection of graz-
ing leases in any pastoral leases taken up
under the regulations of 1887. There
are 3% million acres of land in the South-
West Division of the State held uoder
the regulations of 1887 ; and if we throw
open grazing leases to-morrow, wo one
but the persons who have pastoral leases
over that 3} million acres of land can
select grazing leases on that land.

Honw. C. A. Piesse: Absolutely wrong.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I am perfectly
right, because I have had experience of
it. No one except the pastoral lessee or
someone whom he has authorised can
select; and I can assure you he will give

[COUNOCIL.]
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. was exported from Champion Bay thun

from any port in Western Australia ex-
cept Fremantle. Sn we see the necessity
for supporting the pastorval industry in
our district in every possible manner;
and efforts in this direction will be very
highly appreciuted. There is o large
number of sheep unmually destroyed in
this State from one end to the other by

. the dingos, especially in our district.

his authority to no one except his dummy. -

Prohiably Mr. Piesse has not considered
this aspect of the question. Of course,
if we can throw open pastoral leuses
under the Act of 1898, or if grazing
leases can be selected from these pustoral
leases without interfering with the others,
I have no objection, except that I should
like to see the maximum reduced by
half, and that instead of a wman being
allowed to take up 5,000 acres of third-
class Innd, he should only be allowed to
talke up 2,500 acres, or iustead of bLeing
allowed to take up 4,000 acres of second-
class land he should only be allowed to
take up 2,000 acres. But by all means
provide him with szcond or third-class
land if we can do it. Only 260 persons
will be benefited by the wholesale throw-

One man lost no less than 1,000
sheep in one year, and others in small
proportions. 'I'here was u Bill iz course
of preparvation when I was Minister for
Agriculture providing for the placing of
the administration of the funds in con-
neciion with dingos under boards which
were bo have the power of taxation on
shee), while the Grovernment were to sub-
sidise the boards, which were given full
authority over the administration of the
vote for the destruction of dingos. At
present, the vote is not administered.
It is supposed to be administered by the
Department of Agriculture, but that
department hus absolutely no control
over it. A justive of the peace gives a

~ certificate tu a wan who brings in the

ing open of grazing leases; and the :

Government must have given that every
consideration, otherwise they would have
undone what the prior Government did.
They huve justified the attitude we took
up. They have no power of resumption
for selection as grazing leases. They
have only power of resumption for sale
or conditional purchase selections. 1
notice that it is proposed to undertake
artesian boring in the North-West. 1
would point out that on the Lower

Murchison there are large numbers of

squatters where the water supply is im-
perfect, I trust the Colonial Secretary
will try to induce the Minister for Works
to put down at least one bore in the
Lower Murchison district, and T am sure
that if a good water supply is secured it
will induce the whole of the squatters in
that locality to follow up the good ex-
ample set them. Tast year more wool

scalps, and the Treasury pavs on that
certificate, while the Depariment of Agri-
culture has absolutely no confrol over it.
But if this Bill became law, and it is
modelled somewhat on the New South
Wales Pastoralist Protection Act, the
local boards would administer the Act
and the vote in connection with dingos,
and would tax people who are at present
eontributing in no way towards the
destruction of dingos. There may be
po time this session, but I trust the
Government will submit the Bill to the
House next session. The Brands Bill
was passed last Parliament, but I recog-
nised there were many defects in it, and
promised that an amendment would be
brought forward this year, when members
would have an opportunity of discussing
them; and on that understanding the
Bill was passed. I endeavoured to carry
out that promise, and when I left office
there was a Bill almost prepared by the
Parliamentary Draftsman and almost
ready for submnission to this Chamber.
I am sorry to see it is not proposed to
bring it forward this session, because I
am sure that in its present ineffective
state the Act will be a source of
trouble,



Addrese-in-Reply :

TrRe CovroNialL SEcBETARY: Why not
introduce it yourself ?

Hon, J. M. DREW : I fully expected
the Government would have brought it
forward. I have not a copy of the mea-
sure. It should be brought forward now.
There shonld beno loss of time. Several
members in thie House are prepared to
pass an intelligent opinion on the Bill,
and [ recognise there will be a lot of
trouble unless the Actis amended. I am
glad it is proposed to amend the Elec-
toral Act, and I trust the amendment will
take the form of the abolition of postal
voting, or & very serious reform of that
system. There have been gross scandals
in conuection with the postal voting in
our district and gross abuses of the
system. I bave known postal voting
officers to drive around the country and
openly solicit votes, and iu some cases to
intimidate people.  One might say, why
not prosecute them?  But it is impos-
sible to get peuple to come forward and
give evidence. They do not like to appear
in a court of law as informers. I think
the remedy is the abolition of the system
or a very serious amendment in order to
prevent the abuses that ocour on all sides.
I do not think I shall say very much on
the subject of Bills. The Speech seems
to be very cleverly drawn; and I think
we shall have to wait until the details
come before the House. I hope the
business in this Chamber will be speedily
prosecuted, and that we shall be able to
termivate our labours before Christmas.
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fall, I bave an idea that us we go along

| we shall find cheaper methods of treating

i output.

r—————

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (South): I

wigh first to congratulate you, Mr. Presi-
dent, on your return to the State in good
health. We are very glad to see yon
back again.
our old leader, Hon, W, Kingsmill, on
being reappointed to the office. T am
sure he need have ne fear but that he has
the confidence of the House and that we
will give him the same good treatment
we gave him before. Tam glad to see that
the gold export has been noticed in the
Speech ; and T have no reason to view with
alarm the pessimistic reports made by
some of the engineers who have recently
visited the State.
hopeful view on the mining industry
here; and although Mr. Hoover, of
Bewick, Moreing, & Co., a recent visitor,

said that he thought that unless there

were fresh discoveries the yield would

I also wiskt to congratulate

I look with a more .

