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THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir George
Shenton) took the Chair at 4-30 o'clock
p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRETARY: Roads

Act,' 1902: 1, Ba 'yswater Road Board-
Special By-laws. z, Lawlers Road Board
-Exemption from rating. 3, Nelson
Road Board-Additional By-laws.

QUESTION-LIME DEPOSITS AT LIME
LAKE.

HON. W. MALJEY asked the Colonial
Secretary : In view of the value of lime
and gypsum as; fertilising agents, is it the
intention of the Government to employ
the boring plant now at Wagin to test,
the deposits known to exist at Lime
Lake ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY r-e-
plied: Inquiries are being instituted as
to the value of the lime and gypsumo
deposits in the Wagin district for ferti-'lising purposes. If the deposits are
considered satisfactory as fertilising
agents, the boring plant will probably
be used for testing the extent of such
deposits.

BILLS (9)-FIRST READING.
On motions by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY (Hon. W. Kingsmill), Bills were
inti-oduced and read a first time as
follow :-l, Public Elementary Education
Act Amendmlent. 2, Fire Brigades Act
Amendment. 3, Electric Lighting Act
Amendment. 4, Municipal Institutions
Act Amendment. 5, Fertilisers and Feed-
iugstdffs Act Amendment. 6, Fisheries
Act Amendment.

On niotionshy the HONORARY MINISTER
(Hon. M. L. Moss). Bills were introduced
and read a first time as follow :-s,
Statutes Compilation. z, Jury Act
Amendment. 3, Life Assurance Com-
panies Act Amendment.

SITTING DAYS.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
IW. Kingsmill) moved-

That unless otherwise ordered, the Rouse
do meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at

p4,30 p.m., and lsit until 6,30 if necessary, and
Iif requisite from 7,30 onwards.

Question passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

SECOND DAY OF DEBATE.

HONs. C. A. FIESSE (Southi-East): I
desire to add my congratulations to those
which have fallen from other members in
relation to our President. I wish also to
express my pleasure at again seeing Mr.
Kingsmill in the position he Occupies
(as Minister), and am glad to find he is
so ably assisted by Mr. MOSS. It is a
pleasure to give utterance to these
remarks. One cannot shut his eyes to
the fact that other esteemed gentlemen
have occupied those seats before, and one
at least carries wvith him the strongest
feelings Of pleasure at the experience of
his occupancy of the seat. Members all
knowv to whom I refer. I think we have
keen most fortunate in the gentlemen
we have had to lead this House, and I
feel that we are in thoroughly safe hands at
the lpresent time. I do not intend to dwell
at g-reat length on the Address-in-Reply.
As anl agricultural representative of a
province Of which I suppose eight-tenths
is agriculItural, naturally my interests are
more wrapped lip lfl agriculture than in

IOilier subjects, although I try to take an
interest in things generally. I purpose
to deal with the Lands Department, and
I have much pleasure on this occasion in
stating that the Linda Department de-
serves the greatest credit and recognition
of this House and the country for the
manner in which it has caught up the
surveys, and there are other matters the
department has attended to which should
not be lost sight of, including local
agencies and priority of applications.
The present arrangement is of great
assistance and will be very helpful in the
question of land settlement., Those two
things alone are matters on which we
may congratulate the State. At the same
time there are shortcomings, and I shall
have to bring up a need that exists on the
part of very many selectors who select
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second and thirdeclass lauds. We should
not ask these people to take up second
and third class land as first class, for in
doing so we are not only doiug a grave
wrong to those people, but acting in a
way which wvill be to the detriment of the
State. I trust and feel sure that some
steps will be taken by the present Minister
for Lands to remedy this difficulty.
Much is expected from him on account,
of his past experience of settlers through-
out the State. Hle will be able to judge
well of their needs, and I feel sure he will
recognise the justice of the claim I make
on their behalf that they should be per-
mitted to select the lands under their
proper classes. In the province I have
the honour to represent, there is a strong
feeling of dissatisfaction in connection
with the matter, and one cannot wonder
at it; particularly one who, like
myself, is workiug amongst them.
Without going to the extreme of giving
such large areas as before, the Govern-
ment should allow them to take the lands
up under easier conditions and under
proper classes. The excuse that it is
impossible to classify and survey is
knocked on the head; and I cannot see
why this privilege should not be ex-
tended to the settlers at this time when
the Lands Department have caught up
surveys. With regard to the reduc-
tion of area, I trust that the Act will
not he altered so far as itapplies tolands
beyond the rabbit-proof fence. People
who take risks outside that fence should
have the privileges of the Act; and I
repeat that I trust no reduction will be
made so far as those lands are con-
cerned. I consider that any man who
takes the risk of having land 40 to
60 miles from the present railway
should be entitled to the excellent pro-
visions contained in the present Act. I
wish to refer to one matter in connection
with homestead farms. I trust the
Minister will do awayN with the objection-
able regulation which exists relating to
transfer, and make the position such that
as long as the owner has performed what

the Act requires him to do, no obstacle
shall be thrown in the way of transfer.
There is one other matter in connection
with this to which I desire to draw
attention for the second, third, or fourth
time, and that is with regard to prevent-
ing a man owning a block from turning

it into conditional purchase. The man
says: " I do not want to lose the land.
I am willing to take it up under con-
ditional purchase and pay ten shillings
an acre under ordinary conditions." But
the department says: ', You will do
nothing of the kind. It will make the
land liable to forfeiture if you attempt
it," A regulation of that nature is
idiotic in the extreme, and the sooner
it is done away with the better. It
is a regulation which prevents a,
selector from paying ten shillings an acre
for a holding for which the State only
got l~d. per acre under the conditions
of original selection. Let a selector
take such lands and let the State benefit
to the extent of something like .£79, or
in fact X80. I hope 'the Colonial
Secretary and his colleague will take
heed of that. There is one other matter
to which I wish to draw attention, and
that is with regard to the charge for
second-class laud, If the classification
officer says land is of a certain class,
there should be only one price for that
class. In various instances we have
prices varying from is. 6d. to 2s. and
3s. per acre for the same class of laud.

I Imaintain that. the price should be fixed
by Act of Parliament, and that once the
class is established the price should be a
fixed quantity, and people should know
exactly what sum they would have to
pay. Before I pass from that subject I
would like to say there is not the
slightest doubt in the world that the
old Act is, with the exception of a few
complaints I have made, a good one, and
the administration excellent. In refer-
ence to the Under Secretary's report for
1904, we discover a state of affairs which
I am sure everyone should be pleased
with. We have heard a good deal about
so much land being alienated and in pro-
cesss of alienation, but the report dis-
closes this fact, that of the 11A2 million
acres for the purpose of alienation, over
five million acres-to be exact, 5,064,709
acres-are held under conditions of
improvement fixed by law. That is,
nearl y half the land held in this wayv
is in process of alienation. I think that
alone is something to be proud of.
It is held under conditions of im-
provement fixed by Act of Parlia-
ment, which the owners cannot get
away from. There is no need for fresh
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legislation upon those holders. The
amount is fixed by statute, and the
holders know exactly what conditions
they took the land under. We have
2,768,810 acres held by the Midland
Rala Copny. This land will not

be disposed of unlesi is su1bject to con-

lands. There again we have 2. ilos

leaving 8,724,789 acres in fee acquired by
direct sale on conditional purchase, a good
deal of which-and Ithinb I shall be borne
out in this statement by members-was
under the old conditions of improvement.
As far back as 1900 some of this land
was acquired, and it is natural to sup-
pose that most of the area is improved;
otherwise the people have no right to their
titles. I draw attention to this because
much has been said about forcing the
hands of landowners. Out of eleven and
a half million acres in course of alienation,
on 5,064,709 acres of land held under con-
ditions of improvement an expenditure
of seven millions is involved. The figures
are big, but there is no getting away from
them. The bulk of the land is under
Clause .55, at [0s. per acre with 10s. per
acre improvemtents. But the conditions
are not sufficient. There is not sufficiet
land for a man to inake a living on any
ordinary farm granted under the Act,
and a man must spend another 10s. per
acre on his laud before he can make a
proper living. Thus by taking these
figures and the expenditure which is
necessary, it will be seen that my esti-
maite is pretty near the mark. And these
people have to spend the money before
they acquire their fee simple. I am sure
they are sufficiently taxed without any
farther taxation; and in addition to this
the farmers have their local taxes which
are now fairly heavy. Much of this land
has been taken up during the last few
years, and we have given the people a
certain time in which to make payments
and carry out their improvements, this
being laid down in the Act clearly.
Therefore we cannot force their hands in
regard to improvements. I have no
hesitation in saying that the writer of the
leader in a paper this morning is entirely
wrong in regard to the quantity of land
lying idle along the railways. Most of
the land along the Great Southern
Railway is oc!;upied, and on much of it
that is not occupied the owners are comn-

pilying with the improvement conditions
according to the Act. I think the per-
centag-e in which there is any desire to
shirk the responsibilities is very low.
People in these districts devote their
byves to the development of the country.
There is a. lot of real hard work in con-
nection with it, and it is only fair to
stand up and explain the position. I
think the farmers deserve our best thant-s
for turning some 1)reviously worthless
country into a source of profit for
themselves and also for the State. We
have in Western Australia 624,588,800
acres of land, and we have reason to con-
gratulate ourselves that land affairs are
not in a worse condition, that is that
larger areas have not been locked up.
Members mnust not forget also that the
holders of that five million odd acres of
land have to spend £7,000,000 on it
before the 'y can get their tidles. I am
tired of hearing this cry of taxing people
toniake them develop die land, when con-
ditional lpurchase holders at least have
enough to do to occupy it and improve it
as the Act requires. It is interesting also
to mention that last year only £45,000
was paid by the Lands Department into
Consolidated Revenue over and above the
expenditure- It was £76,000 for 1905.
The figures will be £150,000 in years to
come, because the Secretary for Lands
has shown that it takes about three
years to cover the expenses of siurvey fees.
The cost of inspection will of course
continue during the 20 or 3o years of
extended payments; but it is only after
the first fewv years that there will be a
surplus. The reason why the revenue
last year was only £45,000 over and
above the expenditure was that they had
so many applications for land necessitat-
ing the expenditure of money in survey
fees. With regard to homestead blocks,
it is sufficient for this State to give the
settler 160 acres without hearing the
expense of survey, which last year cost
from £8,000 to £9,000, and the year
before it was up to £9,000; and we have
to add to that in many cases the cost of
railway fares. The Government spent at
least £18,000 in the two years. to give
away 3,004 homestead farms.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: But we
get the settlers.

HON. C. A. PIESSE: Yes; but the
least these settlers can do in these cir-
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cumstances is to repay the cost of survey;
and it would do away with the evil we
have been trying to fight all through.
Let us give away the blocks; but if the
selector paid the cost of the survey it
would make him more careful, andi
would do away with the matter of trick-
ing the department, while it would not
take away from the advantages we offer.
People will say that it is a big advantage
to receive 160 acres at a cost of about 1id.
an acre, and it would take away the
burden of the cost of surveying these
blocks. Any bonafide settler would Dot
mind paying the cost of surveying his
homestead, block. Now as to spur rail-
ways, which I wish to touch on for a few
moments, It is almost full-brother to
the question of land settlement. I con-
gratulate the Government on the stand
they have taken in this matter, and I
trust, so far as the Great Southern Rail-
way is concerned, that we will be served
in this respect; for the district is ripe for
this concession in many places. I hope
we will have no more cold water tlu'own
upon the scheme by the leading papers.
To me it seems that some of these papers,
instead of taking up a stand for a pro-
gressive policy, begin to cry " stinking
fish " straight away, and to throw cold
water on any movement that does not
quite fitin with their views. This isa move-
men t that is general th roughout the State,
and for which good reasons have been
advanced; but we find the papers crying
it down without rhyme or reason. We
should find these papers supporting one
of the best movements in the State, the
building of spur railways throughout the
country. Without spur railways the
main railwa are of less use. The State
should not expect developmental rail-
ways to pay from the start, -or we
had better say good-bye at once to
all progressive land settlement and to
all our ideas concerning immigration.
We migbt.just as well turn round and
say that railways to mining districts will
not pay because there are many instances
in which it is a question of the future in
making a thing pay.. We started them
for the simple reason that somec induce-
ment should be offered to settlement and
development. This is a. question I2 do
not advocate altogether for the purpose
of the Great Southern District. I ad-
vocate it in order to open np an immense

area that would otherwise not be touched.
The argument that the Southern District
is sufficiently served by railway com-
munication is idiotic, and is like the
argument that it was no use "xtending
the railway beyond Perth. We hear a
great deal about making people develop
their lands. I invite the paper that says
this to name any localities that are unde-
veloped. I know only one such estate
in the Eastern Districts, and if it were
divided among members of the family
holding it, each one in the family would
get 110 more than the Land Act now
entitles himi to. It is time we got rid of
this parrot cry in which I hare never yet
found any truth. No one has set forth
that there are any large areas locked up.
Members must realise that we hafe given
people holding land under conditional
purchiase extended time to effect improve-
ments, and we should extend the same
privilege to those who settled in the
earlier days, and let them have fair play.

HON. J. A. THOMSONq: But they are
doing nothing with their land.

HoN. 0. A. PLESSE: It is men like
the lion, gentlemen who keep, this
ridiculous parrot cry- going. Let them
try to do somethiing for themselves,
and not expect all improvements carried
out for them,. or want the Government
to provide all their expenses. I say,
let them go out and do the pioneering
work we had to do. Then we will
hear another cry. Their views will be
changed. I challenge the paper to name
the large undeveloped estates, with the
area. and locality. I have taken up more of
the time of the House than I had in-
tended; but before sitting down I would
like to say how pleased I am to be able
to report that throughout the country, in
my province at any rate, there is a feel-
ing of satisfaction greater than has been
the case for many years p~ast, and this is
due to the policy of the present Govern-
ment. If the Government carry out the
policy they have outlined, it will mean
increased prosperity throughout the
State.

HON. J. W. LANOSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban):; I join with other
mnembhers in saying how glad I am to see
you, Mr. Presideut, back in your position,
and I hope you will reini there for
many years to adorn your office. There
is no need for me to protract this debate

Second day.
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to any extent, but there are one or two
matters I should like to refer to and
which are briefly touched upon in His
Excellency's Speech. The statement is
made that--

The development of the mining, agricul-
tural, pastoral, and other industries is of the
most gratifying nature.
In regard to the mining industry, I do
not pose as an expert at all, but we have
had some statements made by those who
do, during the last few days; something
to this effect, that the outlook is not too
promising, that the gold yield is not
increasing and that if we are to matin-
lain the position we have reached it must
.be by. mak-ing fresh discoveries and
giving perhaps to the working miner
some privileges or some facilities fbr
holding on to his ground that do not at
present exist. We see in this State how
mnuch we are dependent on the gold-
mining industry. It is perhaps the
backbone of the State, and the other
inuostries are to a larse extent dependent
on it. It behoves the Government and
the Houses of Parliament to take the
mnatter into their most earnest considera-
tion to see that the developments of the
future be equal to if not greater than
those of the past. Mr. Piesse has given
us some very valuable information in
regard to the settlement of our lands,
and I ami glad of his testimony, because
we have so mnuch of an opposite character
from one or another, that the lands
situated near our railways are not fully
occupied. We may judge that from the
sentence in the Governor's Speech-

In order to provide farther necessary faciii-
ties for the successful occupation of those
agricultural lands situated at some distance
from our present railway system, it is the
intention of my advisers to seek the consent
of Parliament t.) the construction of several
agricultural lines from various points on the
existing railways.
We may assume then that the land con-
tiguous to the present system of railways
is fully occupied. Mr. Piesse bears th~at
out, although we have had a statement
from the Minister for Lands lately,
saving that out of 11,000,000 acres of
land in process of alienation 300,000 or
400,600 acres only are in successful
occupation. We wish to know who is
right and who is wrong in this matter,
because one can hardly see justification
for constructing new lines of railway and

putting the country to additional expense,
Iif the lands near the railways are not at
present in full and succcsqful occupation.
With reference to the construction of
spur lines, that is a matter that can with
profit occupy, the attentioni of this
Chain ber. Mr. Piesse has indicated that
all the spur lines are to abut on the
Great Southern Railway.

HON. C. A. Pisssn: I said, " and
elsewhere."

Ro&. J. W. IjANGSFORD: The hon.
member was very enthusiastic. I think
the question of whcther it applies to the
Great Southern or the South-WesternIRailIway' isi one that can profitably" be dis-
cussed and settled in this Houaei In
regard to immigration, the main difficulty,
I fear, wvill bc-when we get the immi-

grnshr-that of settling and keeping
them on the laud. Air. James, the Agent
General, has begun in an admirable way,
and we had last week 30 or 40 settlers
arriving from the old country.Quta
number of these are other than agricul-
tural labourers and farmers, and the
difficulty which confronts all is that of
settling the people on the land and keep-
ing them ithere. We know the irresistible
attraction towns have for some people,
and we shall have to give the people in
one way or another facilities so that the
general tenor of their lives may be
helped to some extent inl comparison to
those who live in our cities, I hope
before the session closes we shall pass the
Aborigines Bill into law. We remember
the great outcry that the publishing of
the report of the Royal Commission
brought about, and it seems to have been
overlooked that this Royal Commission
was appointed by the Government to look
into the whole question. There is no
desire, I take it, on the part of the Gov-
ernment or of anybody in the State to
hide matters at all1. That could have
been easily done; but the Government
appointed the Commission to enquire into
the whole matter, and the vshole of the
evidence taken by that Commission has
been thrown broadcast to the world.
That does not look as if we have anyth ing
to hide, but I think we may take it as an
honest desire on the part of the country
to do its duty to, shall I say, a dying race.
I hope this Bill will be passed, and it
will then require wise and tactful ad-
ministration in order that the interests
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of those who employ the natives and
live amongst them, and the interests of
the natives themselves, willI be wisely and
judiciously guarded. It is proposed to
have a thorough reorganisation of the
electoral system. This matter is to
receive early attentiou. There seems to
have been widespread dissatisfaction at
the state of the rolls this year in com-
parison with the rolls of last year, and I
am sure the leader of this House is only
waiting for an opportunity to give the
information desired on this point. Why
the rolls of 1905 contained 42,000 less
names than the rolls of 1904 1 do not
know., The Perth electorates -four of
themn-have a deficiency of 14,177 names,
and the Fremantle electorates a deficiency
of 7,569 names. Either the rolls for
1904 were unduly inflated or those for
1905 have been unduly diminished. I
am sure the Colonial Secretary will give
the House the information desired as to
why there is such a big discrepancy.
While on, this subject of the Electoral
Bill, there is one other matter that is
happening at present which particularly
affects this Chamber. Members will
know that one of the qualifications for a
vote is to be on the roll of a roads board.
The section of the Constitution Act
reads, -if the name of such person is on
the electoral list of any roads board dis-
trict in respect of property within the
province of the annual value of not less
than £25." Owing to the action of
many of the roads boards in adopting the
unimproved capital value for rating
purposes, these electors are receiving
notices that their names will be objected
to. There will be no returns sent in
from the roads hoard to the electoral
department. If roads boards establish
the unimproved capital value for rating,
that section in the Constitution Act will
not apply. Electors, are now receiving a
notice to this effect:-

I beg to inform you tbat in consequence of
the adoption by thn roads board of a general
system of valuations on the basis of the capital
unimproved value of land instead of the annual
value, the ratepayer's qualification under sub-
section 5, section 15, of the Constitution Act
Amendment Act 1895, ceases in this district.
It therefore becomesa my duty to object to the
retention of your name on the electoral roll
under the ratepayer's qualification ; and I en-
close form of claim for yrou to fill up and return
to me so that yon may be registered for one of
the following qualifications.

MfEM.BER: Who sends thatP
Hons. 3. W. LANGSFORD: It is being

sent by the electoral registrar of each
district to those electors of roads boards
which at present are rating on the unim-
proved capital value. I think this is a
matter the Government might help the
Chamber in. I know of one province in
which hundreds of electors will be dis-
franchised unless they make new appli-
cation. under the householder's franchise.
inasmuchi as secretaries of roads boards
wilt not he required to send in any re-
turns-those roads boards; adopting the
unimproved capital value will not be re-
quired to send in any return to the
Government. as that clause in the Con-
stitution Act does not operate in that
district-the Government iniight obtain
the assistance of roads boards' secretaries
in the matter. This is a question that
dcserves tile serious attention of the
Government, who should be willing to
see that names are on the roll. These
people will be removed from the' roll not
because of any action on their own part,
but because of the adoption by the roads
boards of the capital value for rating
purposes.

LIoN. R. LAURIE (West):- I do not
intend to take up much time, but this isi
one of those opportunities which comes
occasionally for members to discuss
matters on a broad basis. I wish first to
congratulate you, Mr. President, heartily,
in common with other speakers, on your
presence here, and I hope and trust it
will be many years before there will he'
any necessity for you again to go away
on a prolonged holiday of six months. In
His Excellency's Speech are two or three
matters on which I desire to touch. But
one matter has not been included in the
Speech: the question of the Freman tle
dock, mentioned by my colleague, Mr.
Briggs, in moving the adoption of the
Address. 1 do not desire to press on the
House, or even on the Government, the
question of a dock at Fremantle; but
this is for a number of years the only
occasion on which a Govern or's Speech
has been delivered not containing any
reference to that subject. I have only
one object in calling attention to the
matter. I trust that when the Govern-
ment deal with the question, they will
consider it in connection with the ex-
tension of the harbour at Fremantle.

(COUNCIL.] Secoml day.
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The question of the extension of the
harbour almost comes under the beading
of what the Government of the day have
laid themselves out to do-to give us
very little legislation, and very much
administration. I wish to impress on
the Government and on this House that
administration does not mean sim ply
administering the affairs of the State as
defined by officers of the departments,
but rather the laying down by the Gov-
ernment of a policy whereby the various
departments of the State can work
together in unison, so as to avoid any
squandering of public money. In that
connection I should like to call attention
to what has for a. number of years past
been taking place at Fremantle; and I
do so with the desire, if possible, to
prevent a repetition of such occurrences.
When the harbour was projected a scheme
was formulated for carrying on the
harbour works under the Railway Depart-
ment; and while that mnay have been
very well in a time of rush, yct we
have found that the work done has had to
be in a great measure undone. 1 contend
that it is about time the people of Fre-
mantle and the people of this State had
before them the intention of the Govern-
ment with respect to the extension of the
Fremantle harbour. I do not say its
extension to-day or a. year hence; but
there should be some plan before the
people of this State. The publication of
such a plan would allay a great feeling
of unrest that prevails in Fremasntle, as
to whether the harbour is only of a tem-
porary character. We hear frequently
that the shipping will inevitably go to
Perth. [MEMBER: Or to Albany.] I
trust that the Albany harbour may at
some future date have as many ships in
it as we see at Fremantle; but I trust
that Albany will not take from Fre-
mantle any ships comning there now. I
wish to impress on the leader of the
House the necessity of preparing a plan
for the extension (if the harbour, the
building of the dock, and all other harbour
works, so that there may be something
which can be worked up to. Let me call
attention to what has taken place. When
the harbour works were started the
wharves were laid down ou a certain
principle. Much of the work has had to
be done over again. I can refer to the
rising of the wharves, a, matter of £7,000

or £98,000; 1 can refer to the building of
the railway station on the wharf, a matter
of some £9,000 or £10,000; I can refer
to the construction of a road iS0ft. wide
alongside the wharf, picking up the road
and laying it down again. I can refer to
work now going on, the building of a
railway station. A good deal has been
heard of the Fremantle harbour and
its approaches, and the Fremantle
railway station. It is well known that

*the only approach to the harbour is
by Cliff Street. The railway station

i and the yards are now being constructed;
and so far as I am aware, the whole of

*the work is being done under the heading
*"Extensions and additions to main
lines." In saying that, Iam subject to
correction; but about £80,000 is being
spent there, and up to the time the work
was well in hand the Engineer-int-Chief
knew nothing about it. I say with all

*due respect to any Government in power,
that if there were a plan which the

*engineers of this State or the other
offiet's of the various departments might
work up to, much money would be saved.
For example, there is just one road to
the wharf. A short time ago a bridge
was made from James Street to the
wharf at the east end. That bridge has
been partly pulled down, and another
opening made. It is only about three
years since that bridge was built. If
some proper fixed plan were prepared,
there would be no pulling down and
building up again. I take it, adinis-
tration means making sure that public
money is not squandered. The other day
it was pointed out that our inde-btedness
per head of population is about £62.
If that is so, and if we are, as I pointed
out, squandering £20,000 at Fremantle in
the course of seven or eight years, there
is no wonder that our indebtedness is
£62 per head. I say that the Govern-
mient ought to lay down plans which the
various departments may work up to.
My own idea is that those in charge of
of the Fremantle harbour should be con-
sulted, that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways should be consulted, and certainly
that the Engineer-in-Chief should know
exactly what is going on. He is re-
sponsible to the Government for public
works throughout the State. In that
manner public money could be saved,
and we should have proper administration.
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It may be said that I am speaking as an
interested party in asking that those in
charge of the harbour should be con-
sulted; but I am speaking after nearly
three years' experience of the adminis-
tration of the affairs of the Harbour
Trust. At the end of next month I
shall sever my connection with that
trust, and I can assure members that on
no consideration would I remain in it
therefore I am speaking simply in the
interests of the 'people of the State, for
the purpose of preventing the squander-
ing of thousands of pounds, and the
unnecessary building. up and polling
down of public works. I should like to
say a word or two more. There is no
question that some considerable time
must elapse-a. very considerable time, I
hope-before any farther extension of
the harbour will be needed ; and the
reason is because of the expeditions
manner in which ships can be loaded and
discharged. Mforeover, in a short time,
I hope within the next two or three
years, much of the importation from the
Eastern States will cease. One has only
to look at the return compiled by the
Harbour Trust, and placed in the hands
of members, to ascertain the quantity of
foodstuffs which comes from the Eastern
States. While we are decreasing the
importation of these from the Eastern
States, we shall be increasing our exports,
and particularly our export of -wheat.
This brings me to a point of interest to
agriculturists both inside and outside the
House. In order successfully to export
wheat, we must place it as cheaply as
possible on the world's markets. Five
years ago I examined very closely the
manner in which wheat and flour are
handled at San Francisco and New York.
In February last 1 examined the manner
in which they were handled nearer home,
at Sydney. There is no doubt that the
Fremantle Harbour Trust will have to
mnake provision for the storage and cheap
handling of wheat. That points again
to the need for proper administration by
the Government, and the need for the
Government getting the Engineer-in-
Chief, and the Commissioner of Railways
who has to carry the wheat, and the
members of the Harbour Trust, to fix on
one scheme, and when that scheme is
formulated, to stick to it; not to con-
struct works at haphazard, and pull them

down again. I trust that the people of
Fremantle will have the assurance of the
Government that such a, plan as already
exists will be adhered to. Such a plan
does exist, showing the dock at Preston
Point, showing the extension of the
harbour works; and members have my
assurance that an extensioq of the
harbour wvill not be needed for some
time. But before we can get the money
for it, before we could start the work if
the extension were now required, some
twelve monthis or two years must elapse.
Such work is not done in a day. If an
extension were needed to-mnorrow, it
would Mean a removal of the bridges;
and I ami sure mnembers are satisfied that
the railway bridges and all the sand
banks in the neighbbourhood cannot be
taken away inside of 12 months or two
years. Therefore I would impress on the
Government the desirableness of having
some plan to work up to, something
which will save them the necessity for
building up and pulling down as in the
past. Probably what happened in the
past was not thn, fault of anyone; pro-
bably the great rush we had some seven
or eight years ago had much to do with
it. I trust that the leader of the House
will take into con sideration what I say,
speaking as l am f rom actual experience;
and I trust he will have such a plan
p~repa.red, so that the people of Freman tle
and the people of the State generally will
know exactly what is to be done with
respect to the Fremantle harbolur, and
will know also that in carrying out
the work there will not be any building
up, pulling down, and building up again.
That brings mue to a mnatter connected
with the dock. I am pleased to see that
in a reply to a letter fromt the member
for North Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) the
Minister for Works has stated that the
dry dock and the question of bridges
across the river will be taken into con-
sideration. I trust that the dry dock
will be worthy of the State of Western
Australia. About the only other matter
I wish to touch on is the Port Hedland-
to-Nullagine Railway. I have on various
occasions urged the need of that railway
to Marble Bair or Nullagine. I wish the
Government, in this matter as well as in
the matter of the Fremantle harbour, to
consider carefully what they do, and on
no account to start the railway friow Port
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Hedland, from Boebourne, or from Point
Sampson, until they are thoroughly
satisfied that the railway will not only
meet the requirements of the district, but
that the mone y spent will nut have to be
spent over again. I particularly refer to
this, because there is at Port Hiedland a
bar harbour with about two to four feet
of water at low tide, and about 1Sf t. or
1Sf t. at spring tide.