low-grade ores, which will maintain our
We have heard these alarm-
ing reports before. We have gone
through slumps and booms; and there
have been perieds during the history of
Kalgroorlie, for instanee, in which many
of our mines have looked very gloomy ;
in fact, some of them have almost {hreat-
ened to peter out; but at the eleveuth
hour & new lode has been discovered, and
we find the mines again in a flourishing
condition. [ think that there are great
possibilities that these fresh discoveries
will continne. This time last year, for
instance, the Associated Mine was looked
upon as a foregone hope. The lodes
were under the value of payable ore, but
to-day they have made a discovery of a
new lode, and the shares have nearly
doubled in value, and the mine shows
prospects of a very long life. The recent
additions to mining machinery have
shown us thut we can treat very low
grade ores at a profit; and not only that,
but there are mines at the north end of
Kalgoorlie, which a little while ago were
looked upon as barren, that have recently
been taken op and machinery put on
them, und they are to-day producing
gold. T certainly think that there is a
good time in front of this State as a gold
producer ; also as a producer of other
minerals, For that reason I have to
heurtily congratulate the present Govern-
ment for the proposal whereby they
intend to assist the prospector. I quite
recognise it is necessary to go on prospect.
ing in this country, and auy assistance
the Government can give the prospector
will be heartily weleomed by the Eastern
Goldfields and also by the North-East
Goldfields, One way in which they can
assist the rining community is by giving
us cheaper water. I am glad to notice
in the Speech that it is intended to
extend the water scheme beyond Kal-
goorlie. We are now paying very high
prices for water, and it is only by extend-
ing the system to other centres that we
will get the reduction we desire. I am
sure the scheme will always be a boon to
us. It bas been to the present. It bas
" assisted us by reducing costs; amd by
! still cheaper water we will still farther
reduce the cost of mining. With reference
to the reports which have recently ap-
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peared about our mining industry, I do
not think that sufficient notice has been
taken of the. recent discoveries. For
instance, there is a new district known as
Davyhurst, where the Golden Pole is
situated. There are only one or two
mines operating there; but for the lode
the mining engineers who have visited
that district aver that there are very
great possibilities. I hope that the
Government will see fir to run a spuor
live out, for 80 miles from the main line
to Davyhurst. It will add considerably
to the advantage of that district and
to the cheaper treatment of ore. There
18 a line of reef there seven miles
long, and I suppose you can roughly
estimate the whole mine as worth about
eight or ten pennyweights. The majority
of ussays I have seen from that district
come from shafts down from 100 to 200
feet, ranging from eight pennyweights to
over ¢one ounce. There are distniets of
that kind, and I trust the Government
will see the necessity of assisting them,
There is one other thing we require to
consider. Many wmembers know that
when a prospector takes up a mining
leage the first thing he thinks about is
how to get enough to pay for his work,
He goes as far as he can. I feel sure the
Government must do something with
regard to assisting the miner where there
is water at present. At present wmost
of the men are working their shows down
to water level, and then abandoning them.
They have not the funds to provide
expensive pumps or winding plants, and
consequently they can go no farther. I
kpow dozens of places about the Murrin
and Morgans districts and Laverton and
Burtville where it was pointed out very
recently that those miners had sunk their
shafts to 100 feet and could not go farther
on account of want of capital. They
have paying ore, but large pumps and
the expenses of mining machinery will be
beyond them. It will be for the Govern-
ment to establish mining bourds in
centres like that with a view of letting
to these men a pump or assisting them in
the direction of getling one, and I feel
sure it will repay the Government by
opening up the industry. We all regard
the gold-mining industry as a staple
industry of this State. There is no
other industry in the world that uses so
much of every produce that a country
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can give as does the mining industry.
I am pleased to see the (Gtovernment
recognise that, and intend to belp those
men in every way possible. I notice a
reference to the Port Hedland Railway.
Iintend to support any measure which
will provide a railway line from any of the
ports inland. Ina greatcountry like this
that is what is required, and { think it is
much better to do that kind of thing than
to propose to subsidise companies. Iam
rather inclined to think the Government
should build the line themselves. I am
in favour of Government-owned rail-
ways, aud we have not bad a very happy
experience of privately-owned railways.
I think that the line is warranted and
the Government could easily take the
matter in hand themselves. Anvhow,
for the sake of the mining industry and
for the sake of developmeni, T will sup-
port any measure that will have for its
object the running of a line from the
coast inland for the purpose of develop-
ment. I would just like to allude to Mr.
Piesse’s reference with regard to spur
lines. I have been in the agricultural
districts in other States, and T find that
good roads are often better than spur
lines of railway.

Hox, M. L. Mose: Not when they
have to carry agricultural produce 30
miles.

Hown. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: You will
see drovers in Vietoria now who travel 80
and 100 miles with Joads of wool and
wheat.

MemBER: Wool, not wheat,

How. T. ¥. 0. BRIMAGE: I am not
a farming expert; but I certaioly think
that good rouds are essential to farming
districts. Anyhow, I shall support the
farming industry in the matter of spur
lines, I always regurd the represen-
tatives of the farming industry, and
wherever it is possible I shall support
them. I ootice that the Government
intend boring for artesian water, and I
am glad they meau to start those bores.
I feel sure there is a lot of artesian water
throughout the northern portions of this
country. They have it at Ocdnadatta in
South Australia, and in many parts of
Queensland, and to my mind there is
little doubt that in portions of the
northern goldfields we can get urtesian
water. At all events, I am glad they are
making the experiment, and T trust their



Address-in-Reply:

efforts will meet with success. T have
very little farther to say, but this,
that I feel sure that now there is a
stable Government in power we can look
forward to progress and prosperity. The

{29 Novesurg, 1005,

former Government in power had not the

majority necessary for carrying on, but
now the country has given its voice and
a good majority is secured, I trust we
shall have the progress that I see lvoming
ahead. I feel
industry is going to improve, and with
equal certainty I look forward to other
industries improving.

Hon. W. T. LOTON (East): I did
not intend to intrude upon the House
this evening, but as this is a new
session, I should just like briefly to say a
few words. In the first place, sir, T
cannot refrain from joining with other
memnbers in saying how pleased we are
to see you back 1 such good health.
I am also glad to see the smiling
members on the other side of the
House, who were sick, so well supported.
One hears it said that this House is
inclined to be a little dilatory. I do not
know whether suech is the case, but I
hope that we will prove at all events that
it is a falsehood. The Speech of His
Excellency is brief, but it contains a lot
of matter. We are told in one instance
that the finances require close attention.
Then we are told that in order to go on
developing the country the Government
propose to enter the loan market for
certain works. We are told, almost at
the end of the Speech—

The scheme of legislation which will be
laid before you during the present session will
not be of large proportions.

If members will look at a clause prior
to that, addressed to the Legislative
Assembly, they will read :—

Expenditure from loan fandzs will be
mecessary upon the railways previously re-
ferred to; on harbour improvements, in-
creased water supplies fo the goldfields,
improvements of existing and creating new
stock routes, horing for artesian water in the
North and North-West, and in cther important
directions. Improving the water supply, and
the initiation of n comprchensive scheme of
sewerage for the metropolitan area will
shortly be commenced. You will be asked to
grant a farther loan anthorisation.

We have it in one clause that practically
little legislation will be introduced, and
in a prior clause there is a list almost as

sure the gold-mining
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long as one’s arm. I suppose it is not
intended to bring this legistation for-
ward. It is a flowery speech. Tt is quite
evident that at this stage they cannot
seriously intend dealing with these
measures. It is proposed, I understand,
to practise economy. I would suggest to
the Government, seeing they bave heen
referred to as a stable Government and
a strong Government represeuting the
country and its best interests, that if
they desire practising economy they
should start with the Parliament first.

 Briog in a Bill—shall I say to dv away

with psyment of members of Parliament ?
Is that too drastic for members? It
would mean a saving of £186,000 a year.
Perhaps it would be too drastic; but if
80, b¢ moderate and bring in a Bill to
reduce the payment of members to £100
a year. Then we shall save £8,000 a
year. That is one of the ways to
economise, to start with. When we have
a strong Government chosen to see that
the money is well spent, let us start with
ourselves and bring our salaries down.
[(MempEr: Where are the supporters 7]
The work of Parliament can be easily
got through in three months, and a pay-
ment of £100 per annum would be ample
to meet all outside expenses of every
member of Puarliament during that
period.  So reduce the present payment.
Let that be one of the first Bills. Then
we shall see that they mean economy. I
do not: propose to deal with the details of
the Bills that are suggested. There will
be ample time to do so when we know a
Jittle more of their purport. But I will just
refer, for instance, to spur lines of rail-
way proposed. I have heard light lines
referred to. Whatever lines of railway
we have in settled districta—when I say
settled districts T mean where we have
railways at present, and not a railway in
the North-Woest—one of the first pro-
posals I shonld lay down is that we
should not alter the gauge of the railway.