THE COLONI1AL SECRETARY: No.
Hasv. R. LAURIE: I would impress

on the Colonial Secretary the fact that
at Port Hedland there will be only two
days before the spring tide and about
two day s after it when ships can go out
to sea.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: NO; it is
a half-tide harbour. At ueaps all the
time, and at springs half-time.

Hon. R. LAURIE : I can but say that
vessels needed to carry the material tostart
the railway will not be able to get in at
neaps. They can get in at springs, but
never at neaps. We come to the question
of Point Saimpson. Point Sampson, as
most members know, has an open road-
stead jetty' . It has been said that if a
hurricane comes along, the jetty will be
swept away. But I have it on the author-
ity of the shipping masters who trade
there that such an occurrence is not
likely; and it will be well if the Govern-
ment have the fullest inquiry made
before deciding on the starting-point of
that railwayv, so that when the railway is
started there will be an assurance that it
will not be diverted later on to sone
other port. It appears to me there are a
great many partisans on both sides; and
I think it is about time for the Govern-
ment to decide by' their experts as to
the proper place to mnak-e the harbour, and
the proper starting-point for the railway,
what part of the country will be best
served by it, and also whether the har-
bour, when the railway is made, will be
a permanent one that can be used in all
weathers. The Electoral Act has been
referred to, and I think every member of
the House will agree with what Mfr.
Langsford has said, that it needs wiping
out and something better put in its place.
I had some experience of it during the
late elections, and I can honestly say
that it was absolutely disgusting to have
to work under such an Act. In conclu-
sion, I can assure hon. members that in

speaking with respect to the adniinistra-
tion, I have done it with a sense that it
is our duty to call the attention of the
Government to what we may consider
necessary for the proper administration
of the country ; and I trust that my
remarks will be the means of ensuring
the success and the thoroughness of any
works that may, be undertaken in Perth
or Frenmantle, so that it shall not be
found necessary to pull down what may
have been put up) at great expense.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
Firstly, I wish to congratulate you, Mdr.
President, on your return to your duties
in this House, and trust the improved
condition of your health will enable you
to preside over our deliberations for many
years. I have read with considerable
interest the report of the Governor's
Speech ;and I must say there is a great
deal in it that requires careful attention
and consideration by this House. I
think we may congratulate this House
and another place, also the country, upon
the result of the general elections which
have returned so large a majority for the
present Govern ment. I lbelievefthat result
shows a caref ul consideration on the part
of the electors of the State, who have Dot
been satisfied, I think from the evidence,
with the working of the parliamentary
sybtein during the last two or three
years, and especially with the position of
one party in another place; one result
being that the particular party has been
entirely overthrown by the will of the
electors, so that we now have some hope
of obtaining stable government in this
State. Believing that we have now
every prospect of this being the case, I
can only repeat the cautions uttered both
inside this House and outside, that a
larger responsibility is cast upon the
Government on account of the great
majority they have in another place. I
go farther than that, and say that a
much larger resjponsilbility is cast upon
this honourable House ; and I hope the
members of it will see that they dis-
charge their duties 'in such a way as
will show that the y fully realise the
weight of that responsibility. I do not
think, however, that the present Gov-
ernment, though so strongly supported
in another place, will attempt anything
detrimental to the interests of the whole
State. I believe, on the contrary, they
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will realise their position, and that we
shall have measures introduced, when
necessary, which will tend to promote
the advancement and prosperity of the
State as a whole. I am exceedingly
satisfied with the result of the late elec-
tions ; having hadJ a share in securing the
return of three members to another
place who would otherwise have been
lost hut for the little arrangements made
on that occasion. While saying this, I
have no quarrel with the members of the
late Government, or with the party which
they represent. They had a right to be
represented in Parliament, and I am
pleased to see that, considering their
numbers in the country, they have now a
strong representation of their interests
ini another place; so that I have no
doubt those representatives will be able
to put forth views which they think will
be for the interests of the workers of the
country generally. I have no doubt those
representatives in another place will take
advantage of their opportunities, and
as they number about 15 in the other
House, they should be able fully to
represent the views and interests of their
supporters in the country' ; for when
members speak in Parliament, it should
be remembered that they speak not as
individual members, but as representa-
tives of constituenicies. The Governor's
Speech promises economic adnministra-
tion; and I would call attention to one
feature of the Speech, that there are in
it several words of a particularly signi-
ficant character, such as-development,
encouragement, assistance, economic ad-
ministration, close attention to the
finances, and improvements generally.
These are the prominent words in tlie
more important paragrap)hs of the
Speech, those paragraphs which embrace
all the subjects that are likely to engage
our attention during the present session;
and the words I have quoted embrace
subjects which, if undertaken and duly
carried out in the spirit of the Address,
should give cause for congratulation.
None of us here are veryv eager that the
session shall close without that close
attention heing g~iven to the finances
which is indicated in the Speech, nor
without such remarks as members may
deein it necessary to make for the infor-
mation and guidance of the Government
in framing their legislation. I do hope,

at the same time, that nothing will be
attempted involving important interests,
unless we have the amplest opportunity'
of judging of the reasons which influence
the G-overnmentin bringing these matters
forward. There is, as I have said, every
cause for congratulation in the result of
the general elections, for the Governor to
state in his Speech that there is now a
promise of stable government; and I
am sare'that although it would perhaps
be going too far to say that the Govern-
inent can create prosperity or can promote
trouble, yet the prosperity of the country,
its trade and commerce, is more or less
affected by the confidence which the
people of the country repose in the
Government and their administration of
the affairs of the State. I feel sure that
the want of confidence which has been
felt for some time, which has found ex-
pression both in the State and outside of
it, is now ended; and I feel confident
that it will be proved by our experience
in the next three months that it is an
excellent thing that the conditions
recently existing- have come to an end.
Referentce is made particularly to the
development of the mining, agricultural.
and pastoral industries. Members will
see what a wide field this opens for the
Government, and howv necessary it is
that the Government should be well in-
formed on the various sobjecfs with
which they propose to deal. I have been
glad to hear members of the House this
afternoon speaking in a way which must
be helpful to the Government, when
remarks of such a useful and weighty
nature in regard to the settlement of the
land, made by Mr. Piesse, and in regard
to those practical questions dealt with by
Captain Laurie. In connection with our
great industries, those things that are
making the fortunes of this country, I
have shown how necessary it is we should
approach these subjects with the utmost
care and consideration. I see that some
advice has been given, as reported in the
newspapers, about our mining industry,
and how it may be promoted by a more
liberal assistance to prospectors for dis-
covering new fields that may take the
place of mines which must ultimately be
worked out. I have no doubt the
Government will give good heed to the
mining expert who has expressed those
views; having regard to his position in
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the miniug industry, and the friends who
are interested with him in its maintenance
and development. I regret that some of
that gentleman's remarks were too out-
spoken, and may have created a wrong
impression outside this State. I saw it
stated the other da, in Sydney, for in-
stance,' that the bottom may s .oon drop
out of the mnines of this State; and
remarks of that kind have been made in
other places. I am sorry that such a
feeling exists elsewhere in regard to this
State; but it is perhaps natural in other
States, when it arises from the great
strides we are making and the popula-
tion we are attracting from those States
to Western Australia, while they are
comparatively standing still. I should
like the Leader of the Government to
give us, as soon as possible, some infor-
mation ais to the operations of the copper
smelter established at Phillips River.
I thought at the time that it was a step
in the wrong direction. I shall be
pleased if we are able to get information
that it has turned out a fairly good

s uccess, and I hope that we shall be
furnished at the earliest possible moment
With reliable information on the point,
showing the results of the experiment
made there in a new direction by a late
Government. I have been in favour ofI
anything that will lead and tend to open
up our State and develop its wealth and
resources in any direction whatever; and
I believe our vast resources which are not
yet exploited or made known will ulti-
mately be found out and developed. I
think I am safe in saving that; because
many things occur from time to time to
show that there are minerals and other
resources not as yet exploited in any
shape or form, and the development of
which at the proper time, I think, will be
presentpd to the House for the considera-
tion of Parliament, and which will help
us on the path of progress. I may
refer to that new metal, tantalite. I do
not know its value, but I believe it has a
value, and probably if it occurs in large
quantities it will be one of the means to
help) us onwards; and I think there are
other substances which are being dis-
covered, which I believe are capable of
furnishing fertilisers for some of our
lands. If they are found in quantities,
what an immense field for our expects-
ions and hopes, to encourage us in

the belief that the future of this great
State is something in accor-dance with its
magnificent size! With regard to the
railway from Port Hedland or a point on
the Nortl -West coast to Marble Bar and
Nullagine, I am not in a position to ex-
press an opinion ; but I heartily' coincide
wit!) the remark of Capidin Laurie that
the greatest care should be taken by the
Government to obtain the information
necessary. I go farther and say that it
should be furnished to the Houses of Par-
lianient before we undertake this work
and accept acontract from outside sources.
I am uot in favour of the building of
railwvays by syndicates if it can, by any
possible means, be avoided. Our con-
nection with the building of railways by
syndicates is of such a character as not
to encourage us in accepting another
contract or tender of the same sort. I
believe it will perhaps be better for us to
wait a little time and make some sacrifice
from the revenue of the State in prefer-
ence to accepting offers of a foreign
syndicate for the construction of the
railwayV, unless we are fully' assured on
every point in the contract that we are
protected to the utmost degree. We
have seen how easy it is for such
gentlemen to draw contracts that are
submitted to our Attorney General here
and to the experts here, and yet somehow
or other points are overlooked that after-
wards operate to the injury and loss to
the State generally. In the construction
of a private railway of this kind by a
p~rivate company, we ought to have the
fullest consideration, and the Govern-
ment should take the Houses of Parlia-
went and the country into their con-
fidence on this question, and on any
question of a like nature.

TanE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The con-
ditions have been published by advertise-
ment in the Government Gazette.

HON. G. RANDELL: I know; but at
the same time I am quite aware that I
do not understand the conditions; nor
do I think that the conditions published
are the final ones that may be set forth
in the contract; and therefore I venture
humbly to suggest that the greatest care
and consideration should be taken before
we enter into a contract. Some refer-
ence has been made to spur lines, and
I think I gather from the speech of
Mr. Piesse that he would be in favour
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of spur lines on the Great Southern
Railway, and that he would apparently
monopolise them. At any rate we cannot
have many of them. Thiere has been a
great disparagement of these spur rail-
ways. In V ictoria, I think they have
been accused of a great many things.
They have been passed through Parlia-
ment by the influence of members, and
have turned out in many cases white
elephants, beginning nowhere and ending
nowhere, and they hare not promoted
the interests of the State, and -have been
a serious loss to the railways. Before we
embark on spur lines along the Great
Southern Railway or on any' other line,
we want full assurance tha they are
to be put down in the right and proper
places where they are likely to accom-
plish what they profess to serve. I see
from a morning paper that there was a
great discrepancy between the evidence
given hy the officers of the Railway
Department and that given by experts
outside as to the cost of these railways
and their working expenses; but -I am
quite certain that the Government will
not work a railway at the same cost as
private firmis. The country would not
let them do it if they were willing to do it.
People demand all sorts of conveniences
and considerations, and they get them
or there is trouble; and that will prevent
the railways being operated alt the samne
expenditure as perhaps they are run by
timber companies or by gentlemen run-
nmng them for their own purposes. For
instance, if the Midland Railway were
taken over by the Governmient to-inorrow
-which we know is not likely to happen.
because it has been said that the pur-
chase is as dead as Julius Ciesar, and we
know that hie has been dead a long time,
and I see by a letter appearing in the
paper this morning that I am quite
justified in my opinion-the Govern-
ment would have to spend a great deal
wore on running the railway, so that it
is almost certain they would not be ahle
to make it profitable to the State, as I
understand it is at present profitable to
the compatny. I hope before these spur
lines are undertaken that the most
careful consideration will be given, and I
have no doubt that mnany points of
departure and many places in the country
will be forced in the most laudable and
enterprising and iself-sacrificing way on

the attention of the Government, pointing
out that this place and that place are the
proper pl aces to start, because the greatest
numnber of inhabitants will be served and
because the greatest area of good land
will he helped. So it behoves the Gov-
ernment to take such steps as will ensure
the country receiving the best vdlue for
its money. I see a loan is to be floated
for these spur lines. I had hoped that
we had 'come to an end of our borrowing.
I believe we can go on very well without
it. I believe that the taxation Of this
country is not so burdensome now that
we could not submit to a little more
taxation for the purpose of effecting these
improvements and carrying out these
developments. It wbuld help the country
forward, and at the end of the const rue-
tion of a work we should not have to find
the money for interest. I do not k-now~
exactly what the interest bill is now, but
I believe it is pretty large; and I believe
th at if we had not had to pay Liiat inlterest
we might with the money here con-
structed a good many of these spur lines
of railway or other conveniences that
mat-e for the developiment and progress
of the State. I devoutly hope that we
shall not approach the loan market again.
I am. entirely against it; and I bclieve
that the end of it is disaster. In the
other States we can see that the policy
has been a bad one from beginning to
end. The great country of America was
not developed by loans. There they have
a country permeated with railways and
other conveniences, and never had foreign
requcy on which to pay interest.