Ture CororraL SecreTary: It is not
proposed to do so.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Then another
thing is we aiust not have our line of rail-
way too light, becanse if we are to carry
produce we shall have weight. Then as
to the question of spur lines, it mav
be all very well for Mr. Piesse to ignore
the fact that if we build a spur line the
first 15 miles will be practically a waste
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of mouney, as the first 15 miles can be
served by the present railway; and so
far as T can see at present I am not
prepared to pledge myself in any way.
Tt seems to me that going from New-
castle south, if the country is good
enough and the water supply is suffi-
cient east of our present line, the Dest
thing to do will be to have a loop line
ingtead of these spur lines, because the
loop lines would serve a larger area of
country and at less cost. If we bad a
spur line of railway there should be
something at the end of that spur line in
addition merely to agricultural land. Tf
the line is to do nothing but serve that
locality and convey the products of the
soil from the inland districts, it is a very
doubtful thing to my mind whether there
would not be a very serious loss in the
working of that railway. I do not desire
to speak against opening up the country
by railways, because the country cannot
be opened up without them; but it is a
question whether we shall be in a posi-
tion to do this extra work, It may be
all very well for members to get up and
say that all the land within 15 or 20
miles of our present railways is taken up.
50 it may be. But what is the position
at the present time? What work is
being done upon it? To what extent is
it improved ? How wmauy years will it
take to develop this land already taken
up within 20 miles of the railway ¥ Not
a quarter of it is developed at the present
time. There is plenty of land adjacent
to the railways at  present wanting
development, and plenty of work for
people who will go on the land either for
themnselves or as employees.

How. C. A. Pressg: You try them.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Can the hon.
member controvert what I say, that
the land is not improved yet? That is
the point. I say it is net improved.
People have got it, but it will take them
some vears to improve it. The hon.
member knows that perfectly well. He
cannot run away from experienced men
like those who sit in this House, such as
Mr. McKenzie, for instance, from the
goldfields, who kunows all about it. Now
with regard to the finances, we are at the
close of the first six months of the financial
year. If the Government are desirous of
getting straight and being able to keep
s*raight the finances of this State, they
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will have, to my mind, to do what 1
will very shortly indicate. They will
have to call Parliament together before
the end of June in each year.
You have then got to the end of the
working year; you will have spent all
you have been authorised to spend; and
by calling “Parliament together say
before the end of June, you can have
your Estimates on the table by the middle
of July at all events, In this way mem-
bers will be able to see the real position.
Under the present system, important
works such as raillways may be passed
from time to time before the Estimutes
are on the table; whereas by the plan I
should prefer, members would be able to
see what was the policy of the Govern-
ment in regard to the finances. T say
that is the only way to get control of the
finances. While you go cn voting, as
Parliament does now, a quarter of a
million in one week and another quarter
of a million a week or two later, half the
revenue of the year may be voted away
before the Estimates are on the table.
Any financial institution of magnitude,
if it carried on its busioess in that way,
would soon be financially tight, I do noet
say bankrupt, but in an inconvenient
position, probably unable to carry on for
the year; and I must say that except
for the leniency of Parliament, the
Government would not have been able to
carry on in the way that has been
attempted during the last two years, und
has been proposed again this session. Tt
may be time for the House to seriously
consider whether members should not
stop the voting of money before the
Estimates are considered. I have spoken
plainly on the matter, not for any other
than the interests of the country. Of .
course the Government know all about
these things—they always do; and I
hope that next year we shall Lave the
Estimates placed on the table early,
before we are asked to vote considerable
sums of money. There iz one other point,
in regard to the railway for opening the
North-Weat. Theseconderof the Address-
in-Reply spoke against the proposal,
and some other members have spoken
against it this evening. Have the Govern-
ment considered that in starting from Port,
Hedland they will first have to traverse
90 or 100 miles of sandplain? I do not
know what traffic can be expected from
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couniry of that sort; whereas in starting
from the other place the line will go
through auriferous country the whole
way, and will also serve pastoral stations
that will bring some traffic.

TuE CoLoniaL SEcrETARY : There are
stations on the proposed route, and they
will all send stock.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: I understand it
is proposed to build this railway accord-
ing to the standard of Government lines ;
not by the Goverument, but under a
system of guarantee. I understand the
Minister will ask Parliament to guarantee
the interest on the cost of construction,
with a right to purchase at cost price. It
appears to me that if this line is to be
constructed, it should not be on the
expensive scale of a Government railway ;
beeause if it is found in the course of ten
years that thereis no permanent necessity
for the railway, the Government will not
buy it. It may in the meantime have
served ite purpose, and if built at a less
cost there will be less risk of loss.

Hon.J. W. Wrianr: How about the
guarantee then 7 How long will it last ?

How. W. T. LOTON: I am consider-
ing the matter as an ordinary business
man would do, and these are points that
require consideration. I do not know of
course how long the guarantee will last,
and we bave yel to see whether Parlia-
ment will agree to a guarantee. We
must ask ourselves first, what is the line
to be built for? If it is to start from
Port Hedland, it will be for one purpose
only, that of serving the mineral industry,
ot a portion of it as a member interjects;
but if it goes the other way it will be
more permanent. I am not pledging
myself, but only alluding to these points
in order that the Government in their
wisdom, and of course Governments are
always wise, may congider them. With
these remarks T support the Address.

Hown. W. MALEY (South-East): 1
wish first to join in congratulating you,
Mr. President, on your return to the
Chair, and I concur in the hope that you
will long continue your useful career in
this House and in this country. The
question that appears to me to be the
most burning one at present is that of
building agricultural railways. Members
who have spoken oo it seem to have been
reading something outside the Speech;
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for if we take the Speech as printed, it
simply says:—

In order to provide farther necessary facili-
ties for the successful occupation of those
agricultural lands situsted at Some distance
from our present railway system, it is the
intention of my advisers to seek the consent
of Parliament to the construction of severai
agricultural lines from various points en the
existing milways. It is realised that the
construction of theselight lines, whilst proving
of great assistance to the settlers already on
the land, will also encourage additional settle-
ment in the districts referred to.