HON. M. L. Moss: All the railways
there are held by companies.

How. G. R&NDELL: But they are
working for the country. It does not
mnatter by whom they are held. They
spend the money in. the country, and that
is right. We have already borrowed
£16,000,000, and we are proposing to
add another £1,000,000 to that and to
add to the interest hill. Year after year
we have to pay an enormous sum in the
way of interest. If we could ohily put our
shoulder to the wheel and submit to a
little more sacrifice we could accomplish
all ourselves. I hope members will give
me credit for sincerity in the utterance of
these words, because I have a strong and
serious misgiving about the policy of
borrowing. When Mr. James was
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Premier he suggested that half a ill11ion
should be the extent of our borrowing,
but if these plans are carried out they
will involve a great deal more than that,
and possibly we will have to obtain
the money at a very dear price. We do
not get £100 when we borrow. We only
get perhaps £92 out of the £100 when
all expenses are added, and we have to
pay back £100. The interest is small
and our burden rests on posterity, but it
is aix undesirable burden. I think if we
could encourage immigration of the right
sort we ought to do so by all possible
means. I should like to know what
support the Agent General received from
the late Governnment. The present Gov-
ernmenit have not been in long enough to
have done anytlinug in this matter, but I
anm led to understand and hear from
different sources that the very able and
energetic efforts put forth by the Agent
General in London to secure immigrants
for this State of a proper and useful
character have not been backed up. At
least, I can gather such from a speech
delivered by the late Premier (Mr.
Daglish). We should direct the Agent
General that we want no more umni!-
grants, or else he should receive the
earnest support of the Government for
the time being. We shall expect ver~y
much from the present Government in
this direction as well as in other direc-
tions, and we shall expect with the
support they have now obtained that
they will proceed in a way that, is indica-
tive of their convictions, that it will be
their own policy andnooefrcdun
them by an Opposition as strong ats
themselves. Another question is the
finances. I do not think I need deal
with these, because I am very pleased to
see that we are promised the Estimates
in a very short time. I think it will be
creditable to the present Government if
these Estimates are furnished within a
reasonable ped, in the course of a week
or two, and I trust that will be the case.
"1That the finances of the State require
careful consideration" goes without say-
ing. and I am not inclined to give very
much applause to the present Govern-
ment if they do that. It is only their
duty to the country. In the administra-
tion of the affairs of the State they
are expected to exercise the economy.
ability, and experience which they have

gained to some extent in the manage-
ment of the finances of the State. if

Ithey fail in this, I think it wiltlibe a
I very sore thing with a large number of

their supporters. The Government should
not be hurried into any expenditure that
does not give a safe'and good return.

I We are to have expenditure, I see, on
various works ; but all of them are
useful and important. There are to be
harbour improvements%, and an increased
water supply for the goldfields. I pre-
sunie that is to entry the water from
Kalgoorlie to Menzies and other portions
of the eastern and north-eastern gold-
fields. It is very desirable to have the large
s upjpiy of wvater- at Mundaring utilised to

1the fullest extent. I see it is intended to
use some at Midland Junction. That is
a step in the right direction. We are
promised an improved water supply and
the initiation of a comprehensive scheme
of sewerage for the metropolitan area, a
work which is to be shortly commenced.
I know it is desired that this matter
should be taken in hand at the earliest
possible moment. The people have had
fault to find withi previous Governments
for breaking their promises in this respect.
It is highly desirable, owing to the in-
creased population in Perth, that steps
shbb.ald be taken at once to properly deal
with the sewer-age of Perth. I would.
however, like to take this opportunity of
saying that the difficulty of the problem
has increased during, the last few months
when w,! remember the trouble that has
befallen the Perth Council in the drain
from Olaisebrook and the trouble which
has occurred in St. Geor-ge's Terrace in
reference to a drain running into His
Majesty's Theatre. I draw the attention
of the officers of the Government to this
point: they have carried the drains into
the quicksand. Whether it will be neces-
sary to do that in connection with the
deep drainage I do not know; but the
greatest care will have to be taken to see
that the drains are constructed in the
right way, or there will be trouble and
loss in the future. There is the trouble
staring us in the face, involving a con-
siderable outlav, of a small drain-it
cost some thousands of pounds-in St.
George's Terrace, and this drain will have
to be taken up and relaid in some other
way. I notice there is not to be much
legislation this session, and the legisla-
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tion mentioned does not seem to be of an y
veiry important character or requiring
very nich consideration at the present
moment. I always think the proper
time to speak on Hills is after we get the
measures in hand and become acquainted
with the details. I therefore do not
undertake now to deal with the measures
suggested. I only say I hope the Govern-
ment will adhere to their programmeand
not try to pass any measures of a con-
troversial or far-reaching character during
this session. I think we can wait for the
few months between now and the next
session for any important measures. I
hope under no circurnstanccs will the
Government undertake large works with-
out great consideration, and that they
will enable Parliament to give that con-
sideration which is highly necessary, so
that useful measures may be p~laced on
the statute-book.

At 6-20, the PREstDENT left the Chair.
At 7830, Chair resumed.

HoN. J. M. DREW (Central) : I
wish to add my voice to the chorus of
congratulation which has been raised on
every side at the safe return of our Presi-
dent in good health to Western Australia,
and I can do so with the liveliest feelings
of gratitude, for I recognise and wish to
admit that I received from you, sir,
during the time 1 wats leader of this
House, every kindness, every courtesy,
and every assistance. In perusing the
the Speech of His Excellency the Gov-
cot, I very much regret to discover that
one of the pledges made by the present
Government previous to the general elec-
tion has not been fulfilled. That pledge
relates to the liberalisation of the Legis-
lative Council. A couple of months ago
the members of the Government in their
various electorates announced that they
considered it advisable that the franchise
of the Legislative Council should be
reduced from £25 to £15. They were
not in favour of the abolition of this
Chamber, but they considered that the
liberalisation of the franchise was dis-
tinctly necessary. On account of their
moderate platform and their desire to
carry out reform in this direction they
received a large amount of support during
the recent general eleation, and I think
that under the circumstatnces it was their

duty, seeing that we are to have an elec-
tion of 10 members for the Legislative
Council next year, to take some steps
during the present session to carry out the
promise they made. I can well recognise
that in Perth and Fremantle and thtwhole
of the metropolitan area it is not con-
sidered very necessary that there should
be a farther liberalisation of the fran-
chise; but in the codntry districts and in
the G.eraldton district and Greenough dis-
trict,and places like those where rentis not
high, where property is not so valuable
as it is iii the metropolis, there are many
inhabitants who feel that there is a
genui~e, grievance owing to no step being
taken. I know scores of people in 0-er-
aldton who are living in four-roomed
cottages and who only pay 7s. 6d. a week
rent, and in some country districts people
live in yen-' good residences indeed and
paty even less than 7s. 6d. a week. So I
think that, without jepr I th
safety of the interests of the State, sonic
steps might be taken in order to liberalise
the franchise in the direction I refer to.
We are informed by the Speech that. the
finances of the State require very close
attention. I think that for the last three
years sentences of a similar character
have appeared in His Excellency's
Speech. There is no doubt that the
finances of the State require very close
attention, and wore than close attention.
We have been informed by the present
Government that they propose no re-
trenchment and no extra taxation. After
m *y experience in office I fail to perceive
how it is possible to successfully carry
on under the circumstances. I see a very
large deficit loontin 'a ahead. We found
ourselves in at very bad position, and I
think their positioni must be much worse.
In September they had a surplus of, I
think, £224,000,but that was due entirely
to the fact that the lands revenue for the
month of September was X47,000 as
against £11,000, which is the average for
other mouths. The whole of the half-
yearly rents due in September were paid
in to the State. We find that they had a
deficit of £17,000 in (letoher, and I shall
not be surprised if the deficit for this
motsth even exceeds that £17,000 by a
small figure; and yet it is proposed that
there should be no retrenchment and
no farther taxation. If the Colonial
Treasurer of this State can successfully
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carry on during the financial year
without retrenchment or farther tax-
ation, he deserves to be in office for the
next five years -(Interjection) -for all
time. This is the position, and he has to
meet the situation. There will be a
deficiency. The estimated deficiency in
connection with the Commonwealth
revenue is £95,000. It may not reach
that figure. but at any rate it will reach
a substantial sumn. The increase in the
interest bill will be something like
£110,000. I think those figures are
correct, so the Present Government will
be something like £200,000 in a worse
position than the recent Govern merit. I
am glad to see it is proposed to introduce
a totalisator tax. If that tax will lead to
a reduction in the number of race
meetings in Western Australia, I shall
do all in my power to carry out that
reform. With regard, to agricultural
lines, so long as those lines can be
justified in this House, they will receive
my support. I have travelled about
Western Australia a good deal, and I
can assure members that unless spur
lines or loop lines are constructed within
12 months land settlement will, so far as
first-class land is concerned, come to
practically a. standstill in Western Aius-
tralia. Within 25 miles of the railway
line all the best land has been selected,
and if we wish farther selection they
must construct either spur lines or loop
linen. But I trust that if the Govern-
ment intend to construct these lines they
will fortify the 'House with every possible
information on the point in order to
justify their construction. There seemis
to be an impression that these lines are
to he constructed solely in the Great
Southern District or Southern portion of
the State. In our district there is ample
justification for a line from Northampton
to the Cue line. I think the Colonial
Secretary has recently travelled through
that country. The country has been
long settled and a couple of years
agro the Mount Erin Elstate was
purchased at a cost of £29,000
to the Government. The first 22,000
acres were sold for £20,000, or nearly
three times the amiount the estate was
originally bought at. After that there
were something like 40,000 acres. But
still these people are practically shut out
from the market. There is a heavy sand-

plain between the Chapman District and
Gemaldton, and it behoves the Govern mieat
to construct roads or build this new line,
which f think absolutely necessary uinder
the circumnslanees. About half a dozen
spur lines could 1)e constructed in the
South, and I think the Government
ought in justice to supply this loop line
in the North.

The CoLOlNAL SECRETARY: It does
not say that.

The HoN. J.MA. DREW:- It does not
Fsay that, but I think we thoroughly
understand it. I may say that this
iailway would open up about 100,OC0
acres and would allow a good deal of
settlement. I hope the Government
will take immediate steps to ascertain
the facts. I notice that our district is
entirely left out in connection with the
Government proposals, unless the Govern-
ment propose to include the line I have
just asked for.

HEoN. G. RANnELL: What is the dis-
tance, Northampton to Cue P

HoN. J. M. DREW: Only ao miles,
a nd I think each of these spur lines will
cover at least 30 miles. There is a com-
prehensive sewerage scheme for the
metropolitan area, and numerous other
works are contemplated, and I believe it
is proposed to raise something like
£ 1,000,000 of money. I shall be only
too pleased if my prophecy turns out
incorrect. If it does I shall be prepared
to apologise. Anyhow, it, is proposed to

ISpend £1,000,000 in the Sonthern
districts, and so far as I can see
there is not a penny of the proposed
loan to be Spent in our district,
although of course we shall have to pay
our quiota of the taxation towards pro-
vidinrg interest and( sinking fund. I hope
the Government, in justice to our district,
will see that we get fair play in this con-
nection. With regard to the remarks of
Air. Piesse in connection with grazing
leases, I have now to compliment the
present Government on the stand they
have taken in refusing to issue grazing
leases at present. I may explain my
reasons, antd I trust that Mir. Moss will
go into the matter carefully. The recent
grazing leases were withdrawn in the
first place to allow arrears to be over-
taken, lint afterwards there was a decision
in the Supreme Court in the case of the
14te Sir James Lee Steere against the
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Grovernment, in which it was set forth
that there should he no selection of graz-
ing leases in any pastoral leases taken up
under the regulations of 1887. There
are 3-k million acres of land in the South-
West Division of the State held under
the regulations of 1887; and if we throw
open grazing leases to-miorrow, no one
but the persons who have pastoral leases
over that 3-1 million acres of land can
select grazing leases on that land.

HON. C. A. PIESaS: Absolutely wrong.
HON. J. M. DREW, I amn perfectly

righlt, because I have had experience of
it. No one except thle pastoral lessee or
someone whom hie has authiorised can
select; and I can assure you hie will give
his authority to no one except his dinrny.
Pruhsibly MAr. Piesse has not considered
this aspect of the question. Of course,
if we can throw open pastoral leases
under the Act of 1898, or if grazing
leases can be selected from. these pastoral
leases without interfering, with the others,
I have no objection, except that I should
like to see the maximumi reduced by
half, and tha instead of a mian being
allowed to take up .5,000 acres, of third-
class land, hie should only be allowed to
take up -2.500 acres, or instead of being
allowed to take up 4,000 ac~res of second-
class land hie should only he allowed to
take up 2,000 acres. But by all means
provide himn with second or third-class
land if we can do it. Only 260 persons
will be benefited by the wholesale throw-
ing open of grazing leases; and the
Government must have given that every
consideration, otherwise they would have
undone what the prior Goverrnment did.
They have justified the attitude we took
up. They have no power of resumption
for selection as grazing leases. They
have only power of resumption for sale
or conditional1 purchase selections. I
notice that it is proposed to undertake
artesian boring in the North-West. 1
wouild point out that on the Lower
Murchison there are large numbers of
squatters where the water supply is im-
perfect, I trust the Colonial Secretary
will try to induce the Mtinister for Works
to put down at least one bore in the
Lower Murchison district, and I am sure
that if a good water supply is secured it
will induce the whole of the squatters in
that locality to follow up the good ex-
ample set them. Last year more wool

was exported fromn Champion Bay than
fromn any port in Western Australia ex-
cept Fremantle. So we see the necessity
for supporting thle pastoral industry in
our district in evcry possible manner;
and efforts in this direction will be very
highly appreciated. There is a large
number of sheep annually destroyed in
this State from. one end to the other by

*the diugos, especially in our district.
One manl lost no less than 1,000
sheep in one year, and others in small
proportions. TJhere was a Bill in course
of preparation when I was Minister for
Agriculture providing for the placing of
the administration of the funds in con-

*nection with dingos under boards which
were to have the power of taxation on
sheep), while thle Govern men t were to sub-
sidise the boards, which were given full
authority over the administration of the
vote for the destruction of dingos. At
present, the vote is not administered.
It is supposed to bie administered b y the
Department of Agriculture, but that
department has absolutely' no control
over it. A justice of the peace gives a
certificate to at man who brings in the
scalps, and the Treasury pays on that
certificate, while the Departmtent of Agri-
culture has absolutely no control ever it.
But if this Bill becamec law, and it is
modelled somjewhat on the New South
Wales Pastoralist Protection Act, the
local boards would administer the Act
and the vote in connection with dingos,
and would tax peolple who are at present

Icontributing in no way towards the
destruction of dingos. There may be
no ime this session, but I trust the
Government will submit the Bill to the
House next sessioii. The Brands Bill
was passed last Parliament, hut I recog-

Inised there were many defects in it, and
promised that an anieudm ut would be
brought forward this year, when memnbers
would have an opportunity of discussing
them; and on that understanding the
Bill was passed. I endeavoured to carry
out that promise, and when I left office
there was a Bill almost prepared by the
Parliamentary Draftsman and almost
ready for submission to this Chamber.
I am sorry lo see it is not proposed to
bring it forward this session, because I
am sure that in its present ineffectite
state the Act will be a source of
trouble.

(COUNCIL.] Second day.
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Why not
introduce it yourselfP

HON. J. M. DREW: I fully expected
the Government would have brought it
forward. I have not a. copy of the mea-
sure. It should be brought forward now.
There should be no loss of time. Several
members in this House are prepared to
pass an intelligent opinion on the Bill,
and I recognise there will be a lot of
trouble unless the Act is amended. Ittam
glad it is proposed to amend the Elec-
toral Act, and I trust the amendment will
take the form Of the abolition of postal
voting, or a very serious reform of that
system. There have been gross scandals
in connection with the postal voting in
our district and gross abuses of the
system. I have known postal voting
officers to drive around the country and
openly solicit votes, and in some cases to
intimidate people. One might say, why
not prosecute themP But it is impos-
sible to get lpeople to come forward and
give evidence. They do not like to appear
in acourt of law asinformers. I think
the remnedy is the abolition of the system
or a very serious amendment in order to
prevent the abuses that occur on all sides.
I do not think I shall say very much on
the subject of Bills. The Speech seems
to be very cleverly drawn ; and I think
we shall have to wait until the details
come before the House. I hope the
business in this Chamber will be speedily
prosecuted, and that we shall be able to
terminate our labours before Christmas.

HoN. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (South): I
wish first to congratulate you, Mr. Presi-
dent, on your return to the State in good
health. We are very glad to see you
back again. I also wish to congratulate
our old leader, Hon. W. KingsmilL, on
being reappointed to the office. I am
sure he need have no fear but that he has
the confidence of the House and that we
will give him the same good treatment
we gave him before. law glad to see that
the gold export has been noticed in the
Speech; and I have no reason to view with
alarm the pessimistic reports made by
some of the engineers who have recently
visited the State. I look with a more
hopeful view on the mining industry
here ; and although Mr. Hoover, of
Bewick, Moreing, & Co., a recent visitor,
said that he thought that unless there
were fresh discoveries the yield would

fall, I have an idea that as we go along
we shall find cheaper methods of treating
low-grade ores, which will maintain our
output. We have heard these alarm-
ing reports before. We have gone
through slumps and booms; and there
have been periods during the history of
Kalgoorlie, for instance, in which many
of our mines have looked very gloomy;
in fact, some of them have almost threat-
ened to peter out; but at the eleventh
hour a new lode has been discovered, and
we find the mines again in a flourishing
condition. L think that tbere are great
possibilities that these fresh discoveries
will continue. This time last year, for
instance, the Associated Mine was looked
upon as a foregone hope. The lodes
were under the value of payable ore, but
to-day they have made a discovery of a
new lode, and the shares have nearly
doubled in value, and the mine shows
prospects of at very long life. The recent
additions to mining machinerv have
shown us that we can treat very low
grade ores at a profit ; and not only that,
but there are mines at the north end of
Kalgoorlie, which a little while ago were
looked upon as barren, that have recently
been taken up and machinery put on
them, and they are to-day producing
gold. I certainly think that there is a
good time in front of this State as a gold
producer; also as a producer of other
minerals. For that reason I have to
heartily congratulate the present Govern-
ment for the proposal whereby they
intend to assist the prospector. I quite
recognise it is necessary to go on prospect-
ing in this country, and any assistance
the Government can give the prospector
will be heartily welcomed by the Eastern
Goldfields and also by the North-East
Goldields. One way in which they can
assist the mining community is by giving
us cheaper water. I am glad to notice
in the Speech that it is intended to
extend the water scheme beyond Kal-
goorlie. We are now paying very high
prices for water, and it is only by extend-
ing the system to other centres that we
wilt get the reduction we desire. I am
sure the scheme will alway s be a boon to
us. It has been to the present. It has
assisted us by reducing costs; aind by
still cheaper water we will still farther
reduce the cost of mining. With reference
to the reports which have recently ap-
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peared about our mining industry, I do
not think that sufficient notice has been
taken of the recent discoveries. For
instance, there is a, new district known as
Davyhurst, where the Golden Pole is
situated. There are only one or two
mines operating there; but for the lode
the mining engineers who have visited
that district aver that there are very
great possibilities. I hope that the
Government will see fit to run a spur
line oat for 30 miles from the main line
to Davyhurst. It will add considerably
to the -advantage of that district and
to the cheaper treatment of ore. There
is a line of reef there seveu mailes
long, and I suppose you can roughly
estimate the whole mine as worth about

eigh~t orten penyweights. The majority
ofasay I have seen from that district

come from shafts down from 100 to 200
feet, ranging from eight pennyweights to
over one ounce. There are districts of
that kind, and I trust the Government
will see the necessity of assisting them.
There is one other thing we require to
consider. Many members know that
when a prospector takes up a mining
lease the first thing he thinks about is
how to get enough to pay for his work.
He goes as far as he can. I feel sure the
Government must do something with
regard to assisting the miner where there
is water at present. At present most
of the men are working their shows down
to water level, and then abandoning them.
They have not the funds to provide
expensive pumps or winding plants, and
consequently they can go no farther. I
know dozens of places abont the Murrin
and Morgans districts and TLaverton and
Burtville where it was pointed out very
recently that those miners had sunk their
shafts to 100 feet and could notgQ farther
on account of want of capital. They
have paving ore, but large pumps and
the expenses of mining machinery will be
beyond them. It will be for the Govern-
ment to establish mining boards in
centres like that with a view of letting
to these men a pump or assisting them in
the direction of getting one, and I feel
sure it will repay the Government by
opening up the industry. We all regard
the gold-mining industry as a staple
industry of this State. There is no
other industry in the world that uses so
much of every produce that a, country

can give as does the mining industry.
I am pleased to see the Government
recognise that, and intend to help those
men in every way possible. I notice a
reference to the Port Hedland Railway.
I intend to support any measure which
wilt provideiarailway line from any of the
ports inland. In a great country like this
that is what is required, and f think it is
much better to do that kind of thing than
to propose to subsidise companies. I am
rather inclined to think the overnmnent
should build the line themselves. I am
in favour of Government-owned rail-
ways, and we have not had a very happy
experience of privately-owned railways.
I think that the line is warranted and
the Government could easily take the
matter in hand themselves. Anyhow,
for the sake of the mining industry and
for the sake of developmenl. I will sup-
port any measure that will have for its
object the running of a line from the
coast inland for the purpose of develop-
ment. I would just like to allude to Mr.
Piesse's reference with regard to spur
lines. I have been in the agricultural
districts in other States, and T find that
good roads are often better than spur
lines of railway.

HoN. Mf. L. Moss: Not when they
have to carry agricultural produce 30
miles.

HON. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: You will
see drovers in Victoria now who travel 80
and 100 miles with loads of wool and
wheat.

MEMBER: Wool, not wheat.
HoN. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I am not

a farming expert; but I certainly think
that good roads are essential to farming
districts. Anyhow, I shall support the
farming industry in the matter of spur
lines. I always regard the represen-
tatives of the farming industry' , and
wherever it is possible I shall support
them. I notice that the Government
intend boring for artesian water, and I
am glad they mean to start those bores.
I feel sure there is a lot of artesian water
throughout the northern portions of this
country. They have it at Qodnadatta in
South Australia, and in many parts of
Queensland, and to my mind there is
little doubt that in portions of the
northern goldields we can get artesian
water. At all events, I am glad they are
making the experiment, and I trust their

Second day.[COUNCIL.]
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efforts will meet with success. I have
very little farther to say, but this,
that I feel sure that now there is a
stable Government in power we can look
forward to progress and prosperity. The
former Government in power had not the
majority necessary for oarrving on, but
now the country has given its voice and
at good majority is secured, I trust we
shall have the progress that I see looming
ahead. I feel sure the gold-mining
industry is going to improve, and with
equal certainty I look forward to other
industries improving.

HON. W. T. LOTON (East): I (lid
not intend to intrude upon the House
this evening, but as this is a new
session, I should just like briefly to say a
few words. In the first place, sir, T
cannot refrain fromn joining with other
members in saying how pleased we are
to see you back in such good health.
I am also glad to see the' smniling
members on the other side of the
House, who were sick, so well supported.
One hears it said that this House is
inclined to he a little dilatory. I do not
know whether such is the case, but I
hope that we will prove at all events that
it is a falsehood. The Speech of His
Excellency is brief, hut it contains a lot
of matter. We are told in one instance
that the finances; require close attention.
Then we are told that in order to go on
developing the country the Government
propose to enter the loan market for
certain works. We are told, almost at
the end of the Speech-

The scheme of legislation which will he
laid before you during the present session will
not be of large proportions..
If members will look at a clause prior
to thaZ, addressed to the Legislative
Assembly, they will read:

Expenditure from loan funds will be
necessary upon the railways previously re-
ferred to; on harbour improvements, in-
creased wvater supplies to the goldfields,
improvements of existing and creating new
stack routes, boring for artesian water in the
North and North-West, and in other importantI
directions. Improving the water supply, and
the initiation of a comprehensive scheme of
sewerage for the metropolitan area will
shortly be commenced. You will be asked to
grant a farther loan authorisation.
We have it in one clause that practically
little legislation will be introduced, and
in a prior clause there is a list ahuost as

long as one's arm. I suppose it is not
intended to bring this legislation for-
ward. It is a flowery speech.- It is qu~ite
evident that at this stage thiey cannot
seriouisly intend dealing with these
measures. It is proposed, I understand,
to practise economy. I would suggest to
the Government, seeing they have been
referred to as a stable Government and
a strong Government representing the
country and its best iuterests, that if
they desire practising economy they
should start with the Parliament first.
Bring in a Bill-shall I say to do atway
withF payment of membhers of Parliament ?
Is that too) drastic for membersF It
would mean a saving of £16,000 a year.
Perhaps it Would be0 too drastic ; but if
so, he moderate and bring in a Bill to
reduce the paymwent of members to £100
a yeatr. Then we shall save £8,000 a
year. That is one of the ways to
economise, to start with. When we have
a strong, Government chosen to see that
the money is well spent, let us start with
ourselves aind bring our salaries down.
[ MEMIBER: Where are the supporters ?J
The work of Parliament can he easily
got through in three months, and a pay-
merit of £1.00 per anunm would be ample
to incct all outside expenses of every
membler of Parliament during that
period. So reduce the present pa *yment.
Let that be one of the first Bills. Then
we shall see that they mean economy. I
do not propose to deal with the details of
the Bills that ave suggested. There will
b~e ample time to d1o so when we know a
little more of' their purport. ButlIwill just
refer, for instance, to spur lines of rail-
way pro posed. I have heard light lines
referred to. Whatever lines of railway
we have in settled districts-when I say
settled districts I mean where we have
railways at present, and not a railway in
the Nqorth-West-one of the first pro-
posals I should lay down is that we
should not alter the gauge of the railway.

TBE COLOAL SECaETARY: It is not
proposed to do so.

HON. WV. T. LOTON:- Then another
thing is we must not have ourline of rail-
way too light, because if we are to carry
produce we shall have weight. Then as
to the (question of spur lines, it may
be all very well for Mr. Piesse to ignore
the fact that if we build a spur line the
first 1S iniles will be practically a waste
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of money, as the first 15 miles can be
served by the present railway; and so
far as I can see at present T aim not
prepared to pledge myself in any way.
It seems to me that going from New-
castle south, if the country is good
enough and the water supply is suffi-
cieut east of our present line, the best
thing to do will be to have a loop line
instead of these spur lines, because the
loop lines would serve a larger area of
country and at less cost. If we had a
spur line of railway there should be
something at the end of that spur line in
addition merely to agricultural land. If
the line is to do nothing but serve that
locality and convey the products of the
soil from the inland districts, it is a very
doubtful thing to my mind whether there
would not be a very serious loss in the
working of that railway. I do not desire
to speak against opening up the country
by railways, because the country cannot
be opened up without them; but it is a
question whether we shall be in a posi-
tion to do this extra work. It may be
all very well for members to get up and
say that all the land within 15 or 20
miles of our present railways is taken up.
So it may be. But what is the position
at the present time ? What work is
being done upon it? To what extent is
it improvedP How many years will it
take to develop this land already taken
up within 20 miles of the railway? Not
a quarter of it is developed at the present
time. There is plenty of land adjacent
to the railways at present wanting
development, and plent 'y of work for
people who will go on the land either for
themselves or as employees.