I see here no reference whatever to rail-
ways for the Great Southern District, and
I understand that some members in
their remarks mean that the most im-
portant agricultural district of the State
is aloneside the Great Southern Railway,
If, then, these agricultural areas stand
out with such prominence, and if the
(Government proposal is to construct
those railways ingide that province which
I have the honour to represent with iy
able colleague for the South-East, those
railways should be constructed. But, ¢n
the other hand, one is not so parochial
nor is it desirable to disguise the fact
that there are other districts, agricultural,
pastoral, and grazing, where such products
ag cherries, fruits, and fodder plants may
be profitably grown, and there is always
justification for the extension of railways
in such districts. T am not here as an
advocate for the Greut Southern District
in the proposal to construct spur lines in
that province. I am satisfied that hon,
members in another place and in this
House, if they travel as the Minister has
travelled recently through that part of
the country, will discover abundant rea-
sons why those railways should be con-
structed, not as an experiment but as a
necessity, and as a farther extension of -
lines that have almost passed the period
of experiment; and that country is one
which lends itself to rapid development.
It has been said that the building of these
railways is to be an experiment ; and while
the cost of construction as indicated here
to-night ranges from £700 to .£1,000 per
mile, that should not be a dangerous
experiment ; for if we construct 25 to 50
miles of railway at £1,000 per mile ag an
experiment, how will that compare with
the giving of £40,000 for building a town
hall in Perth asa gift to wealthy citizens ?
These are the facis, that £40,000
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would construct some 50 miles of railway
—putting it at the price quoted. If the
Government are to hesitate for the want
of funds in the direction of the construc-
tion of railways, if the Government are
to put back the hands of the clock or
slop the progress of settlewment, then
they ought also to stop the construction
of other works that .are not necessary for
the upbuilding of the State. When
once the country is settled it enables a
fited population to remain on the soil.
With the question of railway construc.
tion comes the question of immigration.
What is the most prominent question at
the present time, which is the greater
need, immigration or railway constroc-
tion ? In the face of what has happened
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lately—the condition of politics in the

State—the Government cannot bring
forward an immigration policy unless
they tack on to it a railway construclion
policy. If the Government were to build
one spur line and it settled a number of
people on the soil, that would add to the
wealth of the country. It would wmean
the placing on the soil of a number of

1

persons who would help to bear the °

burdens of the State. The ¢roakers and
pessimists could not rajse their voices, or
put obstacles in the way. I trust this
House and another place will proceed
with the proposed measures, and that the
QGovernment in this instance will have
the work dome. I am pleased to say,
while I recognise the James Government

Second day.

will understand that the country there is
not possessed of ordinary wealth, that it
possesses a climate and advantages which
perhaps no other part of the State
possesses in the same degree. The ques-
tion of loop lines is one to which I am
not partienlarly wedded. I am nof here
to-might te advocate spur lines par-
ticularly ; still T am not wedded to loop
lines. I recognise this is an immense
Stute and we have to allow for expansion,
and if we construct a loop line and make
it parallel with the Great Southern line
or any other railway line, where is the
expansion to take place in the future?
Your loop line ends practically vour
railway system. If as is reported at the
preseut time on the Great Southern Rail-
way the gold industry is springing up,
for they have discovered gold east of
Pingelly, provision must be made for it,
and these things can occur in other parts
of the State. Other minerals may be
found, and it may be necessary to con-
struct railways farther east ov farther
north as the case may be. If that takes
place and there is a loop line, that loop line
will he found in the way; but if the Gov-
ernment construct a spur line with a view
to settlement, they can push out the popu-
lation at the end of the line, and it may

- then be found that the spur line will

require to be added to. I am notopposed
to any loop lines, for they are necessary
in connection with other railways, but 1t

" is 2 moot point whether we should accept

were the first to move in the direction .
* ledge of agriculture and whose connection

of opening up agricultural lands, the
Labour Government who were in power
expressed  themselves in approval of
that particular railway in my province,
which T think was suggested in the
Governor's Speech, that 1s the railway
from Katanning to Kojonup.
Minister for Lands at that time (Mr.

the advice of railway experts whose know-

with politics do not warrant us in
listening to their views. Inregard to the
grazing leases which are not now being
allotted, T suy I highly approve of the

- country disposing of its public asset at

The

Drew) toured the district and made
" week, and the old seitlers there assured

himself acquainted not ounly with the
district itself but with the wonderful
energy of the people.
some of the most energetic people in that
district in the State.
there are uo people with more energy or
who have evinced so much energy as the
people in the Xojonup district. When
wembers are told that 20 miles out from
the railway we sauw one of the biggest
ghows in the State, bigger than any of

the shows along the railway lines, they

Perhaps there are -

I say advisedly .

the earliest possible moment to people
who will put it to use. There are large
areas in this country, I was on some last

me that there were large areas of second
and third class land suitable only for
prazing purposes. If these lands are to
lie idle and people come here and go away
to the Bastern States again disgusted at -
the Government refusing to allow them
to settle on the land. it is {ime the regu-
lations under which the Lands Depurt-
ment is supposed to be acting be insisted
upon. The land is lying idle, without
any occupants at all, kangaroos are run-
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ning over it and it s really a waste. One !
may travel for 30 miles through country !
that ought to be put to account at once.
Not only is it suitable for grazing but
there is water in pools in the vicinity., I

want to see the Government inducing l
people to settle on this country. What
15 the price of the land to the country as
long as the improvements are carried out?
‘What is it to the country to have rabbits
coming in here as they are coming and
this land unoccupied ¥ It is a great deal
to the country: it wmeans that the Gov-
ernment have practically to undertake the
work of keeping back the rabbits: Again
it mesns putting up farther lines of
fencing. It will be a sad thing for the
country if people are not allowed to go
into occupation. If the land is occupied
and fenced it is a great asset to the
country, for the settlers are producers of
revenue. In regard to the poison referred
to by Mr. Dempster, T am surprised that
1 should be left to bring before the
House the necessity for dealing with the
poison. Every member of the House
engaged in agriculture will realise that
one of the greatest drawbacks to agricul-
ture or stock-raising in the State is the
poison, yet we find not only are the Gov-
ernment holding large areas of poison
country, but the roads already feoced by
the settlers for bundreds of miles at
a stretch are infested with poison.
Hundreds of sheep were lost in a day
ooly recently in travelling along the
roads, Every effort should be made to
rid the roads districts of this nuisance.
I advocate the appointment of a board to
deal with this nuisance, or that the roads
boards be empowered to levy a rate and
that the Government insist that the
roads board in every district should
keep the roads clear of poison. I hope
that necessary legiglation will be brought
forward to enable this to be done, or the
loss to capital and to the Stale will in-
crease year by year. We are advancing

(29 Novencer, 1905.]

in agriculture: we bave heard to-night
about the arrangement to be made at
Fremantle for the export of wheat, that
is a sign of the times; but there will be
other articles to be exported, there will
be the export of bacon. A factory is
being opened in this State by one of the
largest bacoun exporters in the Comwmon-
wealth, Then there will be the export
of butter and lambs., Every member

Second day. L1
engaged in agriculture will feel it his
duty to advocate the best appointments
for the haodling of grain and the hand-
ling of stock and for shipping at our
ports; and we all recognise the value
of Fremantle, of Geraldton, and Albany,
and of the other ports in the State,
even Port Hedland. I hope I shall
do nothing to obstruct the growth of
the port of Fremanle. 1 said when I
first eutered the Chamber and I say it
to-night, that the time is coming, as
Captain Laurie said, when we should
enlarge the port of Fremantle. But we
must know before we venture on any
farther enlargements of that port what is
the best scheme of enlargement, or
whether the country will stand it. We
want to know when the limit of espendi-
ture in connection with the port of Fre-
mantle has been reached or wili be
reached. We must have our limit in the
direction of harbour construction. I say
this in no carping spirit, but in the
interests of the State. As far as mining
is concerned I am satisfied that with the
price of labour at the present time it is
somewhat difficult to make certain pro-
positions pay. It is not only the price of
labour, but, as already has been stated,
facilities should be given for railway
trausit to wining centres. There must
be increased facilities, and realising that
T say I have great hope in the future of
the miniog industry. I do not say that
wages should be o much reduced but. that
betlter methods and betfer conveniences
should be employed for the treatment of
low-grade ores and for the carriage of
machinery. T am satisfied that with
careful leadership on the part of the
Grovernment and careful attention to the
finances and with careful attention {o the
questions which have been brought before
the House to-night, and with the stable
Government such as we have, we are
going to win the confilence of many
people in the Eastern BStates, we are
going to win the confilence again of the
British eapitalist, for we cannot dispense
with the British capitalist. We have had
perhaps less British capital in Western
Australia for its size than any other
State in the Commonwezlth., It is
recognised we have wonderful resources,
and I am satisfied that in the next two
or three years, if the helm of the State is
properly steered, we shall have very good
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. times and make very good progress
throughout the country and the State,
and we shall also prosper and flourish.
I am pleased to support the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply.