HON. 0. A. Pinsss: You try them.
HoN. W. T. LOTON: Can the hon.

member controvert what I say, that
the land is not improved yet? That is
the point. I say it is not improved.
People have got it, but it will take them
some years to improve it. The hon.
member knows that perfectly well. He
canunot run away from experienced men
like those who sit in this House, such as
Mr. McKenzie, for instance, from the
goldfields, who knows all about it. Now
with regard to the finances, we are at the
close of the first six months of the financial
year. If the Government are desirous of
setting straight and being able to keep
sraight the finances of this State, they

will have, to my mind, to do what I
will very shortly indicate. They will
have to tall Parliament together before
the end of June in each year.
You have then got to the end of the
working year; you will have spent all
you have been authorised to spend; and
by calling Parliament together say
before the end of June, you can have

your Estimates on the table by the middle
Of July at all events. In this way mem-
bers will be able to see the real position.
Under the present system, important
works such as railways may be passed
from time to time before the Estimates
are on the table; whereas by the plan I
should prefer, members would be able to
see what was the policy of the Govern-
ment in regard to the finances. I say
that is the only way to get control of the
finances. While you go on voting, as
Parliament does now, a quarter of a
million in one week and another quarter
of a million a week or two later, half the
revenue of the year may be voted away
before the Estimates are on the table.
Any financial institution of magnitude,
if it carried on its bu'siness in that way,
would soon be financially tight, I do not
say bankrupt, but in an inconvenient
position, probably unable to carry on for
the year;i and I must say that except
for the leniency of Parliament, the
Government would not have been able to
carry on in the way that has been
attempted during the last two years, and
has been proposed again this session. It
may be time for the House to seriously
consider whether members should not
stop the voting of money before the
Estimates are considered. i have spoken
plainly on the matter, not for any other
than the interests of the country. Of
course the Government know all about
these things-they always do ; and I
hope that next year we shall have the
Estimates placed on the table early,
before we are asked to vote considerable
sums of money. There is one other point.
in regard to the railway for opening the
North-West. Theseconderof the Address-
in-Reply spoke against the proposal,
and some other members have spoken
against it this evening. Have the Govern-
ment considered that in starting from Port
Hedland they will first have to traverse
90 or 100 miles of sandplain ? I do not
know what traffic can be expected from
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country of that sort; whereas in starting
from the other place the line will go
through auriferous country the whale
way, and will also serve pastoral stations
that will bring some traffic.

THE COLONI1AL SECRETARY:- There are
stations on the proposed route, and they
will all send stock.

Hair. W. T. LOTON: I understand it
is proposed to build this railway accord-
ing to the standard of Government lines;
not by the Government, but tinder a
system of guarantee. I understand the
Minister will ask Parliament to guarantee
the interest on the cost of construction,
with a right to purchase at cost price. It
appears to me that if this line is to be
constructed, it should Dot be on the
expensive scale of a Government railway;
beeause if it is found in the Course Of ten
years that. there is no permanent necessity
for the railway, the Government will not
buy it. It may in the meantime have
served its purpose, and if built at a less
cost there will be less risk of loss.

HON. J. W. WRIoHT: How about the
guarantee then ? How long will it last?

HON. W. T. LOTON: I am cons ider-
ing the matter as an ordinary business
inan would do, and these are points that
require consideration. I do not know of
course bow long the guarantee will last,
and we have yet to see whether Parlia-
mnent will agree to a guarantee. We
must ask ourselves first, what is the line
to be built for I? If it is to start from
Port Hedland, it will be for one purpose
only, that of serving the mineral industry,
or a portion of it as a member interjects;
but if it goes the other way it will be
more permanent. I am not pledging
myself, but only alluding to these points
in order that the Government in their
wisdom, and of course Governments are
always wise, may consider them. With
these remarks I support the Address.

HON. W. MALEY (South-East): I
wish first to join in congratulating you,
Mr. President, on your return to the
Chair, and I concur in the hope that you
will long continue your useful career in
this House and in this country. The
question that appears to me to be the
most burning one at present is that of
building agricultural railways. Members
who have spoken on it seem to have been
reading something outside the Speech;

for if we take the Speech as printed, it
siply says:

In order to provide farther necessary facili-
ties for the successful occupation of those
agricultural lands situated at goine distance
from our present railway system, it is the
intention of my advisers to seek the consent
of Parliament to the construction of several
agricultural lines from various paints en the
existing railways. It is realised that the
construction of these light lines, whilst proving
of great assistance to the settlers already on
the land, will also encourage additional settle-
ment in the districts referred to.

I see here no reference whatever to rail-
ways for the Great Southern District, and
I understand, that some members in
their remarks mean that the most fin-
portant agricultural district of the State
is alonzside the Great Southern Railway.
If, then, these agricultural areas stand
out with such prominence, and if the
Government proposal is to construct
those railways inside that province which
I have the honour to represent with my
able colleague for the South-East, those
railways should be constructed. But, 6n
the other hand, one is no~t so parochial
nor is it desirable to disguise the fact
that there are other districts, agricultural,
pastoral, and grazing, where such products
as cherries, fruits, and fodder plants, may
be p~rofitably grown, and there is always
justification for the extension of railways
in such districts. I am not here as an
advocate for the Great Southern District
in the proposal to construct spur lines in
that province. I am satisfied that hon.
members in another place and in this
House, if they travel as the Minister has
travelled recently through that part of
the country, will discover abundant rea,-
sons why those railways should be con-
structed, not as an experiment but as a
necessity, and as a6 farther extension of
lines that have almost passed the period
of experiment; and that country is one
which lends itself to rapid development.
It has been said that the building of these
railways is to be an experiment; and while
the cost of construction as indicated here
to-night ranges from £700 to £1,000 per
mile, that s hould not be a dangerous

eprment; for if we construct 25 to 50
mie frailway at £1,000 per mile as an

experiment, how will that compare with
the giving of £940,000 for building a town
ball in Perth as a gift to wealthy citizens ?
These are the facts, that £40,000
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would construct some 50 miles of railway
-putting it at the price quoted. If the
Government are to hesitate for the want
of funds in the direction of the construc-
tion of railways, if the Government are
to put back the hands of the clock or
stop the progress of settlement, then
they ought also to stop the construction
of other works that are not necessary for
the uphuilding of the State. When
once the country is settled it enables a
fixed population to remain on the soil.
With the question of railway construc-
tion comes the question of immigration.
What is the most proinent question at
the present time, which is the greater
need, immigration or railway construc-
tion ? In the face of what has happened
lately-the condition of polities in tihe
State-the Government cannot bring
forward an immigration policy unless
they tack on to it a railway construction
policy. If the Government were to build
one spur line and it settled at number of
people on the soil, that would add to the
wealth of the country. It would mean
the placing on the soil of a number of
persons who would help to bear the
burdens of the State. The croakers and
pessimists could not raise their voices, or
put obstacles in the way. I trust this
House and another place will proceed
with the proposed measures, aud that the
Government in this instance will have
the work done. I am pleased to say,
while I rcognise the Ja~mes Government
were the first to move in the direction
of opening up agricultural lands, the
Labour Government who were in power
expressed themselves in approval of
that particular railway in my province,
which I1 think was suggested in the
Governor's Speech, th4k is the railway
from Katanning to Kojonuip. The
Minister for Lands at that time (Air.
Drew) toured the district and made
himself acquainted not only with the
district itself but with the wonderful
energy of the people. Perhaps there are
some of the moost energetic people in that
district in the State. I say advisedly
there are no people with more energy or
who have evinced so much energ-y as the
people in the Kojonuip district. When
members are told that 20 miles out from
the railway we saw one of the biggest
shows in the State, bigger than any of
the shows along the railway lines, they

will understand that the country there is
not possessed of ordinary wealth, that it
possesses a climate and advantages which
perhaps no other part of the State
possesses in the same degree. The ques-
tion of loop lines is onle to which I am
uot particularly wedded. I am not here
to-night to advocate spur lines par-
ticularly ;still I amn not wedded to loop
lines. I recognise this is an immense
State and we have to al low for expansion,
and if we construct a loop line and make
it parallel with the Great Southern line
or any other railway line, where is the
expansion to take place in the future?
Youtr 1001) line ends practically your
railWay System. If as is reported at the
prkesent time on the Great Southern Rail-
way thle gold industry is springing Up,

fo hy have discovered gold east of
Piugelly, provision must be made for it,
and these things can occur in other parts
of the State. Other minerals may be
found, and it mar be necessary to con-
struct railways farther east or farther
north as the case may be. If that takes
place and there is a loop line, that loop line
will be found in the way; but if the Gov-
erment construct a, spur line with a view
to settlement, they can push out the popu-
lation at the end of the line, and it may

*then be found that the spur line will
require to be added to. I am not opposed
to any loop lines, for they are necessary
in connection with other railways, but it
is a moot point whether we should accept
the advice of railway experts whose know-
ledge of agriculture and whose connection
with politics do not warrant us in
listening to their views. In regard to the
g7razn leases which are not now being
allotted, I say I highly approve of the
couontry disposing of its public asset at
the earliest possible moment to people
who wvill put it to use. There are large
areas in this country, I was on some last
week, and the old seltiers there assured
me that there were large areas of second
and third class land suitable only for
grazing purposes. If these lands are to
lie idle and people come here and go away
to the Eastern States again disgusted at
the Government refusing to allow themn
to settle on the land, it is time the regu-
lations uinder which the Lands Depart-
wnt is supposed to be ac;ting be insisted
upon. The land is lying idle, without
any occupants at all, kangaroos are rn-.
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fling over it and it is really a waste. One
may travel for 30 miles through country
that ought to be put to account at once.
Not only is it suitable for grazing but
there is wvater in pools in the vicinity. I
want to see the Government inducing
people to settle on this country. What
is the price of the land to the country as
long as the imiprovements are carried out?
What is it to the country to have rabbits
coming iii here as they are Coming and
this land unoccupied ? It is a great deal
to the country: it means that the Govr-
erment have practical ly to undertake the
Work of keeping back the rabbits., Again
it means putting up farther lines of
fencing. It will be a sad thing for the
country if people are not allowed to go
into occupation. If the land is occupied
and fenced it is a great asset to the
country, for the settlers are producers of
revenue. In regard to the poison referred
to by Mr. Dempster, I am surprised that
I should be left to bring before the
House the necessity for dealing with the
poison. Every mnember of the House
engaged in agriculture will realise that
one of the greatest drawbacks to agricul-
ture or stock-raising in the State is the
poison, yet we find not only are the Gov-
ernment holding large areas of poison
country, but the roads already fenced by
the settlers for hundreds of miles at
a stretch are infested with poison.
Hundreds of sheep were lost in a day
only recently in travelling along the
roads. Every effort should be made to
rid the roads districts of this nuisance.
I advocate the appointment of a board to
deal with this nuisance, or that the roads
boards be empowered to levy a rate and
that the Government insist. that the
roads board in every district should
keep the roads clear of poison. I hope
that necessary legisjation will be brought
forward to enable this to be done, or the
loss to capital and to the State will in -crease year by year. We are advancing
in agriculture:- we have heard to-night
about the arrangement to be made at
Fremantle for the export of wheat, that
is a, sign of the times; but there will be
other articles to be exported, there will
be the export of bacon. A factory is
being opened in this State by one of the
largest bacon exporters in the Common-
wealth. Then there will be the export
of butter and lambs. Every member

engaged in agriculture will feel it his
duty to advocate the best appointments
for the handling of grain and the hand-
ling of stock and for shipping at our
ports;, and we all recognise the value
of Fremnantle, of Geraldtou, and Albany,
and of the other ports in the State,
even Port Redland. I hope I shall
do nothing to obstruct the grow-th of
the Port of Fremnanle. I said when I
first entered the Chambeur and I say it
to-night, that the timo, is coming, as
Captain Laurie said, when we should
enlarge the port of Fremnantle. But we
must know before we venture on any
farther enlargements of that port what is
the best scheme of enlargement, or
whether the country will stand it. We
want to know when the limit of expendi-
ture in connection with the port of Fre-
mantle has been reached or will be
reached. We must have our limit in the
direction of harbour construction. I say
this in no carping spirit, but in the
interests of the State. As far as mining
is concerned I ami satisfied that with the
price of labour at the present time it is
somewhat difficult to make certain pro-
positious pay. It is not only the price of
labour, but, as already has been stated,
facilities should be given for railway
transit to wining centres. There must
be increased facilities, and realising that
I say I have great hope in the future of
the mining industry. I do not say that
wages should be so much reduced but that
better methods and better conveniences
should be employed for the treatment of
low-grade ores and for the carriage of
machinery. I am satisfied that with
careful leadership on the part of the
Government and careful attention to the
finances and. with careful attention to the
questions wh ich have been brought before
the House to-night, and with the stable
Government such as we have, we are
going to win the confidence of many
people in the Eastern States, we are
going to win the confidence again of the
British capitalist, for we cannot dispense
with the British capitalist. We have had
perhaps less British capital in Western
Australia for its size than any other
State in the Commonwealth. It is
recognised we bave wonderful resources,
and I am satisfied that in the next two
or three years, if the helm of the State is
properly steered, we shall have very good
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times and make very good progress
throughout the country and the State,
and we shall also prosper aud flourish.
I am pleased to support the adoption of
the Address-in -Reply.

HON. E. McLARTY (South-West):
It is not ray intention to take uip much
time, as the Governor's Speech has been
pretty fully discussed. I desire, Mr.
President, to offer you my congratu-
lations, in common with other members,
on seeing you back in your place in tiiis
House. I noteq with pleasure that the
Government propose to build farther
agricultural railways. An hon. member
has said to-night that he has seen wheat
casted. for 80 miles in this State. I pity
the farmer who carted it, even if it were
given to him. If we take the price of
the wheat at .3s. per bushel, and take the
ordinary load at 70 bushels, that load
would cost 10 guineas to cart to market.
Such a cost will not permit of many
days' travelling with a Learn sufficiently
strong to take the load over bush tracks.
Therefore I think it is apparent, if we
are to open up the agricultural lands of
the country and to create an export trade
in wheat., that we must have railway
facilities. At the same time, I perceive
that great caution will be needed in
building spur railways. There will be a
tremendous demand for them from all
parts of the country ; and the Govern-
ment will have to be ver y careful indeed
in the selection of localities to be favoured
by railways of whatever description may
be decided on. For my own part, I think
it questionable whether it is worth while
departing at all from the present system
of railway construction; whether, if we
are to have spur railways 20 or 30 miles
in length, it is worth w~hile to construct
a different kind of railway or one of
lighter material, necessitating different
rolling-stock at a considerable difference
in cost. At the same time, I am under
the impression that we shall have ample
opportunity during the next session of
Parliament to discuss the spur lines -,for
it is utterly impossible that the Govern-
ment can carry out immediately all the
works mentioned in this very short
Governor's. Speech. At the present time
we have what I suppose I may call a spur
line branching from the Great Southern
Railway; and I should prefer to see
the Government continue that line as

originally intended, instead of stopping
half way between KNarrogin and Collie.
The Narrogin to Collie railway has
already been authorised. by Parliament,
and has been commenced; and I think
the Government would act wisely by
finishing the work already begun, by
continuing that line to Collie. Then
again, we require railways not only in
the interests of agriculture, but of agri-
culture and other industries combined.
In the South-West District that I have
the hionour of representing, we had a
survey authorised by Parliament aind
mnade a few years ago, at a cost to the
country of about £4,000; and it was
demonstrated beyond doubt that we have
a practicable route, with no engineering
defects to speak of. That line has never
yet been begun. The route traverses
what is admitted, 1 think on all sides, to
be one of the best untouched timber
forests in the State. That line is fully
justified; and I hope the Government will
take steps to construct some portion of
it, thus giving employment to a large
number of men now travelling the roads
and starving. I refer to the Marradong
Railway. Undoubtedly scores of men are
travelling about the country, simply
starving and unable to get employmnent;
and I should like to see some timber lines
started, becuse there is plenty of work,
and the cry wherever I go, from sleeper-
hewers and people wishing to put down
saw mills, is that they are unable to
obtaiii concessions and facilities for
carrying on their industry. I am quite
sure that, 20 miles of that Marradong
Railway would be immediately reproduc-
tive. I know several companies with
ample means prepared to work mills as
soon as they have a guarantee that. they
can get their timber carried away;i and
hundreds of men willb.e employed. That
is what, the State needs ; and the rail-
way will, moreover, benefit a con-
siderable number of settlers who have
been somewhat misled by previous
Governments, on the strength of the
survey of this line, and the practical
assurance that it would be constructed.
On that assurance a considerable area of
land has been taken up and settled, and
the people bitterly complain that they
have not the facilities to which they are
entitled. Another railway which for
years I have strongly favoured is the
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NullagiieRailway. From what point on
the seaboard that should start is a matter
which will, as was said to-night, need
very careful investigation; but I am not
in accord with 31r. Eandell's argument
that the work should not be undertaken
by private enterprise. I think, if there
is one railway that we may safely leave
to private enterprise, it is the Nullagine
Railway. It will have no connection with
any other railway system in the State;
and in our presentfinancial position, [
feel sure that if they wait till the Gov-
ernment are prepared to build about 200
miles of railway in that district-a very
costly undertaking-the people of Nulla-
gine will wait for niany years before they
see a railway at all. The district is
languishing, and the people are living
there only in the hope of railway facili-
ties, I am entirely in accord with leav-
ing the con struction of the line to private
enterprise. Mention has been made of
the omission from the Speech of any
proposal for a dock at Fremantle. That
work has been referred to in a number of
Speeches; and I think the Government
have acted wisely' in this connection, con-
sidering our financial position, in leaving
the proposal out of this session's pro-
grain me; for it is quite certain they are
not prepared to undertake it. I am
quite in accord with Captain Laurie that
when a dock is constructed ait Fremantle
the country wants it to be a, proper dock;
and I should prefer the country to wait
for two or three years, or longer, until we
are in a position to construct such a dock
as is needed for the first port of call in
Australia. The matter of immigration
is mentioned in successive Speeches
almost every year. IL is always gratify-
ing to find that we are abont to get a
class of immigrants who have plenty of
money in their pockets, and are prepared
to settle on the laud and force the country
ahead. 1 see in the paragraph referring
to immigration that " no effort will be
spared to secure a class of immigrants
who will become contented, prosperous
settlers amongst us, and a valuable
addition to the community." If we can
obtain immigrants of that class, we shall
bail with great satisfaction their ,introduc-
tion to the State; but I think there will
be considerable difficulty in getting them.

THE COLMNIAL SECRETARY: We are
already getting them.

Ho.%. E. MeLARTY: I am glad to
hear it. I do not generally find that
class of people anxious to leave their
homes. Mention is made in the Speech
of opening uip and improving the stock
routes to the North. That matter is of
great importance to the whole of this
country ; and I hope the Government
will keep it well to the fore-, and give
better facilities for watering and for
travelling stock. Boring for artesian
water will have to be undertaken. There
is no0 question that we have hundreds of
thousands of acres of good pastoral
country in the North not being utilised,
simply hecausb it is waterless. When
we get a dry season such as we are now
unfortunately experiencing, that is the
very :onutry on which we should be able
to rely. It has stock feed that will carry
stock through a dIry season; bitt we are
unable to Mae us e of that country
because it has no wnter. It will be -very
important to prove whether artesian water
does or does not exist there. I do not
think that the whole cost of providing
water should fall on the Government. I
have a little interest there; and I do not
think that those associated with me, and

Ithe. squatters generally, wvill object to
paying their share, or to going on with

Ithe work themselves, if the Government
will demonstrate that water is proonrable
by boring. We want to know whether
water is available; and I Lope the Govern-
mnent will come to the rescue, and give
all pbossible assistance. The Aborigines
Bill is one which for some time we have
been anticipating, and it is now on the
Notice Paper. I think I may compliment
the Government on the measure, which,
while it will afford every protection to
the aborigines, seemis to he very fair in'
other respects. The Speech generally is
one which I am sure will commend itself
to members; but I can assure the Gov-
ernment that great responsibilities rest
upon them. The whole country is look-
ing forward to quite a new era of pro-
sperity. All feel great confidence; and it
rests with the Government to show that
they are worthy of the trust reposed in
them by the cotintry. Mention is made
also of the Brands Act passed last session.
There is no doubt that is a very unsatis-
factory measure. Itwas practically rushed
through at the Last moment, when I think
few of those interested in the matter were
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present; and I should like to see it
amended. There is undoubtedly plenty
of room for its amendment. I do not
know that I need take up any more time,
save by congratulating the Government
and hoping that all the good things
expected of them may be realised.

HoN. 0. SOMMERS (North-East)
Like other members, I congratulate you.
Mr. President, on your restoration to
health, and hope that you will long be
spared to occupy your high and honour-
able position. I see it is prophesied that
we shall have a short session; and I for
one am quite agreeable. I think it but
right that the present Government should
have the chance of look-ing into various
departments which must bie in great dis-
order. We know that during the last. 12
months Ministerial attention to detail
has not been accorded. The Speech con-
gratualates the country on the progress of
mining, pastoral, and other industries as
of a gratifying nature. As regards the
development of mining, I for one cannot
agree with the statement. It is well
known that the development of mining is
not of a gratifying nature. The yields
are decreasing; we have had no new mines
of any importance opened up for several
years. The great body of prospectors we
have had in the past are men who have
faced great hardships and endured all sorts
of p~rivations in attempting- to discover
payable mines. Those men are diminish-
ing very rapidly indeed in numbers; nor
can we wonder that their nunibers are
diminishing, because they have not had
the support warranited by their energies.
They should have been supported; and
until they are supported the mining in-
dustry cannot progress. The people of
the State have recently been addressed
by a great authority, Mr. Hoover, though
we must take his uttrances with a grain
of salt, and he looks from a rather
gloomy point of view on the state of
mining. Nevertheless, there is a great
deal in what lie sy s. The prospector
spends his money; and by the time he
discovers something capable of develop-
ment, he finds that his money is ex-
hausted. He has no means of paying
fees, rents, etcetera; he goes into centres
of population, and endeavours to secure
monetary support. If he cannot gt it,
he loses his labour. I should like to see
some new mining regulations dealing

with p~rospectors. I should say that the
prospector, taking up a claim, should for
the first year be altogether free of rent,
save some nominal fee for registration.
Then I should say' , if lie put in a month's
labour for the first year, that should be
sufficient. From what I know of pro-
spectors, if it lprospector's funds warrant
it, he will continue to prospect. But
ver, often, after a muonthi's prospecting,
he finds his little store of money hecom-
ing exhausted. If my proposal were
adopted, he could then do what is done
in other countries-work for somebody
else. I believe that is the custom in
seine of the American States, where men
have held on for years, working a few
months in each year earning money, and
going back again to their own claims,
knowvig that their leases were secure so
long as a month's work was done in each
year. I should say that for the first two
years at least, one month's compulsory
work on at lease should be quite
sufficient. That might result, as a mem-
ber says, in locking up a good thing.
But we have had thousands of leases
taken up, and very few worked. That is
the sole r-eason why so much ground is
not p)rospected. There is not sufficient
encouragement, and no security of tenure.
A prospector cannot leave his lease with-
out a formial exemption from the warden.
I should like to mention a case which
quite recently came under my notice.
The Mines Department officers say
they are endeavouring in every possible
manner to assist the prospector. I
know a little company, composed partly
of capitalists in a small way and partly of
working miners, the one part putting, in
their labour and the other part supplying
capital. After spending £700 cash and
putting in an equal value in labour, the
funds of the little company ran out. The
company asked for three month s' exenip-
tion; and after that period had expired
they could not agree as to the wanner in
which they would Catry on with a view to
winding tip and reconstructing, so they
applied for a farther extension of three
months, which I regret to say was refused.
The lease was lying unprotected for a few
days, and was jumped._ An appeal was
lodged against the warden's decision, and
it caime before the Minister, who would
not interfere. That little company which
had asked for only six months' exemption
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in all, which was flatly refused by the
warden on the second occasion, had to let
the mine go by the board. There is no
security of tenure in such cases, and such
an incident could not happen in any other
country than Western Australia. We
must, therefore, give more assistance in
the way' of reducing the labour conditions
on leases. With regard to public batteries,
they have been doing good work, but the
charges ought to bie lower. I notice,
however, there is a considerable loss on
the working. Another thing is that
prospectors getting below water-level find
that the rate for crushin 'g is not payable,
and in many* cases the lease is thrown up
and the prospectors try elsewhere. I
think, that consideration should be shown
by reducing the charges for crushing ore
from below water-level, as compared with
charges for ore obtained above wvater-level,
so as to enable prospectors to obtain
some pumping gear for reducing the
water. Also, in many districts where it
does not pay to have a large battery,
it would be well if such districts
were tried first with small bat-
teries, say 3-head batteries, such as
are used for prospecting purposes in
Victoria. These would be sufficient to
test some outcrops in the early stages of
working, and when it was found that a
larger battery was warranted in any
particular case the smaller plant could
easily be removed to another district
where it would be useful. In that way
we should enable prospectors in outlying
districts to have their leases tested. The
extension of the water scheme to out-
lying districts on the goldfields, where
this is warranted, would be very beneficial,
for there are many places where the
water could be usefully applied, although
of course money would have to be ex-
pended. In the case of Menzies. for
instance, man 'y small mines are hung up
for want of water, and I think an exten-
sion of the water scheme to Menzies
would be a good work, as every place on
the route cudaso be supplied. That
question will have to be considered; for
as the whole of the pumping machinery
is available, it is only' necessary to
expend money in extending the pipes. I
think short lines might be extended with
.great benefit in many mining districts.
Mention has been made about the
abolition of payment of members. This

is aL delicate subject which I brought up
in a previous session, and Dr. Hackett
made some amusing remarks on myv
motion. Still, I think the abolition of
payment of members for this House
would be popular in the country, and I
initend to bring the matter up again,
although I would rather see such pay-
ment abolished entirely. With regard to
sewerage for the Perth and Fremantle
districts, this is the more necessary when
we are attempting to get increased
population, for I think we have only to
look at the death-rate to see how
seriously, it is affected by the drainage
question. Looking to the whole World
for examples, T know of many places not
nearly so important as Perth and Fre-
mantle that have had a sewerage system
for manny years, and the time has surely
arrived when we should haive it here.
With regard to bringing down the
Estimates earlier, so as to deal more
effectively with the finances, [ know it
is a difficult mattter ; but a change
in this direction is urgently needed.
The expenditure for the present year, as
an example, hats been going on since
June practically, unauthorised, I may say
illegally ;for if works are not being
carried out that have been authorised,
they ought to be. I know that in many
cases works which cost twice as much in
winter cannot conveniently be done in
summer because the Estiimates are not
passed earlier; and I can mention cases
in which the cost of particular works has
been increased as much as 40 per cent.
through de~lay in passing the Estimates.
Say the Estimates are passed by Christ-
tns; it is probably the Februarv follow-
ing before contracts cau he arranged for
carrying out the works; and of course

Icontractors must increase the price for
works carried out in winter, ats compared
with thre price for such works carried out
when the ground is not so hard. For
that reason alone, I trust that an effort
will be made in future sessions to have
the Estimates dealt with earlier. Some-
thing has been said about poison lands
and the loss caused to the country. I do
trust that the Government, in dealing
with cases of this kind, will be con-
siderate ; for I know one gentleman who
has spent something like X20,000 during
three 'years in attempting to eradicate
poison on land he has taken up. In
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doing this he has shown that the country
is good and will carry stock; yet because
an inspector comes along and finds a few
poison plants still in existence on the
ground, he will not give a certificate that
poison has been eradicated. That hap-
pens often in places where thousands of
bead of stock are running and only a
poison plant here and there can be dis-
covered. These are practically the waste
lands of the country, and as long as the
holders are willing to work and develop
them, it is an object, lesson to surrounding
occupiers in showing bow the land can
be successfully treated. In conclusion, I
agree particularly with the last lines in
the Governor's Speech:

I confidently trust that, aided by divine
guidance, you will materially advance the
well-being of the State.
I do trust that only legislation of the
most urgent character will be attempted
in this session, and that we will endeavour
to get through before Christmas.