Hox. E. McLARTY (South-West):
It is not my intention to take up much
time, as the Governor's Speech has been
pretty fully discussed. I desire, Mr.
President, to offer you wmy congratu-
lations, in common with other members,
on seeing you back in your place in this
House. I note with pleasure that the
Government propose to build farther
agricultural railways. An hon, mewmber
has said to-night that he has seen wheat
carted for BO miles in this State. I pity
the farmer who carted it, even if it were
given to him. If we take the price of
the wheat at 3s. per bushel, and take the
ordinary load ai{ Y0 bushels, that load
would cost 10 guineas to cart to market.
Such a cost will not permit of many
days’ travelling with a team sufficiently
stroag to take the load over bush tracks.
Therefore I think it is apparent, if we
are to open up the agricnltural lands of
the country and to create an export trade
in wheat, that we must have railway
fucilities. At the same time, I perceive
that great caution will be peeded in
building spur railways. There will be a
tremendous demand for them from all
parts of the coontry; and the Govern-
ment will have to be very careful indeed
in the selection of localities to be favoured
by railways of whatever description may
be decided on. For my own part, I think
it questionable whether it is worth while
departing at all from the presen$ system
of railway construction; whether, if we
are to have spur railways 20 or 30 miles
in length, it is worth while to construct
a different kind of railway or one of
lighter material, necessitating different
rolling-stock at a considerable difference
in cost. At the same time, I am under
the impression that we shall have ample
opportunity during the next session of
Parliament to discuss the spur lines; for
it is utterly impossible that the Govern.-
ment can carry out immediately all the
workse mentioned in this very short
Governor's Speech. At the present time
we have whatIsuppose I may call a spur
line branching from the Great Southern
Railway; and I should prefer to see
the Government continue that line as
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originally intended, instead of stopping
half way between Narrogin and Collie.
The Narrogin to Collie railway has
already been authorised by Parliawent,
and has been commenced; and I think
the Governmeni would aet wisely by
finishing the work already begun, hy
continuing that line to Collie. Then
again, we require railways not only in
the interests of agriculture, but of agri-
culture and other imdustries combined.
In the South-West District that I have
the honour of representing, we bad a
survey authorised by Parliament and
made a few years ago, at a cost to the
country of about £4,000; and it was
demonstrated beyond doubt that we have
a practicable route, with no engineering
defects to speak of. That line has never
yet been begun. The route traverses
what is admitted, 1 think on all sides, to
be one of the best untouched timber
forests in the State. That line is fully
justified ; and I hope the Grovernment will
take steps to construct some portion of
it, thus giving employment to a large
number of men now travelling the roads
and starving. [ refer to the Marradong
Railway. Undoubtedly scores of men are
travelling about the country, simply
starving and unable to get employment;
and I should like to see some timber lines
started, because there is plenty of work,
and the cry wherever I go, from sleeper-
hewers and people wishing to put down
saw mills, 1z that they are unable to
obtain concessions and facilities for
carrying on their industry, I am quite
sure that 20 wmiles of that Marradong
Railway would be immediately reprodue-
tive. I know geveral companies with
ample means prepared to work mills as
soon as they huve a guarantee that they
can get their timber carried away; aod
hundreds of men willbe employed. That
is what the State needs; and the rail.
way will, moreover, benefit a con-
siderable number of settlers who have
been somewhat misled by previous
(Governments, on the strength of the
gurvey of thig line, and the practical
assurance that it would be constructed.
On that assurance a considerable area of
land has been tuken up and settled, and
the people bitterly complain that they
have not the facilities to which they are
entitled. Another railway which for
years I have strongly favoured is the
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Nullagine Railway. From what point on
the seaboard that should start is a matter
which will, as was said to-night, need
very careful investigation; but I am not
in accord with Mr. Randell’s argument

that the work should not be undertaken .
by private enterprise. I think, if there

is one rzilway that we may safely leave
to private enterprise, it is the Nullagine
Railway. It will have no connection with
any other railway svsten in the State;
and in our present financial position, [
feel sure that if they wait till the Gov-
ernment are prepared to build about 200
miles of railway in that district—a very
costly undertaking—the people of Nulla-
gine will wait for mauy years before they
see a railway at all.  The district is
languishing, and the people are living
there only in the hope of railway facili-
ties. T am entirely in accord with leav-
ing the construction of the line to private
enterprise. Mention has been made of
the omission from the Speech of any
proposal for a dock at Fremantle. That
work has been referved to in a number of
Speeches; and T think the Government
have acted wisely in this connection, con-
sidering our financial position, in leaving
the proposal out of this session’s pro-
gramme; for it is quite certain they are
not prepared to undertake it. 1 am
quite in accord with Captain Laurie that
when a dock is constructed at Fremantle
the country wants it to be a proper dock;
and I should prefer the country to wait
for two or three years, or longer, until we
are in a position to construct such a dock
as is needed for the first port of call in
Australia. The matter of immigration
is mentioned in successive Speeches
almost every year. It is always gratify-
ing to find that we are abou! to geta
class of 1mmigrants who bave plenty of

money in their pockets, and are prepared

1o settle on the land and force the country
ahead. 1 ree in the paragraph referring
to immigration that “no effort will be
spared to secure a class of immigrants
who will become contented, prosperous
settlers amongst us, and a valuable
addition to the commumity.” 1f we can
obtain immigrants of that class, we shall
hail with greuat satisfaction ibeir introduc-
tion to the State; but I think there will
be considerable difficulty in getting them.

Tue ConoNiaL SeckeTary: We are
already geiting them.

{29 Noveseer, 1905.]

Second day. 57

Hox. E. McLARTY: I am glad to
hear it. 1 do not generally find that
class of people anxious to leave their
homes. Mention is made in the Speech
of opening up and improving the stock
routes to the North. That matier is of
great importance to the whole of this
country; and I hope the Government
will keep it well to the fore, and give
betier facilities for watering and for
travelling stock. Boring for artesian
water will have to be nndertaken. There
is no question that we have hundreds of
thousands of acres of good pastoral
country in the North not being utilised,
simply becaust it is waterless. When
, we get a dry season such as we are now
unfortunately experiencing, that is the
very country on which we should be able
to rely. It has stock feed that will earry
stock through a dry season; but we are
unable to make use of that country
because it has no water. It will be very
important to prove whether artesian water
does or does not exist there. I do not
think that the whole cost of providing
water should fall ou the Government. I
have a little interest there; and I do not
think that those associated with me, and
the squatters generally, will object to
paying their share, or to going on with
the work themselves, if the Government
will demonstrate that water is procurable
by boring. We want to know whether
water is available ; and T hope the Goveran-
ment will come to the rescue, and give
all possible assistance. The Aborigines
Bill is one which for some time we have
heen anticipating, and it is now on the
Notice Paper. Ithink I may compliment
the Government on the measure, which,
while it will afford every protection to
the aborigines, seems to be very fair in’
| other respects. The Speech generally is
one which T am sure will commend itself
to members; but I can assure the Gov-
ernment that great responsibilities rest
upon them. The whole country is look-
ing forward to quite a new era of pro-
sperity. All feel great confidence; and it
rests with the Government to show that
they are worthy of the trust reposed in
themn hy the country. Mention is made
also of the Brands Act passed last session.
There is no doubt that is a very unsatis-
factory measure. It was practically rushed
through at the last moment, when I think
i few of those interested in the matter were
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present; and I should like to see it
amended. There is undoubtedly plenty
of room for its amendment. T do not
know that T need take up any more time,
save by congratulating the Government
and hoping that all the good things
expected of them may be realised.

Hown. C. SOMMERS (North-East) :
Like other members, T congratulate you,
Mr. President, on vour restoration to
health, and hope that you will long be
spated to occupy your high and honour-
able position. T see it is prophesied that
we shall have a short session; and I for
one am quite agreeable, T think it buot
right that the present Government should
have the chance of looking into varions
departments which must be in great dis-
order. We know that during the last 12
months Ministerial attention to detail
bas not been accorded. The Speech con-
gratulates the country on the progress of
mining, pastoral, and other industries as
of a gratifying nature. As regards the
development of mining, I for one cabnot
agree with the statement. Tt is well
known that the development of mining is
not of a gratifying nature. The yields
are decreasing; we bave had no new mines
of any importance opened up for several
years. The great body of prospectors we
have Lad in the past are men who have
faced great hardships and endured all sorts
of privations in attempting to discover
payable mines. Those men are diminish.
ing very rapidly indeed in numbers; nor
can we wonder that their numbers are
diminishing, because they have not had
the support warranted by their energies.
They should have been snpported; and
until they are supported the mining in-
dustry cannot progress. The people of
the State have recently been addressed
by a great authority, Mr. Hoover, though
we must take his uttrances with a grain
of salt, and he looks from a rather
gloomy point of view on the state of
mining. Nevertheless, there is a great
deal in what he says. The prospeetor
spends his money; and by the time he
discovers something capable of develop-
ment, be finds that his money is ex-
hausted. He has no means of paying
fees, rents, eteetera; he goes into centres
of population, and endeavours to secure
monetary support. If he caunotl get it,
be loses bis labour. T should like to see
some new mining regulations dealing
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with prospectors. I should say that the
prospector, taking up a claim, should for
the first year be altogether free of rent,
save some nominal fee for registration.
Then I should say, if he put in a month's
labour for the first year, that should be
suffivient. From what T know of pro-
spectors, if a prospector's funds warrant
it, he will continne to prospect. But
very often, after a month’s prospecting,
e finds his little store of money hecom-
ing exhausted. Tf my preposal were
adopted, he could then do what is done
in other countries—work for somebody
else. I helieve that is the custom in
some of the American States, where men
have held on for years, working a few
months in each year earning money, and
going back again to their own clains,
knowing that their leases were secure so
long as a month’s work was done in each
year. I should say that for the first two
years at least, one montb’s compulsory
work on a lease should be quite
sufficient. That might result, as a« mem-
ber says, in locking up a good thing,
But we bhave bad thousands of leases
taken up, and very few worked. That is
the sole reason why so much ground is
not prospected. There is not sufficient
encouragement, and no security of tenure.
A prospector cannot leave his lease with-
out a formal exemption from the warden.
T should like to mention a case which
quite recently cume under my notice.
The Mines Depurtment officers say
they are endeavouring in every possible
manner to assist the praspector. 1
know a little company, composed partly
of capitalists in a small way and partly of
working miners, the one part putting in
their labour and the other part supplying
capital.  After spending £700 cash and
putting in an equal value in labour, the
funds of the little company ran out. The
company asked for three months' exemp-
tion ; and after that period had expired
they could not ugree as to the manner in
which they would cutry on with a view to
winding up and reconstructing, so they
applied for a farther extension of three
months, which T regret to say was refused,
The lease was lying unprotected fora few
days, and was jumped. An appeal was
lodged against the warden's decision, and
it came before the Minister, who would
not interfere. That little company which
had asked for only six months’ exemption
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in all, which was flatly refused br the
warden on the second occasion, bad to let
the mine go by the board. There is no
security of tenure in such cases, and such
an incident could not happen inany other
country than Western Australia.
must, therefore, give more assistance in
the way of reduring the labour condilions
on leases. With regard to public batteries,
they bave been doing good work, but the
charges ought to be lower. T notice,
however, there is a counsiderable loss on
the working. Another thing is that
prospectors getting below water-level find
that the rate for crushing is not payable,
and in manv cases the lease is thrown up

[29 Noveuser, 1905.]

We

and the prospectors try elsewhere. I°

think that consideration should be shown

by reducing the charges for crushing ore '

from below water-level, as compared with
charges for ore obtained above water-level,

so as to enable prospectors to obtain

some pumping gear for reducing the
water. Also, in many districts where it

does not pav to have a large Dattery, :

it would be well if such districts
were tried first with small bat-
teries, say 3-head Dbatteries, such as
are used for prospecting purposes in
Victoria.
test some outcrops in the early stages of
working, and when it was found that a
larger battery was warranted in any
particular case the smaller plant could
easily be removed to another district
where it would be useful. In that way
we should enable prospectors in outlying
districts to have their leases tested. The

These would be sufficient to !

extension of the water scheme to out- |

Iving districts on the goldficlds, where
this is warranted, would be very beneficial,
for there are many places where the
water could be usefully applied, although
of course money would have to be ex-
pended. In the case of Menzies, for
instance, many small mines ure hung up
for want of water, and I think an exten-
sion of the water scheme to Menzies
would be a guod work, as every place on
the route could also be supplied.  That

question will have to be considered; for :
as the whole of the pumping wmachinery '

is available, it is only necessary to

think short hnes might be extended with
great benefit in wauy mining districts.
Mention has been ade about the
“abolition of payment of members.  This
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is i delicate subject which I brought up
in a previous session, and Dr. Hackett
made some amusing remarks on my
motion.  Still, I think the abolition of
payment of members for this House
would be popular in the country, and I
intend to bring the matter up again,
althongh I would rather see such pay-
ment abolished entirely. With regard to
sewerage for the Perth and Fremantle
districts, this is the more necessary when
we are attempting to get increased
population, for I thiuk we have only to
look at the death-rate to see how
seriously it is affeceted by the drainage
question.  Looking to the whole world
for exaniples, T know of many places not
nearly so important as Perth and Fre-
muntle thal have had a sewerage system
for many years, and the time has surely
arrived when we should have it here.
With regard to bringing down the
Estimates eurlier, so as to deal more
effectively with the finauces, [ know it
is a difficelt matter; but a change
o this direction is urgently needed.
The expenditure for the present vear, as
an example, has heen going on since
June practically unauthorised, T may say
itlegally ; for if works are not being
carried out that have been authorised,
they ought to be. I know that in many
cases works which cost twice as much in
winter cannot conveniently be done in
summer because the Estimates are not
pussed earlier; and I can mention cases
1 which the cost of particular works has
been inereased as much as 40 per cent.
through delay in passing the Estimates,
Say the Estimates are passed by Christ-
mas; it is prebably the February follow-
ing before contracts cun be arranged for
carrying out the works; aund of course
contractors must increase the price for
works carried out in winter, as compared
with the price for such works carried out
when the ground is not so hard. For
that reason alone, I trust that an effort
will be made in future sessions to have
the Estimates dealt with earlier. Some-
thing has been said about poison lands
and the loss caused to the country. I de