HON. W. PATRICK: I move that the
debate be adjourned till to-morrow.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result: -

Ayes ... ... ... 7
Noes ... ... . 12

Majority against
AYES,

lion. E. Hl. Clsxke
Ron. V. Harnereley
Hon. R. D. MeKeTnzie
lion. W. Patrick
Roo. J. A. Thomison
Hon. J. W. Wright
Hon. C. E. Ueknpster

(Te~lle

5
NOES.

Hon. H. Bnjg
lien. T. F, . Brmage
Hon. .1. X. flrew
lion. W. K1ingsmull
Hon. J. W. Langsford
Hou. W. V. Ltobe
Hon. W. Sialey
Hon. BE. L&. Dios
Hon. C. A. Piesse
Hon. .0. Randeli
Roo. C. So.n~rs
Hon. E. Metarty (Teller).

Motion thus negatived, and the debate
continued.

HoN. W. PATRtIOK (Central):
Allow me, along with other members
who have spoken, to congratulate you,
Mr. President, on your return to the
State in health and strength, and to
express a hope that you may long con-
tinue to occupy the position which in the
past you have held wvith such fairness,
courtesy, and dignity. I think we may
say that this Speech, although not very
long, is a kind 6f mullum in, parvo -a
great deal in little. In dimensions8 it is
of the must modest character, but at the
same time3 it contains anl immerse aniunt
of matter. I can congratulate the Gov-

erment on the splendid majority they
received at the las t election, but I do not
intend to dilate on this subject. Per-
sonally I consider the result very satisfac-
tory, and evidently the country is of the
same o])inioni. I agree with a great
proportion of the sentiments expressed in
the Speech, and I will support the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply. There
is the paragraph stating that

The development of mining, agricultural,
pastoral, and other industries is of the most
gratifying nature.
Of course I know that in a Governor's
Speech there is usually a considerable
amount of what one might call padding,
and as far as I can remember this same
sentence was in the last Governor's
Speech, and I said in the few words
which I uttered on that occasion that the
development of mining was not of a
satisfactory character. I repeat that
sentiment on the present occasion. I do
not think that in at country such as this,
with an area greater than the whole of
New South Wales and four times as
great as the whole of Victoria, mining
can be considered to be in a satisfactory
condition when as regards progress it
has been practically at a standstill for
the last two years. That is the pre-
sent position, and I consider it is
the duty of the Government to inquire
the reason why this condition of things
exists. There must be a reason for it. It
is not, of course, that we have not immense
areas of undeveloped auriferous coun-
try, because everyone knows we have
immense areas of undeveloped country.
There must, I say, be some reason, and
it is the duty of the Government to find
out why there is no progress or why it
is going backward as far as our gold-
mining industry is concerned. I have no
doubt' they will give this subject, the
attention it deserves. Whilst there is no
doubt whatever that the agricultural and
pastoral industries have made very great
progress- immense progress within the
last two or three years-I am not aware
that the statistics show that other indus-
tries have made any great progress. It
is a notorious fact that manufacturing of
all kinds in this State at present is prac-
tically at a standstill. There is no doubt
whatever about that, and the reason of
this condition of things in reference to
manufacturing might be inquired into,
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although the manufacturing industry up
to the present time is not of very great
consequence to the State. In reference
to the copper smelter at Ravenethorpe,
before crowing very much over this
matter I think we ought to know the
whole of the particulars in connection
with the copper industry at Ravens-
thorpe. I would like to utter a word of
warning in reference to the copper in-
dustry. I have had a considerable
amount of experience as far as owning
copper mines is concerned, and my ex-
perience is that copper up to between
£70 and £,80 per ton to-day might be
down to 440 in about six months. The
present position of the price of copper is
quite an abnormal one. The same price
occurred during what was called the
French Syndicate some eight or ten
years ago, and it also occurred about
three or four years ago. In both cases
copper fell within a few months
to the neighbourhood of £40, and
people who bought copper at the
inflated prices in many cases lost
thousands of pouuds. I understand the
Government are the buy' ers of the copper
ore, and they ought to be very careful as
to the price they pay for the ore at the
present tinme. Again-

The agricultural prospects of the State con-
tinue to improve day by day. Land settlement
goes steadily forward, -while the prospects of
the coming harvest are satisfactory.

There is no doubt whatever that agricul-
ture is toaking great progress in this
State. I would like to remind hon.
gentlemen that one of the greatest agri-
cultural districts in this State exists in
the province which I have the honour to
represent, and I may say that district
has not hitherto received anything like
the attention it deserves so far as the
development of agriculture is concerned.
I do not altogother agree with my
honourable colleague Mr. Drew, because
I think that when they talk about the
construction of sevenal agricultural lines
from various points on the existing rail-
way we have a, right to assume that some
of those spur lines will be built in the
North. If five or- six spnr lines are built
say about Perth, one or two may be
built in the North. There is another
line of railway which I think ought to be
built at a very early date. It is also a
spur line. I do not know very well

whether we can include it in the agri-
cultural spur railways or not, but I think
we muay safely say so, because recently
the Director of Agriculture told us that
wheat was grown at Lenuonville. I
think he mentioned this fact before the
Tariff Commission. I am not at all of
opinion that it will be possible to grow
wheat satisfactorily at tennonville, that
is about 300 miles east of Geraldton;
but as this statement was made by
Mr. Chapmnan, I think we may
safely say we should also build another
agricultural spur line, and at the same
time develop one of the most promising
goldfields in the State at the present
moment, on the Black, Range. We should
build a railway from Magnet to Black
Range, and I think we may safely assume,
as the Government have not defined

Iexactly how or where these spur lines are
to be built, that at least two of them
should be built in the Northern Province,
and I can assure the Government they
will get the undivided support of members
representing the Central Province who
urge this matter. In reference to land
settlement, I was very pleased at the
remrks made by my friend Mr. Piesse
as to settlement of lands already alienated
or in process of alienation, and the Gov-
ernment might well see that the condi-
tions atre fulfilled. The great bulk of
the land that has been alienated for
agricultural settlement has been alienated
within the last few years. According to
the regulations, people are entitled to take
ten years to finish their improvements,
and until the ten years habve elapsed, pro-
vided that in the meantime the Govern-
ment inspectors do their duty, there

*should be an enormous development
during that period in the State of Western
Australia. I think the Government have

*no reason to grumble at the development
so far in the agricultural districts. I can
say regarding the agricultural district in
which the Central Province is situated
that development, so Far as theY are
allowed to develop, is going on at a very
rapid rate- at the present time, and I
would just like to draw the attention of
the Government, whilst mentioning this
matter, to the fact that I think they
ought, seeing that the deal with the
Midland Railway Company has passed
off, to take steps to throw open country
on the Mlidland line at present belonging
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to the Government. I understand that
there is a considerable area, at least
100,000 acres, of first-class land belong-
ing to the Government, which has hitherto
been held hack on the dog-in-the-manger
principle, because no Government hats
been prepared to buy the Midland Rail-
way; and seeing that the deal has passed
off, the sooner the land is offered for sale
by the Government, I think the better it
will be for the interests of the State.
In that case we require to construct no
railway, because it is already built. We
are informed that the question of inun-
gration in connection with the develop-
ment of our agricultural resources is
receiving the most earnest attention Of
His Excellency's advisers, and that no
effort will be spared to secure a class of
immigrants who will become contented
and prosperous settlers amongst uts, and
a valuable addition to our community.
I quite agree with the policy of the
Government in regard to immigration. I
consider it the greatest question before
Australia at the present moment. The
most melancholy piece of literature I
have read was in the Budget Speech Sir
John Forrest delivered before the Federal
Parliament during the present session.
The Federal Treasurer drew attention to
the fact that since Federation was
inaugurated Australia had lost some four
or five hundred of her native-born popu-
lation by emnigration, a most depressing
condition of things. It is nO use bring-
ing people here if they are going to leave.
There must be sonic very serious reason;
and it is at matter which deserves our
very careful thought and consideration;
because while tens of thousands are going
to Canada and to Argentina, the native-
born population of tbis mnagnificent coun-
try of Australia is going abroad. If ever
we are going to build up a great nation
in Australia- and I believe that wve will--
we must have, not four millions, but
forty millions of white mien and women.
There is plenty of room for them. In
reference to the class of immigrants, I
will never forget a conversation I
had on an Atlan tic steamer with a
Canadian immigration agent, who was
on his way to England at the time.
I asked him what was the best kind
of immigrant to settle on the land;*
and be said, " We do not care a straw
what the men and women have been

Second clay.

before they come to Canada. If they
are willing to come and take the risk of
imnigration, we can depend that these
men and women intend to make homes
in Canada." He pointed out that in the
province of Ontario, one of the most
successful farming properties was owned

by 0 o 60menin what. wats named the
Paisley' Block, because they were com-
posed of Paisley men who came there
with no ideas of farming, but were willing
to work. I think that we are quite safe
in leaving in the hands of the present
administration the finances of the State.
They say that they can carry on without
retrenchment and without additional
taxation. Of course they must improve
their administration to do that. Eco-
nomical administration in every depart-
ment is of paramount importance. I
think that in one department alone there
is room for attention; and I have no
doubt that the Government are aware
that the Railway Department, which I
understand has been for some time
losing money, needs attention. At any
rate,oany public department that gives
services to the public, such ats the Rail-
way Department, should not be run at at
penny of a loss. The Government are
going in for farther loan authorisations
for development in every direction. I
quite agree with Mr. Randell that
borrowing is a bad thing. In private
life the less money we borrow the less we
have to repay in return; and the same
thing applies to the State. I dlid not
agree with Mr. Randell when he said
that if we had not borrowed we would
have had the X600,000 paid in interest
to spend on works, because the greater
portion of that money has been earned
by the £16,000,000 already' borrowed. I
take up the position that, so long as the
money is efficiently spent so as to return
sufficient to pay interest and sinking
fund, there is no danger whatever in
borrowing. In such a great State as
Western Australia, there is tremendous
room for the judicious expenditure of
foreign capital. I think Mr. Eandell
referred to the fact that the United
States of America never borrowed any
money. Of course, there are different
ways of borrowing money. The greater
portion of borrowed money in Ais-
tralia has been byv the State. In the
United States about a hundred years ago
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they did borrow some money ; and as far
as t can remember from reading history,
they forgot to repay it. At any rate,
in some of the Southern States the y did
borrow money. [foxI. G. RANDELL:
And repaid it with greenbacks.] Every
year America sends to England from
eighty to a hundred millions sterling
more than is sent from England. In
other words, America pays eighty to a
hundred millions a year in interest on
money borrowed from the old country.
A large proportion of the development of
the United States, of America has been car-
ried out by means of capital obtained from
Great Britain. All the Americau stocks
are stocks held in the old country. It all
comes to the same thing, whether we
borrow through the bank or through the
State. I quite agree with the statement
" that close attention to administration is
of greater importance at present than
adding to the statute-book ;" and I
believe that the Government will carry
out their promise in that direction.
With reference to the state of the rolls at
the recent elections, there is no doubt
that an alteration is needed in the Elec-
toral Act; and I think the chief alteration
should be, as suggested by Mr. Drew,
the abolition of postal voting. There is
bound to be a great deal of nonsense
talked about the number of people struck
off the roll-about 40,000, it is said. As
a matter of facet, at the previous election
there were apparently about three-fourthis
of the population on the rolls, which was
perfectly absurd. I know one election
where, if the people had been counted,
the number on the roll would have been
more than the total population. The
number on the roll in that eletorate was
reduced by a thousand, and I think it
can still be reduced by several hundreds.
If one looks at the population of the
State and at the present number on the
rolls, there is no doubt that though a
good many wvere left off, there are still
many nailes that have no right to be
there. If any citizen of the State does
not take sufficient interest in the affairs
of the State to see that his name is put
on the rolls accordinig to his qualification,
he has no business to be assisted in
getting his name on the roll. At the
last elections I knew several people
whose names were not onl the roll but
who were entitled to have votes. They

were men in prominent positions and who
would have voted for the Government
supporters. Every man and woman
entitled to vote should see that their
names are on the rolls so that they maly
vote as citizens on the affairs of the
state.

On motion by foN. R. D. M1CKENZIE,

debate abdjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9-43 o'clock,

until the next day.
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I PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
Be the PnRER: Annual Report of

Public Library for year ended June, 1906.
By the MINISTER FOR COMMERCE AND

LAnolun: Amiended Regulations under
the Workers' Compensation Act, 1902.

QU ESTION -MINING INSPECTIONS.
MR. SOADDAN asked the Minister

for Mines: a, Has he at any time during
his present term of office received infor-
mation bearing out the statement made
by Mr. Scaddan during last Parliament,
that the inspectors of mines were in the
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