~ trust that the Government, in dealing
expend money in extending the pipes. I

with cases of this kind, will be con-
siderate ; for I know one gentleman whe
has spent something like £20,000 during
three years in attempting to eradicate
poison on land he bas taken uvp. In
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doing this he has shown that the country
is good and will carry stuek; yvet because
an inspector comes along and finds a few
poison plants still in existence on the
ground, bhe will not give a certificate that
poison hus been eradicated. That hap-
pens often in places where thousands of
head of stock are running and only a
poison plant here and there can be dis-
covered. These are practically the waste
lands of the country, and as long as the
holders are willing to work and develop
them, it is an object lesson to surrounding
occupiers in showing how the land can
be successfully treated. In conclusion, I
agree particularly with the last lines in
the Governor's Speech :—

I coufidently trust that, aided by divine

guidance, you will materially advance the
well-being of the State.
I do trust that only legislation of the
niost urgent character will be attempted
in this sesston, and that we will endeavour
to get through before Christmas.

Hon. W. PATRICK : 1 move that the
debate be adjourned till to-morrow.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes e 7
Noes .12
Majority against .., 5
AYES, NoEs,
Hon. E. M, Clarke Hoo. H. Bri
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. T. F. Ogrglgﬂmnge
Hon. R, D. McEenzie Hon, J. M. Draw
Hon, W. Kingsmill

Hon., W, Patrick
Hon., J. A, Thomson Hon, J. W, Lpaguford
Hou. W.T. Loton

Hon. J. W, Wright
Hon, C. E, Dempster Hon. W, Maley
Hon. M. L. Mosa

(Tellor).
Hon, €. A. Piesse
Hon, G, Randell
Hon. C. Sommers
Hon, E. McLarty (Teller).

Motion thus negatived, and the debate
continued.

Hon. W. PATRICEK (Central):
Allow me, along with other members
who have spoken, to congratulate you,
Mr. President, on your return to the
State in health and strengtb, and to
express a hope that you may long con-
tinue to cccupy the position which in the
past you have held with such fairness,
courtesy, and dignity. I think we may
say that this Speech, although not very
long, is a kind of mullum in pervo—a
great deal in little. In dimensions it is
of the must modest character, but at the
same time it contains an immense amount
of matter. I can congratulate the Gov-
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ermment on the splendid majority they
received at the last election, but I do not
intend to dilate on this subject. Per-
sonally T consider the result very satisfac-
tory, und evidently the country is of the
same opinion. I agree with a great
proportion of the sentiments expressed in
the Speech, and I will support the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply. There
is the paragraph stating that

The development of mining, agricultural,
pastoral, and other industries is of the most
gratifying nature.
Of course I know that in a Gtovernor’s
Speech there is usually a considerable
amount of what one might call padding,
and a8 far as I can remember this same
sentence was in the last Governor’s
Speech, and I said in the few words
which I uttered on thatoccasion that the
development of mining was not of a
satisfactory character. T repeat that
sentiment on the present occasion. I do
not think that in a country such as this,
with an area greater than the whole of
New South Wales and four times as
great as the whole of Victoria, mining
can be considered to be in a satisfactory
condition when as vegurds progress it
has been practically at a standstill for
the last two years. That is the pre.
sent position, and I consider it is
the duty of the Government te inquire
the reason why this condition of things
exiats. There must be a reason for it. It
1s not, of course, that we have not immense
areas of undeveloped auriferous coun-
try, because everyone kpoows we have
immense areas of undeveloped country.
There must, I say, be some veason, and
it is the duty of the Government to find
out why there is no progress or why it
ia going backward as fur as our gold-
mining industry is concerned. T have no
doubt they will give this subject the
attention it deserves. Whilst there is no
doubt whatever that the agricultural and
pastoral industries have made very great
progress—-immense progress within the
last two or three years—I am not aware
that the statistics show that other indus-
tries have made any great progress. It
is a noforious fact that manufacturing of
all kinds in this State at present is prac-
tically at a standstill. There is no doubt
whatever about that, and the reason of
this condition of things in reference to
manufacturing might be inquired into,
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consequence to the State. In reference
to the copper smelter at Ravensthorpe,
before crowing very much over this
matter I think we ought to know the
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+ whether we can include it in the agri-
to the present time is not of very great '

whole of the particulars in connection '

with the copper industry at Ravens-
thorpe. I wonld like to utter a word of
warning in reference to the copper in-
dustry. I have bad a considerable
amount of experience as far as owning
copper mines is concerned, and my ex-
perience is that copper up to between
£70 and £8( per ton to-day might be
down to £40 in about six months. The
present position of the price of copper is
quite an abnormal one. The same price
occurred during what was called the
Frenchk Syndicate some eight or ten
years ago, and it also occarred about
three or four years ago. In both cases
copper fell within a few months
to the neighbourheod of £40, and
people who bought copper at the
inflated prices in many cases lost
thousands of pounds. I understand the
Government are the buyers of the copper
ore, and they ought to be very careful as
to the price they pay for the ore at the
present time. Again—

The agricultural prospects of the State con-
tinue to improve day by day. Land settlement
- goes ateadily forward, while the prospects of
the coming harvest are satisfactory.

There is no doubt whatever that agricul-

ture is waking great progress in this .

State. I would like fo remind hon.
gentlemen that one of the greatest agri-
cultural distriets in this State exists in
the province which I have the honour to

represent, and I mway sav that district .

has not hitherto received anything like
the attention it deserves so far as the

development of agriculture is concerned. -

I do not altogother agree with my
honourable colleague Mr. Drew, because
T think that when they talk about the
construction of several agricultural lines
from various points on the existing rail-
way we have a right to assume that some
of those spur lines will be buiit in the
North. It five or six spur lines are built
say about Perth, one or two may be
built in the North. There is another
line of railway which I think ought to be
built at a very early date. Tt is also a
spur lme. I do not know very well

cultural spur railways or net, but I think
we inay safely sav so, because recently
the Director of Agriculture told us that
wheat was grown at Lennonville I
think he mentioned this fact before the
Tariff Commission. I am not at all of
opinion that it will be possible to grow
wheat satisfactorily at Lennonville, that
is about 300 miles east of Geraldion;
buf as this statement was ade by
Mr. Chapman, 1 think we ma

safely say we should also build another
agricultural spur line, and at the same
time develop one of the most promising
goldfields in the Stute at the present
moment, on the Black Range. Weshould
build a railway from Magnet to Black
Range, and I think we may safely assume,
as the Government have not defined
exactly how or where these spur lines are
to be built, that at least two of them
should be built in the Northern Province,
and I can assure the Government they
will get the undivided snpport of members
representing the Central Province who
urge this matter. In reference to land
settlement, I was very pleased at the
remarks made by my friend Mr. Piesse
as to settlement of lands already alienated
or in process of alienation, and the Gov-
ernment might well see that the condi-
tions are fulfiled. The great bulk of
the land that has been alienated for
agricultural settleinent has been alienated
within the last few years. According to
the regulations, people are entitled to take
ten years to fimish their improvements,
and until the ten years have elapsed, pro-
vided that in the meantime the Govern-
ment inspectors do their duty, there
ghould be an enormous development
during that period in the State of Western
Australta. I think the Government have
no reason to grumble at the development
so far in the agricultural districts. I can
say regarding the agricultural distriet in
which the Central Province is situated
that development, so Ffar as they are
allowed to develop, is going on at a very
rapid rate at the present time, and I
would just like to draw the attention of
the Government, whilst mentiouing this
wmatter, to the fact that T think they
ought, seeing that the deal with the
Midland Railway Company has passed
off, to take steps to throw open country
on the Midland line at present belonging
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to the Government. I understand that
there is a considerable area, at least
100,000 acres, of first-class land belong-
ing to the Government, which bas hitherto
been held back on the dog-in-the-manger
principle, because no Government Las
been prepared to buy the Midland Rail-
way ; and seeing that the deal has passed
off, the sooner the land is offered for sale
by the Government, I think the better it
will be for the interests of the State.
In that case we require to construet no
railway, because il is already built. We
are informed that the question of immi-
gration in connection with the develop-
ment of our agrieultural resources is
receiving the most earnest attention of
His Excellency's advisers, and that no
effort will be spared to secure a clags of
immigrants who will become contented
and prosperous settlers amonget us, and
a valuable addition te our community.
I quite ugree with the policy of the
Government in regard to immigration. I
consider it the greatest question before
Australia at the present moment. The
most melancholy piece of literature I
have read was in the Budget Speech Sir
Johu Forrest delivered before the Federal
Parliatnent during the present session.
The Federal Treasurer drew attention to
the fact that since Federation was
inaugurated Australia had lust some four
or five hundred of her native-born popu-
lation by emigration, n most depressing
condition of things. It is no use bring-
ing people here if they are going toleave,
There must be some very serious reuson ;
and it is a matter which deserves our
very careful thought and consideration ;
becanse while tens of thousandsare going
to Canada and to Argentina, the native-
born population of this magnificent coun-
try of Australia is going abroad. If ever
we are going to build up a great nation
in Australia—and Ibelieve that we will-—-
we must have, not fear millions, but
forty millions of white men and women.
There is plenty of room for them. In
reference to the clags of immigrants, I
will never forget a counversation I
had on an Atlantic steumer with a
Canadian immigration ageut, who was
on his way to Euogland at the time.
I asked him what was the best kind

of imwmigrant to settle op the land;

and he said, “ We do not care a straw
what the men and women have been
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before they come to Canada. If they
are willing to come and take the risk of
immigration, we can depend that these
men and women intend to make homes
in Canada.” He pointed out that in the
province of Ontario, one of the wost
successful farming properties was owned
by 50 or 60 men in what was named the
Paisley Block, because they were com-
posed of Paisley men who came there
with no ideas of farming, but were willing
to work. T think that we are quite safe
in leaving in the hands of the present
administration the finances of the State.
They say that they can carry on without
retrenchment and without additional
taxation. Of course they must improve
their administration to do that. Xeo-
nomical administration in every depart-
ment iz of paramount importance. I
think that in one department alone there
iz room for attention; and I have no
doubt that the Government are aware
that the Railway Department, which 1
understand has been for some time
losing money, needs attention. At any
rate, any public department that gives
services to the publie, such as the Rail-
way Department, should not be run at a
penny of a loss. The Government are
going in for farther loan authorisations
for development in every direction. I
quite agree with Mr. Randell that
borrowing is a bad thing. In private’
life the less money we borrow the less we
have to repay in veturn; and the same
thing applies to the Srtate. I did not
agree with Mr. Randell when he said
that if we had not Lorrowed we would
have had the £600,000 paid in interest
to spend on works, because the greater
portion of that money has been earmed
by the £16,000,000 already borrowed. I
take up the position that, so long as the
money is efficiently spent so as to return
sufficient to pay interest and sinking
fund, there is no danger whatever in
borrowing. In such a great State as
Western Austiralia, there is tremendous
room for the judicious expenditure of
foreign capital. I think Mr. Randell
referred to the fact that the United
States of America uever borrowed any
naoney. Of course, there arve different
ways of borrowing money. The greater.
portion of borrowed money in Ans-
tralia bas been by the State. In the
United States abouta hundred years ago
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they did borrow some money ; and as far
as I can remember from reading history,
they forgot to repay it. At any rate,
in some of the Southern States they did
borrow mouey.
And repaid it with greenbacks.] Every
year America sends to England from
eighty to a hundred millions sterling
more than is sent from England. In
other words, America pays eighty to a
hundred tnillions a year in interest on
money borrowed from the old country.
A large proportion of the development of
the United States of America has been car-
ried out by means of capital obtained from
Great Britain. All the American stocks
are stocks held in the old country. Ttall
comes to the same thing, whether we
borrow through the bank or through the
State. 1 quite agree with the statement

“that close attention to administration is-

of greater importance at present than
adding to the statute-book;” and I
believe that the Government will carry
out their promise in that direction.
With reference to the state of the rollsat
the recent elections, there is no doubt
that an alteration is needed in the Elee-
toral Act; and I think the chief alteration
should be, as suggested by Mr., Drew,
the abolition of postal voting. There is
bound to be a great deal of nonsense
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were men in prominent positions and who
would have voted for the Government
gsupporters. Every wan and wowan
entitled to vole should see that their
names are on the rolls so that they may

~ vote as citizens on the affairs of the

talked about the number of people struck

off the roll--about 40,000, it is said. As
a matter of fact, at the previous election

there were apparently about three-fourths

of the population on the rolls, which was
perfectly absurd. I know one election
where, if the people had been counted,
the number on the roll would have been
more than the total population. The
number on the roll in that electorate was
reduced by a thousand, and 1 think it
can still be reduced by several hundreds.
If one looks at the population of the
State and at the present number on the
rolls, there is ne doubt that though a
good many were left off, there are still
many names that have no right to be
there. If any citizen of the State does

not take sufficient interest in the affairs -

of the State to see that his name is put
on the rolls according to his qualification,
he has no business to be assisted in
getting his name ou the roll. At the
last elections I knew several people
whose names were not on the roll but
who were entitled to have votes. They

State.
On motion by Howx. R. D. McKryzig,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 943 o'clock,
until the next day.
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QUESTION—MINING INSPECTIONS.

Me. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Has he at any time during
bis present term of office received infor-
mation bearing out the statement made

" by Mr. Scaddan during last Parliament,

that the inspectors of mines were in the



